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ILLUSTRATIVE LIFE BY WiLLiam W.

WyLam J

I was born in Chicago, Illinois, 1915, and my childhood was
spent in the Chicago area. At that time, my father was a civilian
flight instructor of aviation cadets for the U. S. Signal Corps at
Rantoul Field, Rantoul, Illinois. After the Armistice, we lived

and its promotion of skilled craftsmanship were accepted by all
of its members. A large number of its “graduates” became
leaders in their major occupations. As a club, we shared our
views, tips, tool use, photographs, drawings, etc., which

RENEWAL TIME! .~

IF THE WORDS SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRED APPEAR ON THE ADDRESS PAGE, IT IS
TIME TO RENEW. TO AVOID MISSING AN ISSUE, RENEW ON OR BY FEBRUARY 1, 2005.

near the Checkerboard Airport, which was at First Avenue and
Roosevelt Road, Maywood, Illinois. It is now the site of the
massive VA hospital.

developed in the formation of the AMLA newsletter. The original
newsletters were ditto copies, and later J. L. Hudson Company
printed the newsletter.

I started modeling about 1924 and I
built a number of twin pushers and single
tractors. After several visits to scale
model exhibits, I became deeply interested
in this fascinating hobby. My source of
information was the aviation column of
the Chicago Tribune. The building of
these solid models, of different scales,
provided a wealth of experience and
education. Looking back, my early
models were crude and rough. The only
tools that I had were razor blades, knife,
hand drill, and sandpaper block. The wood
was scraps from home construction sites.

Later, my models became more
realistic. I used photographs to make
corrections and to add the details. Finding
these photographs was a great chore; the
aviation editor of the Chicago Tribune
was of some help. More than once, I had a
set of good drawings but no photographs
or a set of photographs with poor
drawings. The drawings in the Chicago
Tribune were crude and the drawings in
another early publication were of better
quality. Believe it or not, this early
publication (title is long forgotten) was

This 1923 photo shows Bill on the left
with his brothers Jack and Bud. From
the background, it is easy to discern why
aviation had such a great influence!

My own experience in craftsmanship
came from my desire to be a winner at the
AMLA national contest. Almost every
AMLA member, thanks to Merrill
Hamburg, had this goal. In 1929, I came
close to the winning circle; I lost by several
points to Lawrence McClellan’s Stinson
SM-2A model. He had an upholstered
cabin in his model; my model of the
Lockheed Vega had the best paint job with
a painted interior. This Lockheed Vega,
and several other models were donated to
the Smithsonian.

At the nationals, I was fortunate to meet
Arthur J. Cravens of La Porte, Indiana and
a number of other top craftsmen. Art
Cravens was one of the early judges at the
nationals and he was one of the first scale
airplane modelers. He helped Merrill
Hamburg start the AMLA. In order to
make a living by building models, Art
became involved in naval ship models and
he would bid on U. S. Navy ship model
contracts. He never was out of work, even
during the depression years. He would start
the project by constructing the hull,
superstructures and cabins. All the rest of

sponsored by the Methodist Church of Illinois.

About 1925, I joined the AMLA (Airplane Model League of
America) as one of its charter members. This club was
sponsored by the J. L. Hudson Company, an upper class
department store in Detroit. The managing director of the
AMLA was Merrill Hamburg, an avid modeler and a great
promoter. AMLA became very popular among those who were
already in the hobby. The rules during the early days of AMLA

the required assessories were built by eager volunteers. Arthur
was past 80 when he passed away in 1946; there were over 50 or
more modelers at his funeral.

The steady growth in the AMLA membership list
resulted in the creation of a newsletter. After Lindbergh’s
flight, the growth in membership was enormous and the
AMLA news letter was expanded into a magazine format.
In 1928, the J.L. Hudson Company decided to discontinue
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connection with the A MLA because of internal business
problems. Shortly afterward, Bernarr McFadden of
McFadden Enterprises, a New York publishing house,
rescued the faltering AMLA. The AMLA original
magazine was The American Boy, which was renamed
Open Road For Boys by the McFadden publishing group.
In 1932 both McFadden Enterprises and the AMLA Club
fell upon hard times. The AMLA was discontinued and the
publishing rights to Open Road For Boys magazine were
sold to George C. Johnson. The Open Road For Boys title
was then changed to Universal Model Airplane News.

Heavy inked lines were required for printing early
drawings in the AMLA newsletter. Not all of the early
drawings were printed by ALMA or The American Boy.
When George C. Johnson acquired the publishing rights,
he received the contents of the AMLA files. Several of the
unpublished drawings for ALMA were published by
Universal Model Airplane News. The Polish Fighter
drawing, published by Universal Model Airplane News in
1932, was actually drawn about 1930.

In 1930, I was very fortunate to learn the basics of
mechanical drawing from an excellent instructor, Fred H.
Zimmerman. The model building hobby came to an end
when I became deeply involved in airplane drawings. At
the 1930 AMLA nationals, an organized meeting of model
craftsmen was held to discuss the possible sources of
detailed drawings and photographs. This was a serious and
mysterious problem for a large number of model craftsmen.
Art Cravens was the chairman of this lively and valuable
event. Without the detailed drawings and photographs, it
was necessary to locate the actual airplane, record the
measurements, and photograph all details. The average
modeler could not afford these special trips.

