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Above:  John Brown sent these photos of his Nickel Scale fleet.   He built them from old time plans for his grandkids to fly when they were 6-7 
years old.  Many  hours of fun for both grandpa and the kids!   

John Brown photo 

ABOVE LEFT:  Roger Willis sent this pc of his beautiful new Power Scale ship.    ABOVE RIGHT:  Air Marshall Gordy Roberts  and Dave Pishnery are 
getting ready for the new Half Wakefield event.  Clockwise from the top -  Korda’s Victory, Jaguar, and a Voodoo.  Below:  Some inspiration from 
the incomparable Bob Schlosberg  -  The J-3 Cub on the left is a modified Herr kit powered by a Modela C02 motor which will keep it aloft for 2 -3 
minutes consistently.  His 26” Sorrell Hyperlight is rubber powered and is a reliable one minute flier, with a “best” of 93 seconds.    

Cover shot :  You can almost feel the thermal rising as  Al Timko launches his Wanderer at the ‘09 NonNats in Geneso, NY.   Bob Clemens photo 
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If the Dreaded Red X shows up on your address label, it is 
time to renew your membership which includes six issues of 
this newsletter.    

Please note:  the Red X is the only notice you will receive. 

USA = $20.00  -  cash, check, money order, or PayPal. 

CANADA = $28.00 US   -  PayPal                           

OVERSEAS = $40.00 US  -  PayPal  

To use the PayPal option,  go to  flyingacesclub.com and click 

on “membership.”  The PayPal button is at the bottom of the 

page. 

Please make checks payable to:  Flying Aces Club,    

9154 Eldorado Trail,  Strongsville,  OH   44136 

Questions?  -  join@flyingacesclub.com 
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Plans  -   Special thanks to Tom Nallen II for his work on Len Weic-

zorek’s PZL plan.  Earl Stahl’s Wakefield “Gypsy” looks like a good one 

for the half Wake event, and it’s already half size!  And the attractive 

Peanut Scale Jodel 112 from Roger Aime links up with an S.O.S. appeal.   

Non Nats & WESTFAC registration forms are on the plans page center 
spread.    

Greetings Fellow Free Flighters, 

 There‟s not too much going on with the adminis-

trative side of things this time around so it‟s time to get  

back to some good old fashioned modeling stuff!  The 

only item on the docket is a tweak to the rules for the Rub-

ber Powered Jet Scale event.  The new set up  will clarify 

the eligibility of manned rocket powered aircraft in this 

event.   

 You‟ll be pleased to know that the new PayPal 

system is working well, and there has been a steady trickle 

of new members signing on through the website.  Renew-

als have been coming in at a steady pace too.  I‟m project-

ing that by this time next year we‟ll be on solid financial 

footing once again.   

 Speaking of club finances, I‟m sure that some of 

you have been wondering about the status of the bequest 

from Jack McGilvray.  It‟s not here yet, and we don‟t have 

any indication of when it might arrive.  These things al-

ways seem to take longer than you‟d think.   

 I‟ve gotten a few notes from members who are 

confused by the expiration date on their newsletters.  

Here‟s the deal:  Even if  your expiration date is the first 

of the month, you will get the newsletter that is due for 

that month...but of course it will carry the DRX.  The rea-

son we‟re adding the date is so you have some advance 

warning of when the Dreaded Red X will show up.   

 Many of you have included words of encourage-

ment with your dues payments.  I want you to know that it 

is very much appreciated.  There are occasionally times 

when it feels like my wheels are spinning, and those notes 

change the whole day.  Thanks.   

 One of the neatest items that crossed my desk re-

cently was a renewal check from long time club member 

Paul Hagen in Wisconsin.  It was unusual in that it also 

included gift subscriptions to the FACN for two libraries 

BACK ISSUES are available from GHQ  at  $5.00 each.  Be sure 

to renew on time!   FAC GHQ,   4207 Crosswinds Dr., Erie, PA  

16506-1299 
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N e w s  o n  t h e  W i n g  

R o s s  P .  M a y o ,  C i n C  

in his area.  What a terrific way to spread the word on the 

FAC.  Thanks Paul!   

 WESTFAC III is almost upon us.  Contact info is 

in our Contest Calendar in the back of this issue.  This 

event has gotten rave reviews from all the participants in 

years past, and it‟s a good bet that this one will be no ex-

ception.  There‟s a registration form in our center spread..   