From the early days of the AMLA events, I personally
knew Nicholas Loftus-Price and Charles Hampton Grant.
Nicholas was aviation editor for the McFadden
Publications and Open Road For Boys, and was the first
editor for Universal Model Airplanes News. About 1931,
Nicholas returned to McFadden Publications and Charles
Hampton Grant became the editor of Universal Model
Airplane News. After the Art Cravens meeting, I
approached Nicholas with a plan of publishing detailed
drawings with cross sections and photographs. The editor
liked the whole plan but he painted a grim picture of the
future. In 1932, I reopened the publishing plan with Charles
Hampton Grant. Both he and George C. Johnson, the
publisher, became interested but Model Airplane News
could not support this type of journalism. At that time, the
deep business depression was worldwide. George did say
that when the advertising income was sufficient, he would
approve publishing only three-view drawings. Later, if
Model Airplane News could support the complete original

publishing plan, I would be notified. From 1932 to 1940,
the drawing work was irregular, sometimes with no pay or
being placed on hold for six months or longer.

During the summer months of 1933 and 1935, I was a
volunteer assistant to Paul Garber of the Smithsonian
Aviation Collection. This experience cemented a lifelong
friendship. While I was in college, I was a part-time
designer for Cleveland, Comet, and General Models; all
were model kit manufacturers.

Between 1941 and 1948, advertising revenues soared,
leading to the acceptance in 1946 of my original 1930
publishing scheme. Within a year after the start-up, George
C. Johnson, the publisher of Model Airplane News, passed
away. His death changed the entire picture

About 1948 there was a serious business recession that
affected the entire hobby industry. Many retailers,
manufacturers, and aviation publishers were forced to
discontinue their operations.

The postwar years after 1950 had the greatest growth in
the entire model airplane history. This business boom
started about 1950 and peaked about 1970. I left Model
Airplane News in 1970 because of my heavy workload at
NASA; Iretired as senior electrical engineer from the space
program in 1984.

George C. Johnson was a man of vision and integrity. I
was fortunate to know this extraordinary person. I have the
same opinions about Charles Hampton Grant and Howard
G. McEntee. Personally, I enjoyed the lifelong relationship
with Charlie and Howard. Also during the thirty odd years
that I was with Model Airplane News, 1 was fortunate to
meet many outstanding aviation figures and modelers.

This is entirely from my personal memory, as I kept no
diary and have forgotten many events, dates, and names.

William A. Wylam
P. O. Box 4397
Santa Barbara, CA 93140-4397 USA

email: wwylam84 @ yahoo.com
URL: www. wylamaero. com
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A Treasured Collection of

WYLAM

MASTERPLANS

ANNOUNCEMENT!
55 more Wylam plan pages,
NEVER BEFORE LISTED, are

now available in enlarged size!

UNTIL THIS MONTH only 73 of WYLAM’s Masterplan pages were obtainable in enlarged size
... NOW 55 new ones are added!

Below is a COMPLETE list of 128 super-detailed plan pages “Drawn by Wylam,” available in
enlarged size of 14 x 20 inches, which is twice the size published in MODEL AIRPLANE NEWS.
Price 50c per enlarged page; please order by number. (We suggest that you save this complete