 The third edition of the Harfang Chronicle has 

been unleashed by our friends in Montreal.  It‟s another 

wonderful collection of Free Flight info and fun.  You can 

find the link to this and the previous two editions here:  

http://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/

index.php?topic=4268.0    It‟s a lot to type, but worth it!  

 Special thanks go out to  Dick Bennet, Doug 

Ward, and Claud Powell. These guys picked up on my 

comment about the lack of an index to the plans in the 

FACN, and all three of them sent along copies of their 

personal indexes!  Now I‟ve got no excuse for printing a 

duplicate. There‟s no finer group than the Flying Aces.     

  See you on the flying field!      

              Rich Weber                                      

WINING AND DINING with the CinC, Cheryl ….. 

and Cliff. 

 Cheryl and I were in Key West, Florida recently. I 

was there for a week of professional seminars and she for 

sun and sand during the day and yours truly after five 

o‟clock in Margarita Ville. Most evenings we sought out 

“hole-in-the-wall” restaurants for great food with great 

service, and we were never disappointed. It was most dif-

ficult to return to Erie with the cold and snow, but I‟m not 

complaining…just stating the obvious. 

 For many years, Cheryl would spend her limited 

vacation days with me at Geneseo volunteering at the 

GHQ tent until the whining of the hanger queens got to 

her. (Cheryl is an Oncology Nurse at a Regional Cancer 

Center and deals with terminal ill patients and their fami-

lies every day.) Back at the hotel she would lament, “For 

crying out loud, it‟s just a freaking hobby!” But I di-

gress…this is about dining. 

 Needless to say, wining and dining, late night 

walks along the ocean and early morning lectures left little 

time or energy for reading emails from some of our 

“whiny” club members. (Note to self: Next vacation, don‟t 

take the laptop.) In this age of being “connected” at all 

times one just can‟t escape the “Cliffs” of this world. You 

remember Cliff Claven from the TV show Cheers? He‟s 

the guy that knows it all, and contributes very little to the 

well being of those around him. Well, sorry to say, there 

are a few “Cliffs” in the FAC. 

 Here‟s a few examples of the recent correspon-

dence from the FAC Cliffs: 

 “I sent my dues in yesterday and I have yet to re-

ceive my issue of the FAC News.” Geeze oh wheeze Cliff! 

The FAC is a non-profit social club with services provided 

by unpaid volunteers. The process takes time. And the 

FAC has NO control of the US Post Office once it gets 

into their hands. “Bulk mail” is like voodoo…no one 

knows how or when it will work. 

 Another member complained that his Kanone was 

disallowed; that he beat the other two members of his 

club, “Big time!” Well, the Keeper of Kanones informed 

this Cliff that the event / Kanone in question was not an 

official FAC event. (Unofficial events can qualify for Ka-

nones with pre-approval from GHQ…which was not done 

in this particular case.)  For the sake of argument, let‟s say 

that the event actually was an official event of the FAC. 

Okay Cliff, so you won an event.  It doesn‟t make you 

Master of the Universe.  A Kanone should be a measure of 

how well YOU…as an individual are developing skills as 

a modeler.  A Kanone is about the competition with ONE-

SELF.  A Kanone is just a number…whether won in a 

three person contest or against thirty-three members as at 

WESTFAC. Competition is not just about winning in the 

FAC. It‟s about the enjoyment of the research, the build-

ing and the flying of our models in the company of others 

who DO GET IT! 

 Perhaps those like Cliff think “FAC” stands for 

“Flog Another Competitor.” It doesn‟t, but it could mean, 
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B o n u s  P o i n t   Q u i z  

N e w  F A C  S q u a d r o n  

“Fun And Camaraderie.” 

 Another Cliff insisted upon a free membership 

because he had reached X number of years in age and had 

been a loyal member of the FAC for X number of years.  

To this Cliff I say, “Happy Birthday and thanks!”  Now 

run that logic past NEWSWEEK, PLAYBOY or LADIES 

HOME JOURNAL and let me know what they say.  

 A surviving son of a Life-Time Member informed 

GHQ that his father recently passed away (our collective 

condolences). He (the son) would like GHQ to continue 

sending his deceased father‟s subscription as he (the son) 

enjoyed reading it also. Sorry, there has never been a 

“Dynasty Level Membership.”  

And speaking of LIFE-TIME MEMBERSHIP… 

 There are a certain number of members who enjoy 

the benefits of membership who do not pay the annual 

dues for several reasons. One group is those individuals 

who took Lin up on his offer to purchase Life-Time Mem-

berships. If you are one of those fortunate few, I will con-

tinue to honor your membership status, however, you 

MUST contact me with such proof that you did indeed pay 

for a Life-Time Membership. Lin did not keep very good 

records nor did he foresee increases in total cost as we 

have experienced over the past few years. GHQ has been 

reluctant to pass on each and every production cost in-

crease over the years, but as Rich Weber,  FAC Treasurer, 

has announced, our “cushion” is just about a thing of the 

past. As a Life-Time Member I‟ll contact you in turn and 

negotiate a “donation” to help with all the recent fee in-

creases. If you do not contact me, your membership will 

automatically revert to a regular membership and you will 

be notified of your renewal date like everyone else. Keep 

in mind, back issues are $5.00 each so you don‟t want any 

interruptions with your subscription. 

 As is customary in the newsletter trade, editors of 

club newsletters who exchange issues with our editor re-

ceive a free issue.  If you are an editor, please notify Rich 

Weber, FAC Editor that you are or would like to exchange 

issues. Please do not send any more “free editor exchange 

issues” to Mrs. Reichel.  If you have sent any “free” issues 

to me, please send me a bill and I‟ll sign up for a regular 

subscription.  Hey! I like to know what‟s going on out 

there with the local clubs. 

 There is another group of members receiving spe- Miles M.14  

FAC Squadron #53, known as the Yankee Air Pirates 

was recently authorized by GHQ.   Congratulations!   

Those interested in joining can contact the Squadron CO: 

Mark C. Rzadca 

17 High Point Trail 

Fairport NY 14450                   

Email:  mrz01@rochester.rr.com  

cial benefits that were originally extended by Lin for rea-

sons unknown to the current volunteers of GHQ.  Over the 

next few months you will be contacted and informed that 

your membership status will be changed to “regular mem-

ber” and when your annul dues will be due. 

 As I said earlier, the newsletter should be a break 

even process, but over the past few years the small 

“cushion” we enjoyed has all but been eliminated: primar-

ily due to postal increases and the reluctance of GHQ to 

raise dues.  I believe that the vast majority of you will un-

derstand the necessity of the steps being taken at this time 

to keep the newsletter coming to you as you have come to 

enjoy.   Until next time Cliff… 

 BUILD what turns you on. FLY as much as you 

can. WIN…just let it happen.    

    

   Ross P. Mayo, CinC 
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FAC Rubber Jet Scale  Rule Change Proposal 

BP QUIZ answer -   10 points for low wing, and 5 for 

tandem.   

Shorty’s Basement’s newest 
kit:  Born Loser designed by 
Al Backstrom.  15” wingspan 
that is a fun flyer and meets 
F.A.C. Embryo rules.  Full kit; 
laser cut.   
 
Introductory price $19.95 + 
$7.50 shipping. 

 
23 page color catalog available for $4.00.   

 
1036 Bexley Ave. Marion, OH  43302  

Ph:  740 225 8671 email:  carolekane@shortysbasement.com  
web site:  www.shortysbasement.com  

Proposed changes to FAC RULES, Chapter 

III, Section 1.0, Rules “R” and “S” 

Eliminate distinction between MANNED ROCKETS and 

JETS. Two sets of rules become one, resulting in the follow-

ing: 

R   *FAC Rubber Jet / Manned Rocket Scale  

 1.  No restrictions on wingspan. 

 2.  These models may not compete in any other FAC Rub-

ber Scale event when there is an FAC Rubber  

      Jet / Manned Rocket Scale event at the contest. 

 3.  When no Rubber Jet / Manned Rocket Scale  

      event is listed, each Rubber Jet / Manned Rocket 

      Scale model will compete according to wingspan  

      in FAC Rubber Scale events #1-4. 