list for future reference.) 3-4 OB-01 Mitsubishi BETTY
5-35 Curtiss Export FALCON 4-4a A-22 MARYLAND Gen.Aurr.
8-35 Swift P-31 4-4b A-22 MARYLAND Layout
1-36a  Fokker Pursuit Model D-16 g_:c f\%ksl%gégggn"\
1-36b  Wedell Williams "57" 7-4 A-25 HELLDIVER
338 Nomwop X ATRIKE 8-4b  B-17G FLYING FORTRESS Gen.Ar.
13 s et WINNIE MAE 8-4c  B-17G FLYING FORITRESS Layout
y 9-4a B-29 SUPER FORTRESS Gen.Arr.
7-37a  Curtiss Hawk 3C Gen. Arrangements 9-4b B-29 SUPER FORTRESS Layout
7-37b  Curtiss Hawk 3C Wing Details 10-4 P-61 BLACK WIDOW Gen.Arr.
7-37c  Curtiss Hawk 3C Fusel. & Control Det. 11-4a  B-26D MARAUDER Gen.Arr.
8-37a  Cyclone F-50 Engine. Cylinder Design 11-4b  B-26D MARAUDER Layout
8-37b  Cyclone F-50 Engine. Crankcase Design 12-4a  P-47D THUNDERBOLT Gen.Arr.
8-37c  Cyclone F-50 Engine. Constr. Det. 12-4b  P-47D THUNDERBOLT Layout
9-37 Grumman F2F-1 12-4c  SE-5A Gen. Arrangements
10-37  Curtiss XF13C-1 and XF13C-2 }%zd glé—gﬁ LFuselage Details
-4e -5A Layout
12-38  Waco Model D-6 1-5 P-59A AIRCOMET Gen.Arr.
3-39a  Wright WHIRLWIND Engine. Gen. Arr. 2-5 A-26 INVADER Gen.Arr.
3-39b  Wright WHIRLWIND Engine. Manifold 3-5¢ P-63A KINGCOBRA Gen.Arr.
Det. 3-5d P-63A KING COBRA Layout
3-39c  Wright. WHIRLWIND Engine. Constr. 4-5a C-97 Boeing. Geni.Arr.
Det. 4-5b C-97 Boeing. Layout
5-39a  Chance Vought V-143. 3 View Assem. 5-5 XP-54 SWOOSE GOOSE Gen.Arr.
5-39b  Chance Vought V-143. Spec. Lay. & Sect. ~ 6-5d XP-67 McDonnel. Gen.Arr.
5-39c  Chance Vought V-143. Gen. Arr. and 9-5a HISPANO-SUIZA Engine. Gen.Arr.&Instr.
HookuB 9-5b HISPANO-SUIZA Details & Specif.
11-3%a U.S.A. Douglas O-46A. Gen. Arr. 10-5a  C-54 SKYMASTER Gen. Art.
11-39b  U.S.A. Douglas O-46A. Access. Det.** 10-5b  C-54 SKYMASTER Layout
11-39¢c  U.S.A. Douglas O-46A. Fusel. & Wing. 11-5a  F-2B BRISFIT Gen.Arr. Part 1
Det. 11-5b  F-2B BRISFIT Gen.Arr. Part 2
11-39d U.S.A. Douglas O-46A. Crossections 11-5¢ Plger SKYCYCLE Gen.Arr.
12-39a Grumman F3F-1. Three View Assembly 12-5a  F-2B BRISFIT Fuselage Details
12-39b Grumman F3F-1. Layout 12-5b  F-2B BRISFIT Layout
12-39c  Grumman F3F-1. Spec. Details 1-6a DeH-4 Gen. Arrangements Part 1
12-39d Grumman F3F-2. Changes from F3F-1.** ;-gb Beﬂ-g LGayou;t\ Pals
-6a eH-4 Gén. Arrangements Part
5-40a Henschel HS-126 Layout Plans & Det. & < i i
5-40b Ible:\schel HS-126 Thr)ge View Plans and ;2,.22 ?ﬁ/’i’. §§Rée'g'§ﬁaA"R'"9 Pesall
et. 1 3-6b  S-VII SPAD Layout
11-40a Seversky P-35 Layouts & Crossections - I i
11-40b  Seversky P-35 Thryee View Plans & Det. 2_2?, §,|‘é','(,§,'§§‘2,§‘g‘;$'38§ 82‘,?2}.
2-41a  SPITFIRE 11 Layout Plan & Details 5-6a D-1 & D-2 ALBATROS Gen.Arr.
2-41b  SPITFIRE 11 Thiee View Outline & Det. 5-6b  D-1&D-2 ALABATROS Layout
4-41a WACO C-6, 4 & 5 place cabin 6-6a D-3 & D-4 ALBATROSS Gen.Arr.
5.412  MESSERSCHMITT ME 106). Lay. Plans 6-6b  D-1to D-5 ALBATROS Wing Layout
& Det. 7-6a S-XIIl C.1 SPAD Gen. Arr.
5-41b  MESSERSCHMITT ME 109J. 3 view Out. 7-6b  $-X111 C.1 SPAD Layout '
& Det. 8-6a S-XII1 C.1 SPAD Fusel. & Wing.Det.
8-41a  Curtiss SBC-3 Layout Plans & Cross. 8-6b LEWIS much. gun-Gen.Arr.
8-41b  Curtiss SBC-3 Thiee V. Out. & Det. g-gg B-g g g-g gtsﬂﬁgg fen.Arr.
. - - - ayout
L Vought SBU-1 Three View Plans & Det. 10-8a  D-1to D-6 ALBATROS Fusel. Interior Det.
1-42b  Vought SBU-1 Lay. Plans & Details }?-gb ?)} to D-6 ALBATROS Fusel: Struct. Det.
2-43a  Twin Row WASP JR. Engine. Gen. Arr. -6a -XIA-2 SPAD Gen.Arr. Part 1
2-43b  Twin Row WASP JR. Engine. Crank- 11-6b  $-XIA-2 SPAD Layout
case Det. 12-6a  S-XIA-2 SPAD Gen.Arr. Part 2
2-43c  Twin Row WASP JR. Engine. Cyl. Det. 12-6b  S-XIA-2 SPAD Fusel. Details
2-43d  England’s HUDSON 3 View Plan & Det. 1-7a  D-4 SIEMANS SCHUKERT Gen.Arr.
2-43e  England’s HUDSON Layout Plans & Det. 1-7b D-4. SIEMANS SCHUKERT Layout
3-43a  Vought SB2U-1 Three View PI. & Det. 2-7a  D-4 SIEMANS SCHUKERT Fusel. Det.
3-43b  Vought SB2U-1 Layout Plans & Details 2-7b SIEMANS HALSKE rotary motor Gen.Arr.
8-43a  Fokker G-1 Three View Out. & Details 3-7a  WRIGHT MODEL A. Gen.Arr.
8-43b  Fokker G-1Layout Plans & Details. 3-7b WRIGHT MODEL B. Gen.Arr.
12-43a Northrop A17A Gen. Arrangements 4-7a  SOPWITH DOLPHIN Gen. Arm. 1
:Ié-:gb “orllr'n‘rop f\1 ]lA Dimensional Details g‘:,’g gggmm ggtgnm |(-33Y- &ADelz'
-43c  Northrop A17A Crossections ntri % en. Arr.
T P & Cantok 6-7a  SOPWITH DOLPHIN Fuselage Details.
b= F6E-3 6-7b  SE-5 Color Scheme Details USA & RAF
-4b Wright Bros. FLIER 6-7c SE-5 Squadron MarKings R.A.F.
1-45 P-40D Gen.Arr. 7-7a BLERIOT XI “"Channel Crosser” Gen. Arr.
;2 £ o Layout 8-7a  PFALZ D-3 General Arrangements

**NOTE: Price only 30c each for 1{-3%b and 12-39d.
BILL WYLAM is widely rccpgnized as tlge world’s foremost model draftsman—his superb Master-
plans are a treasured .cullv.cgmn among airplane enthusiasts everywhere. His genius for fine detail
and pl'up-layou}., plus intensive research, are clearly seen in his plans which contain full details of
the original ship yet are simple to read and make construction of these replicas a fascinating hobby.

50¢ per enlarged page. (Please order by number.) Send order and remittance to—

Plan Dept. MODEL AIRPLANE NEWS, 551 Fifth Ave., New York 17

WYLAM

COMBINATION OFFER!