 4.  A single jet / rocket propelled aircraft may have a 

      prop: 

      a.  Located on the nose OR tail section of the  

            fuselage. 

      b.  "Pusher" bonus points awarded if prop is on 

            the tail. 

      c.  Tandem props are prohibited. 

           1)  Exception: If the full scale aircraft had a   

                prop on the nose and a jet engine in the  

                rear of the fuseage, then tandem rubber  

                powered props are allowed with "pusher"  

                bonus points awarded. 

                Example: Ryan Fireball FR-1. 

 5.  Multiple jet propelled aircraft with more than  

     one jet engine "buried within the fuselage" will 

     be considered 

      as a "single jet aircraft." 

      Example: McDonnell F-4 Phantom 

 6.  Multiple jet propelled aircraft with wing nacelles: 

      a.  May have the props located in the front OR rear of 

           each nacelle. 

      b.  Props on the rear of each nacelle qualify the model 

           for the "pusher" bonus points. 

 7.  Tandem props are prohibited. 

Messerschmitt Me 163 Komet  

mailto:carolekane@shortysbasement.com
http://www.shortysbasement.com
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  Hannan’s Runway 

Bill and Joan continue downsizing the business; however, Hannan's Runway publications and Frank Zaic books remain available, 

while they last. (Dealer inquires are also invited). Please check website  for current inventory. 

www.hrunway.com  

P.O.Box 210,  Magalia, CA 95954     

The Gadgeteer 

 Here's a hint that falls under the heading, "If it's stupid and it works, it ain't stupid."  I sometimes install new mo-

tors in more planes than I actually fly at a contest.  Of course, over time, I've forgotten which motors remain new and 

which ones I'd used.  Now, when I install a new motor, I always put a little label on the prop to remind me.  If I don't fly 

the plane, I'll remember for the next time.   The Gadgeteer.  

 Steve Griebling has been using stainless steel tubing for his rear motor pegs.  Available from SMALL PARTS, 

INC.  15901 SW 29TH ST.    MIRAMAR, FL 33027    Phone: 1-800 220 9009    www.smallparts.com 

The part number for the .083" O.D. Tubing, with .067" bore is HTXX 14T - 12-10 

It allows the use of a 1/16” stooge wire, and the OD is just a little under the common 3/32” aluminum tubing we‟re used 

to.  Since SS tubing is tough to flare, he uses 1/16" long pieces of neoprene fuel line tubing to keep it in place.  The neo-

prene is pretty difficult to stretch since it has only a 1/16"' bore, so he stretches it over a length of 3/32 alum tubing with 

a short length of 1/16" music wire inside the alum tube, then inserts the music wire into the stainless and push the neo-

prene bit home, right off the alum tube.  It works like a charm.   

 ...and another tip, this time from Fast Eddie Pelatowski:  “When painting camouflage patterns, instead of taping 

all the different color lines, I just stretch Brawny paper towels to separate the colors.  Lines are not razor sharp, but much 

more than adequate.  I had to use a little tape here and there to keep everything in place.  I used Tamiya and Testors wa-

ter based acrylics, and it came out very well.  The method was less successful when I tried to use it to paint on the roun-

dels on my Fairey Barracuda.”     
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WESTFAC…. Hello from the Folks out West 
Roger Willis 

 This column features the FLYING ACES Squad-

rons in Texas and New Mexico. This wild bunch of 

FAC‟ers have, and continue to be a fantastic bunch of 

builders and flyers.  

 The Texas outfits are THE LONE STAR Squad-

ron FAC 17, LOS PILOTOS LOCOS FAC 34, and THE 

ALAMO ESCADRILLE Squadron FAC 26.  

 THE LONE STAR SQUADRON has its HQ in 

Keller Texas and has some illustrious flyers like Mike 

Midkiff [FACHF], Ed DeLoach [yes Don‟s Dad] and Rich 

Adams . Originally, the Dallas/Fort Worth model flying 

clubs were called respectively, The Cliff Cloud Climbers 

of Dallas and the Fort Worth Planesmen of Fort Worth. As 

scale activity in these groups expanded, a sub-group called 

THE LONE STAR SQUADRON emerged in the 1980‟s. 

This squadron quickly became avid supporters of the 

FLYING ACES CLUB and the scale events morphed from 

AMA scale rules to exclusively FAC rules and events. 

Some of its charter members were: Ed DeLoach, Don 

DeLoach, Duke Horn and Al Backstrom. 

 LOS PILOTOS LOCOS is based in Houston, and 

counts Mike Isermann, Dave Collins, Bob Isaacks, and 

Mark Barlow among its members.   

 THE ALAMO ESCADRILLE SQUADRON was 

formed in 1991 by Joe Joseph , the current Editor of the 

infamous “Windy Sock” newsletter many of you receive. 

Some of its members include  Dick Adams, Bruce Finley 

and Florent Baecke..  

 Now on to New Mexico. THE RIO GRANDE 

SQUADRON was formed in 1990 by Bob Leishman 

[FACHF] and is the only FLYING ACES Squadron in 

New Mexico. One of its founding members is our own 

Phil Thomas who coined our regional FAC event name 

WESTFAC. Phil was the guy pacing  up and down the 

flight line at the FLYING ACES 2010 Nationals urging 

everyone to come to WESTFAC III in Denver this June. 

You could tell who Phil was right away by all the flyers he 

was putting on your cars! 

 Mike Midkiff, Phil Thomas ,Ed DeLoach and 

Rich Adams are all members of a unique group of Build-

ers and Flyers who make up the WESTFAC WORKING 

COMMITTEE. They are some of the Committee Members 

who actually plan and execute all of the WESTFAC 

Events and were the real drivers behind WESTFAC II in 

Gainesville Texas in 2009.  

 With PRE-REGISTRATION well underway  for 

WESTFAC III in Denver on June 22nd through the 25th, 

we hope to see some of the FLYING ACES from all over 

America come , fly and have a great time. At WESTFAC 

II in Texas, some great flyers like George White from 

Florida and Chris Starleaf from Illinois came , flew and 

had a ball by all of their comments.  I know I speak for all 

of the WORKING COMMITTEE that will be our primary 

goal for all WESTFAC Events…. To give you, the builder 

and flyer, the best FAC Event you ever attended……   

Many Maxes to All         Roger Willis 
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On the Nature of Kanones 
An Editorial 

 It‟s time to publish our annual Kanone Report, an 

event I used to look forward to, but now I must confess, 

it‟s something that I greet with mixed feelings.  This 

seemed like a good time to take a fresh look at that list.   

 When I began flying in FAC contests, a win was a  

very rare thing.  It was fun watching my tally grow slowly 

over the years, and a major thrill when I finally reached 

the magic number of sixteen and received my Blue Max.  I 

still believe that most of the FAC members view this 

unique record system as one of the “fun” things about the 

club, but there are those who seem to put a lot more em-

phasis on it than it warrants.   

 I‟ve witnessed conversations where the skills of 

modelers have been compared based on that number next 

to their name.  It‟s worth taking a close look at what that 

number represents.  It is often like comparing apples and 

oranges.  There are plenty of fliers who have lots of ka-

nones, but do most, if not all their flying at their local club 

contests.  They are obviously competent modelers, able to 

best a handful of local fliers regularly.  Nothing wrong 

with that, but it hardly makes them better modelers than 

the guy who goes to one or two major contests per year 

and regularly comes out on top of a group of 20 of the best 

in the country.  I look at that list and see lots of fellows 

with smaller tallies that I consider much better modelers 

than I.  I‟m blessed with an active local club that has six 

contests every year.  If I fly middling well, but do it often 

enough, the law of averages says that I‟ll come out on top 

once in a while.   

 Take that list for what it‟s worth:  a fun way to 

track your progress over the years.  If the number next to 

your name becomes the reason that you build models, 

you‟ve missed the point.  If bumping up that number is the 

reason that you go to the field, ask yourself if you‟d con-

sider keeping a lifetime tally of your wins in Monopoly or 

pinochle.  More importantly, ask yourself what is accom-

plished if you get to the top of the list, and there‟s no one 

left to read it.   

 It‟s a lot more important to spend some time 

teaching the new guys how to play the game than it is to 

whip them.  Take the time to pass along the tradition, and 

let the kanones come when they will.                  Wingnut 
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H a l f  S i z e  W a k e f i e l d  
R u l e s  

1. Event open to any published 8oz Wakefield from 1937 through 

Dec. 31, 1952. 