Books
&I
Only

$3
| postpaid

)
'
1

If you haven’t already completed your li-
brary on Wylam’s Masterplans, here is an
opportunity to do so—and at a worthwhile
saving besides!

These two treasured volumes are packed
with super-detailed drawings to guide you
in constructing “real jewels” in miniature
aireraft. Years of patient research were
spent before these drawings were possible.

Wylam’s remarkable skill consists not only
in a genius for perfect execution and care-
ful subject selection, but also selection and
simplification within each subject of just
enough detail for easy production of start-
lingly “life-like” models.

CONTENTS

BOOK U BOOK 111
Wright Brothers Orig-| Albatross D-1 te D-6
inal Flyer Bell P-63A King-cobra

Bo:::‘: B-29 Supsrfort- Boeing C-97 Strato-
Bell P-533A Airacomet cruiser

Northrop A-17TA Bristol F2B Brisfit
Lycoming R-680 Engine | pe Havilland DeH-4
Northrop P-61 Black Douglas A-26 Invader

Widow
Martin A-22 Maryland | Douglas C-54 Skymas-
Renu!‘:,lif P-47D Thun- ter

derbolt § Sat Engi
Martin B-26D Marauder Hispano-fniza. Eugines

v A Lewis .30 Aircraft
Vought SB2U-1 Vindi- Machine Gun

cator
Avro Lancaster 1 McDonnell XP-67
Air Bombs Piper PA-8 Skyeycle
Colr: :::?:a:d B-24H S.%-5 'Folor Scheme
Boeing B-17G Flyin etails

o;:)‘;fnss i S.E.-5 Squadron Mark-
Fokker G-1 ings R.A.F.

North American P-51B| Siemens-Halske Engine
W;M,‘l‘;t:",'fr I S.E.-5 Siemens-Schukert D-4
Mitsubishi OB-01 Betty| Spad S-VII
Coé\soliltiiated PBY-5a Spad 8-XIA-2
atalina

Curtiss P-40 Warhawk | Spad S-XIII C.1
Grumman F6F-3 Hell- Vickers .30 and 11 mm
Machine Guns

cat
Curtiss A-25 Helldiver | Vultee XP-54

Our supply of the original and now
famous Wylam Book | is practically
exhausted ond we are ﬁlli.? orders on
a '‘first come, first served'’ bosis. So
while they last they are available of
$1.50 per copy. (List of contents for
Book | furnished upon request.)

AIR AGE INC.
551 FIFTH AVE., New York 17, N. Y.

Enclosed find § Send me:
( ) Combo. Offer Books IT & III.....__$3.00
{ ) Book II $1.50
( ) Book III $2.00
{ ) BookI $1.50
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY. STATE

These old lists from the three published Wylam design books convey some idea of the magnitude of Wylam’s work.

(Courtesy J.T. Durkin.)
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®
Scale Drawings by Wylam and Nye
The scale drawings in this book (as well as many other fine scale drawings from the Model Airplare News archives) are
available through the Model Airplane News Plans Service. The Wylam drawings are 17" x 217, and the Nye drawings are
22" x 34”. Wylam drawings are $2.50 per sheet and Nye drawings are $3.50 per sheet.
William Wylam
(5$2.50 per sheet)
Name No. Sheets Name No. Sheets  Name No. Sheets
Albatros D-1t0 D-6.............. ... .. 8 lockheedVega........................ 4 Vickers Machine Gun. ... ... . .. ..... .. §
Avro Lancaster 1. ... ... ........ ..., 1 Lockheed Sirius, Altair & Qrion ... ... ... .. 4  RAF S.E-5 squadron mark.ngs&colov detail. .. 2
Beechcraft B17 10GY7 ... .. ... ... .. 10 Lockheed Hudson (England's) 3-view . . .. .. 2 Air Bombs . ; . o
Beechcraft 17 to A17 ... ... ... ... ... 4  Martin Marauder B-26D..... ... .. ... .. 2 Siemens-Halske Roxary Engme ¢vuss i
Bell P-59A Airacomet .. ................ 1 Martin Maryland A-22.......... ... .. .. 2 Lycoming R-680 +F i
Bell P-63A Kingcobra. . ................. 2 McDopnel XP-67 ...................... 1
Bleriot Channel Crosser XI........... . ... i Messerschmitt Me-109J . ..... ... . .. 2 STH
Boeing B-17G Flying Fortress. . .......... 2 Mitsubishi Betty 0B-GY. ........ . ... .. 1 Wl“lS N €
Boeing B8-29 Super-Fortress ............. 2 North American Mustang P-518 .. .. . . 1 {33.50 per sheet)
Boeing FB-1 10 FB-6.............. ... 4 Northrop X-A13....................... 1 AEG Type G-105 .. o2
Boeing F28-1/Piotting Taper Rib Sections. ... 4 Northrop P-61 Black Widow ........... .. 1 Ansaldo SVA-1. 1
Boeing FIB1, ... 0ov i iinaniiins R PR DD 0 e 0 et A ik o 4  AntoinetteVit. ... .. o
Boeing FABP-12....................e. 41 Pl DD oy solavamne ; s o B 3 BellPSSA...... .. . Wy s 4
Boeing PW-3Cto XP-7 ... ............. 4 PiperSkycycle. ... ................... 1 Boeing Mailplane 408 . ... .. &
Boeing 15 & XPW-9.. . ................. 4  polishFighter. ....................... 1 Brunner-Winkle Bird Biplane . .
Booing C-97.....co000nremeensn sreves 2 Republic P-470 Thunderbolt . ...... ... .. 2 Chance Vought VE-7 & UO-1. i
BOBING XP-B. oy .ipponn s vbinmunnaas 2 SeverskyP35...... ... ... .. ... 2 Curtiss AT-9.... .. o
Bristol F-2B Brisfit Fighter ... ........... 4 Siemens Schukert D-4. . ... .. ... ... .. 3 Curtiss Falcon O-!iundbergn Ma;!p!ane |
Consolidated A-11..................... 1 Sopwith Camel........................ 3 Curtiss Navy NC-4. ... ... .. .. o4
Consolidated Catalina Dumbo PBY-5A . ... 1 Sopwith Dolphin SF.1. .. .............. .. 4 Douglas Havoc Attack Bomber WWII . 4
Consolidated B-24E Liberator .. ........ .. 1 Sopwith SESA ..o 3 Douglas TBO=1. .. ......... ... ... ]
Curtiss Model A Biplane ................ e SRS 3 Douglas World Cruiser Type OWC......... 4
Curtiss A-12 Strike . ................... 1 Spad FrenchS-XMICl............ ... 3 Friedrichshaffen Bomber 63 . .. . .. . 2
Curtiss SBC-3 Scout Bomber ............ 2 Spad SX1A2 ...l 4  Gotha Bomber ........ corransininies 4
Curtiss Export Faicon .................. 1 Stinson Jr. Model S.................... 2 Grumman Bearcat F8F-2................ i
Curtiss 33 & PW-8 .................... 4 StinsonJr. ModelR....... ........... 2 Grumman Helicat USN F*cmer F6F-5...... 4
Curtiss Helidiver F8C-4 02C-1 . .......... 4 Stinson Jr. Model SM-2. ... ... ... 2 Grumman Tigercat F7F-1, IS |
Curtiss Helidiver SB2C-1 USN or A-25 .... 1 StinsonJr. Mode! SM-2, S, Rtail/wingdetail. .. 2  Grumman Wildcat F4F. ... . . 4
Curtiss Hawk P-BE/F11C-2 Hawk & Goshawk 4 Stinson Reliant Mode! SR ... .......... .. 2  Handley Page 0/400 .. ... A
Curtiss Hawk F6C Series ............... 6  Stinson Reliant SR5. ............ ... .. 2 Hansa-Bradenburg Model LDD - 4
Curtiss Hawk F6C-1,2.3............... 2 Stinson Reliant SR6................... 2 Hawker Mark lIC Hurricane. o
Curtiss Hawk F6C-4 ... ... ............ 2 Stinson Reliant Straight Wing........ . ... 2 Hawker Sea Fury XI FB-11 Navy Carrier . 4
Curtiss Hawk 111-C Export Type. .. ........ 3 Stinson Reliant Gull Wing Series. ... ... . .. 10 Helldiver USN Carrier SB2C-3. . .. -
Curtiss Hawk PW-8AXFSC-1............ 4 Stinson Airliner Model T.... ... ........ .. 2 Loening US Amphibians Pts. 1& 11 .. .. .. 8
Curtiss Hawk XP-23 ... ............... 1 Stinson Airliner Modet U .. ... ... ... ... 3 Martin Mariner PBM-3C. .
Curtiss U.SA Hawk P-1 Seﬂes ........... 4 sl‘pefma(ine sDi"ire Ny oy oW e 2 Messerschmitlt ME-262A .
Curtiss P-40D Wright Bros. Swift P31 . 1 North American B-45. |
Warhawk/Kittyhawk ... ... ... .. 2 US Army Attack A-17A.. ..., 3 North American F-82€ -
Curtiss Sparrowhawk F9C-2. .. ... . ... .. 2 Vought SBU-T .............. ... ... 2 Northrop P-61 Black Widow A
Curtiss Seahawk F7C-1... ... ....... 2 wvought SB2U-1....................... 2 Republic P-43. o4
Curtiss Seahawk XF7C-3 ............... 1 VoughtV-143......................... 3 Supermarine Spittire .. . il
Curtiss XF13C-1 & XF13C-2............. T Vultee Swoose Goose XP-54 .. ... ... .. 1 Standard Model J. .. 2
DeHavilland DeH-4 Biplane. ............. 4 WacoModel C-6&06............... .. 2 Thomas Morse S4E . 4
DeHavilland DeH-1 . ... ... ........... 3 Wiley Post's Winnie Mae................ 1 U.S.S. Los Anggies. 4
Douglas A-26 Invader, now B-26 ......... 1 Westland Lysander. . ................... 4  USAF B-26D (3-view) ... . !
Douglas C-54 Skymaster................ 2 Wright Bros. Model A. ... ... ......... .. 1 US. Navy Patrol Bomber PV-1 Ventura .
Douglas 0-46A USA Obserovation ......... 3 Wright Bros. Model B............ ... ... 1 US. Navy Torpedo Bomber TBM-3 . i
| -50 cents. ... ... 1 ¢ ini :
Fokker Pﬁ?sfj'i! 4»:?;:;? SE 156 &en Wllqht Bros. Original Flier . A P ! Model Airplane News’ current Plans Directory of
Wendell-Williams 57 ... .. 1 Engines and Miscellaneous rul-size model airplane plans is available for 52.
Fokker Attack Bomber G- .............. 2 This is a comprehensive list of plans with
Ford Tri-motor 5-AT-C.................. 4 Cyclone F-51.............coooeiinnn 3 photographs from constuction articles featured
Great Lakes Sport Trainer 2T-1A2T-1E.. .. 2 gt“emr:d-'s‘ T ; monthly in Model Airplane News. Each
Grumman F3F-1. ... ... ...l 3 M‘:z:aedes ?German) 160180 we T > construction plan (and each scale drawing
Grumman F3F-2, changes-50¢, sm. sheet. . 1 Pratt & Whitney Wasp Jr. .. .. ... . 3 featured above) is an individually reproduced
Grumman F2F-1. ... ... ... .. ... ... 1 Wright Whirlwind o e 3 high-quality blueline print from the master mylar,
Grumman Hellcat F6F-3 ... . ... .. .. 1 Lewis Machine Gun """"""""""" 1 which was made from the original drawing. Plans
Henschel Hs-126 Observation. .. .. ... . B0 b B i ol e S i i consist of one or more sheets and are reproduced
professionally by the Model Airplane News Plans
Service.

This 1986 MAN ad for William Wylam and Willis Nye drawings is typical of the time. Note
that some Wylam designs involved as many as 10 sheets! (Courtesy Dave Kingman.)
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FOREWORD

What can one possibly say about the Wylam drawings—or their
creator—that does them justice? It was in the mid-thirties that Bill
Wylam inauspiciously launched in Model Airplane News what was to
become aunique 30-year (so far) author-magazine relationship which
by far outdates perhaps all aeronautical series-published material. In
fact. his work pre-dates most aviation magazines! Other people have
prepared excellent scale drawings. but for sustained quality, details
and sheer numbers, the aptly named Master-plans are in a class by
themselves. Considering the many hundreds—individual plates run
into four figures—of subjects, Wylam’s work, covering well over a
quarter century of research and drawing, runs into manyear’s of time.
And over the full range of this entire output. probably only his first
subject—an air-cooled-engined Polish fighter, we believe done at
what must have been a tender age—might be termed crude by
Wylam’s quickly established and assiduously maintained standards.
In this fantastic output, a nitpicking critic might find a very
occasional mathematical (not drafting) error in an accumulation of
many measurements, but this is mentioned, and should be mentioned,
only to reassure ourselves that the man is human. As the exception
proves the rule, so does such a hard-to-find instance verify the awe-
inspiring values of what is a comprehensive history of the airplane,
“written” with a drawing pen. .

No book can be called “the Wylam book.” It can be called a Wylam
book. Many books such as this would be required to present the
complete Wylam—and a volume that could be accurately designated
“the complete Wylam” would be a treasure we probably never will
find. In compiling a Wylam book, therefore, one is faced with a

monumental selection problem. Wylam’s SE-5’s—if you include the
sheets on markings—would permit only four such-sized subjects (not
sections!) in a book of this size, hardly typical of Wylam’s far-
ranging coverage. The tour de force that is his Stinson family, would
fill more than half a book.

So what we have done is to pick out some of “the best of Wylam.”
That word “some” means only representative. You will find
convenient sections. each section, again, including only some of the
numerous, typical subjects in the few categories compacted between
these covers. Covering the sweep of aircraft types and vintages, you
will find a rewarding collection of World War I types, of World War
11, and interesting types from between the wars. Hardly anyone
realizes, we suppose, that Wylam turned out many valuable drawings
of aeronautical history’s famous engines—their being collected here
no doubt will delight the collector and the historian, as well as any
modeler who takes seriously his scale jobs. And there are other
surprises!

Wylam Number 1—for we hope that a Number 2, and a Number 3,
and . .. will be demanded—is, even only hot off the press, a rare volume
in that there is nothing quite like it in the world. It is with a sense of
humility that we presume to collect this small bit of Wylam and to call
it “The Best of Wylam.”’

In reality, there is no best of Wylam. The priceless file of Wylam
originals is proof that, what we could not include in this volume, is
every bit as good as the fine items we did select. We take comfort from
the fact, however, that there is nothing better than the collection of
plates in this book, by Wylam—or anyone else!

—BILL WINTER

FOREWORD

What is it that leads some of us to the “pack rat” habit of gathering
up and saving every bit of aeronautica that we can lay our hands on?

It is said by some that anyone who constantly desires to look back
to the “good old days™ is neurotic and is being driven by an unnatural
longing to return to the womb. Obviously whoever came up with this
conjecture is a person who lives only in the present and will never
understand or appreciate the feeling of having lived at another time in
addition to his own existence. Through the media of gathering,
compiling, and contemplating data out of the Golden Era, the age of
classic machinery, we can at least in a small way, taste and feel some
of what has gone on before us.

Having been an aeromodeler for the past 36 years, this back-to-the-
wombist falls into a group known as the “Plan Savers.” We salt away
3-views of rare designs so we can say, “You mean you’ ve never heard
of International Aviation’s twin-tailed mid-wing pusher built in May
of 1938? Here, let me show you .... “We carefully preserve and never
cut apart construction plans as we build models from kits or plan
services, some now long out of print. We beg, borrow, steal, and if
forced, even buy plans for airplanes that “we’re going to build
someday for sure ... just as soon as we get the time . . .”

Anyone who is a member of this collector group is almost sure to
be a Wylam fan. Our earliest Wylam is a Model 220 Waco
Taperwing, published in the December 1933 issue of Model Airplane
News. As far as we know, Bill’s drawings have been published
exclusively in Model Airplane News ever since. In 22 out of the past
27 years, Bill has produced over 130 different airplane drawings, all
published in M.A.N.

Wylam’s drawings, along with those of only a few other
specialists, such as Nye, Nieto, Matt and Karlstrom, are characterized
by a profusion of details, dimensions, color schemes, model
variations and performance figures. In recent years, as the hobby of
radio control and control-line scale modeling has developed to a
perfection that narrows the competitive field down to a few
individuals, the search for presentation material for static judging has
reached the point where criticisms have been directed towards some
of these men concerning the accuracy of their drawings. However, no

These forewords from the Wylam design books, penned by notables themselves, are courtesy of J.T. Durkin and Dave Kingman.

matter what else is said, we can be thankful that these draftsmen,
artists if you will, had the desire to compile data and create these
drawings, and that magazines such as Model Airplane News were
willing to publish them.

Incidentally, itis interesting to note in looking back through all kinds
of aviation magazines over the past years, that the model publications
have been almost the only ones to record and thus preserve this aspect
of aviation history.

This third book (one by Nye really makes it the fourth) in the
current series of the BEST OF WYLAM concentrates on two famous
airplane designers and manufacturers, Stinson and Curtiss.

Starting with the Stinson Junior SM-2, Wylam created a total of 31
Stinson drawings, depicting in detail the design of 13 models,
finishing with the tri-motored Model U airliner. These were published
off and on over a three year period, from 1958 to 1961.

Included in the series is the most famous of all Stinsons, and one of
the most well-known nonmilitary planes of all time, the Gull Wing
Reliant; with its full size brother, the huge model Gull Wing produced
by Cleveland Model Airplane Co., it was probably the best known and
most desired model ever produced.

Obviously, it would take volumes to cover every design created by
Stinson. On the other hand, nothing less than a small library could
ever handle the many Curtiss designs. With Wylam’s help, we offer
some of the lesser known and unusual models along with one of the
best known Curtiss designs, the first of many subsequent models to
carry the same nickname, Helldiver.

Our favorite in the group, however, is the stubby little
Sparrowhawk F9C-2. Designed specifically for use aboard the
Navy’s airborne aircraft carriers such as the USS Macon, the little
Sparrowhawks could hook on or detach themselves from the huge
rigid LTA’s while in flight . . . an era in aviation history that came and
went in a very short time.

So, get out your mental slide rules and proportional dividers and
daydream with us as we imagine ourselves recreating some of
yesterday’s airplanes in miniature. Hmmm, just think, no cabane
struts to fuss with on that cute F9C-2 ... and it’s a biplane, too . . .
—WM. C. NORTHROP, JR.
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This and the next two designs were published in 1935.
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This plan appeared in the September 1937 Model Airplane News.

LAPA HOLLECTOR




‘sma aue|diiy [8poy LE61 1240120 3y} Ul painjea) sem ueld ajgnop adlu siy |

; INVIAM VNV TIM sy
——
LIV IAAM (.QM_MH_R\ Fes2 s L SAQ UMWAR v
R o T N 14 _ SABGIONCH TVLZIY
LING T HpA- L - e =L Tl 56 TIRNATHIRAT VL
FIGVONVIHIMILNS i v _ . FIGV NNV HINI LN
B .92 - —
__NOLIVLOY 409¢) - : NOILVLOY ,02& \
HIREOH TIIOS @ro M ‘W HAVNNINGG & »Of ™ o
* ~ SO T —— “, .
s : 17 8 T W s
S > i 2
* y I
» T | i
%) |
L[ : :
.29 s :
WAV SNISTTE . .22
S .L.ON - . S RO DES- P
R R e
LNAOWE SNAD BNIHIVI . R SR AFXIS
LHDIS SNND ININIVIW - s
REOL IR AA S 2l
i, SRS W ol v
NLUVISL S Du2E HO IS i bl..OI\/V\ 2/ Dx 2€
~OF -, AHOIHM 310 15341 - \ INOTDIAD, LHDBIM INYA L1710
.
m.lq(&qw.:\a 5 X W i 18 ‘.
< N R M) i - ey, - = — =g e . s
- S S /
LOTEBRTAA
s - L pZ e

O RE

QINNILVNOISIG N2ISIT

A3NNILNODSIa NDIs3d

Y

: M
e T |

AN

2IVIS 04/~ W

A \ ]
> \ * X a
N s Y = -2
WA mpt.vbtt BN TS
A ..bm S R .U\“ L_ =
0l L5€- _ I T
A o P
T FeNwio
(Y L %9
gy
FIvo5 041 « B
- vwmmmh\w“\l = 0 -

48-11

{APA HOLLECTOR



!
ENGINES: WRISHT WHIRLWIND 330 & 440 Mo i
(RERR EXMAUST MODELS)

23 ))_/_?______r_
— \\ &/
DI HEDRAL =
b @,
5¢"6A,

¥
‘
3

——— e S

TN\

<l

T\ N

\zZ'sersacr

2564

zl’ug‘

COMMERICAL MODEL - WHD-&"

rﬁ" SQUARES

% R O O O A O |
. il R
-
]
Pyt
BN
‘ y ¢ i L |
; =t P
{ 3 i~
i i STREAMUNE TIRES
i
iV S \
ns 1, o /\;‘
= ; “MODEL D-6
{cLearRANCE- FLYING POSITION of STRUTS... 9% TRAVEL W. AL WirL.AamM

This plan appeared in the December 1938 Model Airplane News.

HAPA HOLLECTOR

48-12



A MODEL CQC&" INRIGHT WoiKLIWIND -250 N f
/18 100 DOCE” wWRISHT WHIRLWIND 285 W12
B NGOE

(EGCC WRIGHT WIIRLWIND -320 HE
[ AL EMSINES RRE 7 CYLE; REAR EXHAUST

o~

NEW (-6

— WACO

4-5 PLACE

r CABIN

LOOKING FORWARD LOOK IS TO REAR
.o e
8-1% !
13, H T~ ¢
Z .
o
¥

NATUR AL WOOL HARPYWARE

AISIS o
/  cewms
/

/ z ) }
C——-—‘-— e i

— e %au)w; CORRY

[ 5i0e FocKeT LRALEORRY'D)

SIDE _VIEW of CABIN INTERIOR
OUR UPHOLSTERY)

¢ 7 &

P -
D208 i B 267113

ks
9" w0 I iz

Brssrcs poor

2.
¥V rron cLear's

WVITH SHOCK ABSORBORS FULLY DEPRESSED — 9~ TRAVEL

[mes souames sxe G-

W. A WYLAM

This plan appeared in the April 1941 Model Airplane News.

{APA HOLLECTGR

48-13



e e TN TRO CONTROL HORN
\R!sn Coverzo ELEVATORS
i, rELevaroe Minse

N R e ] R e A et s = 1 2 B
—

\
\
\

\

Secrion 8-8"

~

g - FixED Au Meral Veeyiem STRaILizER
L a0 CoMPRETMENT Rccess Fanel
i " yler_Hozzee

| S~ “Axeo A MeTae Smeiizer

—

Secrion cc” N\ 7/ rEaews paned Y Bepe Lt

W e pave : £ £ Cover
) /) Hineen_ Wree; pooe [~ Daek Buve
M) g (/rcee mneec_cover 1 tasar B

: mfst.#w!; uT oo’y TriM-Tas 7 \ | Wuere

W\

i /ﬂ/ P \ J] l A /
T 5 VRN T
i -y . —— 2
i ;

j M ‘.

48-14

¥
¥

\

B R

i

/ 3¢ s A1k BunsT are—

4 1\ ¢ FUTER ScrEEN~—
Hins Frueires Paner="" .~ 5l F43 ¢ FUTER FCREEN~— —.. .
e 7 : ' s
Wirne Watk — —~ o J..,m 1 B InTake Qi
Puor Sear-- B ‘ i 6
IneSTROMENT Parer~"  ~HenoresT e e

m ~Puory Sear 2esrionad »
2\ ~Sarery Srear e

QaTROL_STIeK

IRMAMENT ¢

Four 50 Cac. Mackine Guns

5 Fixgp Svg-SraoiLIZER irry
3 // IXED Sug-Sra £ / ¢ :x.yib /

‘nf

s B St { \ , S -Eixeo Wivs Faigms Pane
One 20mm. e Carmon ol ' B e | . 77 SN\ tinszo whees door - S ZETL | fmac Gereo fuooe
Y 7NV, / [f |Dasesemg VGBI - Canmive Gane Acruarume ess ecess Panecs ~HECESS PANEL
/ ’ A ) “fmmynition Access Z0mm) |\ - 7 . ovasLe Access fanecs
Va 7’ Em— \loeove Livks
\ g + < “Hinsep Srevr Doox
Trercad hwo_:u tarinae Frow AIRFoiL SecTions / \\\ 7 ~1 \f/ “Fixes WheeL Cover
R Lortoine N@mm\\\ [/ “-Fua Exrenees osirion AIR AGE INC., 551 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 17,N.Y.
FLAP PANEL Wlm_a nrﬁw.luunoun o / \ SCALEResreicreo GENERAL ARRANSEMENT
Racroe Hoox ; - “
Secrion D-D” Jecrion E-E Fusty Exrencen Posirion” \ W“Hﬂ“ahﬂ?. 4 BELL AirAcoMET
Nose Wree cover Doors- - ni u w >
W.AWYLAM

This plan appeared in the January 1945 Model Airplane News.

RAPA HOLLECTOR



-
—IRiM-]AB CONTROL k4 % 3
o o ad

——-TRim-TAE 713 3 q,

——BALANCE TRS ‘é § i

— w
ELEVATOR MINGE g $3 I.f)

1 E < 3, U

| A, 0
HEE X

i 2

Nove: E
DIMENSIONS, SCALE AND ARMAMENT & ol =
® ARE RESTRICTED. IESE d 2 P
DRAWINGS ARE FROVISIONAL ANO ARE g slz g
USEFUL FoR MODEL Work ONLY. g A% §;
o falf <
z| 3| 512 S
<jwjnjo ;
—— FAIRING PRNEL
—Irirt- TR
PRy Y Epee-LoweR

I \\wueeL Cover Dooes m:rs-l \

A 212

I \/\ \:\ \‘

O‘dY\ \\“Rerencreo wheer  progd! |
T

T
R T T

Expaust OuTLers “SpeuT Covee Dove. LusT Bue? P
-gue InTAKE Prror-Sraric TuBE~

HOGe

® ® ®

Cov.
— T~ _——
== S—
. K-K L-L
—_— o —=1
S———
M- ¢ ;
R NN
|
"\
| s \
rd .
- Ay
‘ A
e 7 = “\ v < LY commis INUINE ENGINE
seimnce Qurume~ /1 SuAgecHesser Aie INTAKE: - " ~Four BLaDED CoNTROLLABLE PITcH
Wuge Cover Boos | Exiausy Quyesrs 7 leaoine Epos- Ruvoer
Ou_CooLer fur INTAKE- /' rENGINE owL's. PaneLs

2

20 ¢

HORIZONTAL 5@&:1:&1 Y

ReTRACTED Noss Whzer'
Fowpeo Wucer Cover oors -~
RcTURTING BRM- Nose Wneet~" .~

‘[f‘ LEnTRANCE HATEH
Yoy -Srevr cover doce

—Snsmy Damper |

7

ToROUE Links — " (7R Prorsmmc Tvee-  °
AN \ ~

STRUT CovER Dooe~"

T —~—RerRacrion Ropws
T —Geount Line Ar Rowwune Rapis

&)

This plan appeared in the May 1945 Model Airplane News.
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This plan appeared in the June 1945 Model Airplane News.
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