2. Must be half size, i.e.: 

    A. Wing Area : 50 square inches, +/- a bit. 

    B. Fuselage cross section: Length squared /100 

         Example: 18” length would equal 3.24 sq. in. cross section 

    C. Minimum weight: 1 oz. finished model, empty, without rubber. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. No messing with plan! Must use the construction as used on the       

    full sized model.  

    Allowances: 

    A.  The number of wing ribs may be decreased to keep the wing  

          loading reasonable.  Some Wakefield‟s had a lot of wing ribs 

          of   thin balsa (eg. 1” spacing of 1/32 sheet) so we allow such  

          a model to have half the ribs but of the original thickness to 

          get away from 1/64” sheet. 

    B.  Provisions for a D/T, detachable wings and stab are allowed. 

    C.  Fuselage construction 1/16” sq. 

4. Prop: Rigid free-wheeling propellers only. No feathering or folding   

    props even though the original plans called for them. 1 or 2 bladed rigid  

    props of wood or plastic shall be permitted. 

5. Rubber: No restrictions. 

6. Launch: Must rise off ground from a three (3) point stance. 

7. Target: Three (3) – 2 minute maxes. Fly off to be one unlimited flight 

    among the competitors. 
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The Life and Times of Dave Mitchell--- A Biography 

 

My name is Dave Mitchell.  I was born nearly 50 years 

ago in the sunny rear cabin of a beat-up Waco QDC en 

route from Deland, Florida to Atlanta, Ga.  My mom and 

dad, a cropduster and a cropduster‟s mechanic respec-

tively, were on the first leg of a cross-country flying vaca-

tion when mom felt a tickle in her stomach, handed the 

controls over to Dad, and came back fifteen minutes later 

with me swaddled in a parachute.  Both profess to have 

been completely surprised by this turn of events, but they 

kept me anyway and raised me the best they could, which 

from where I sat was pretty darn well.   

 

From the beginning, it was clear I would be an aeromod-

eler; my first word was “Ambroid”, and my first toy was 

an X-Acto knife.  While the other kids were watching TV, 

ossifying their brains watching reruns of “Leave it to Bea-

ver”, I was exploring the in and outs of dope and tissue 

technique.  It could perhaps be argued that I was ossifying 

MY brain, working with dope at such a tender age, but at 

least I was on a mission: to build as many of the Guillows 

and Sterling kits that my dad fed me as I possibly could.  I 

was fairly unconcerned with whether they actually flew or 

not, preferring instead to concentrate on my building.  

Given that the planes generally did not fly well at all, but 

rather tended to die quick, screaming-.020, ground-loop-

style free flight deaths, my building skills progressed 

apace. In due time I had graduated to mini Old Timers 

with ACE pulse radios and a Tee Dee .020 up front.  

Though I flew some of my Dad‟s full-house, big R/C jobs, 

I was never all that great a pilot, and the close-to-free-

flight experience with the old soarers was to provide me 

with my first real flying success.  I then married my love 

of scale with my newfound confidence, and graduated to 

the superb Flyline kits that were just coming out at the 

time.  Having been weaned on die-crushed 15# Guillows 

balsa, imagine my shock at the lightweight print wood 

sheets I found in the Flyline kits.  I thought print wood 

was a new development in kit manufacturing! Ah, youth. 

 

This happy progression was interrupted for four years 

when I went to college, discovered girls, music and art, 

and very nearly forgot about model airplanes altogether.  

However, a yard-sale Guillows SE5 kit I bought in my 

senior year, when my need was greatest, rekindled the 

flame: I still vividly recall the sense of elation I felt as I 

cranked up the .020, tossed her into the air, and puttered 

her around in a Florida schoolyard before bringing her to a 

shaky but successful landing, rudder bang-banging and the 

tank dry.  With the electric movement gaining steam, I 

If you are interested in FAC racing mass launch events 

and Cleveland Air Race history, The Society of Air Race 

Historians could be of special interest to you.  Covered 

are historical air races from 1929 through 1949, including 

many photos, race statistics, and race narrative. 

Also included are special interest articles pertaining to air 

racing.  Try it – you’ll like it! 

Ron Teichert 

http://www.airrace.com/index.htm  

W o r t h w h i l e   

W e b s i t e  

F A C  P r o f i l e s  

moved up to four-channel R/C, building a handful of mod-

els in the 48-54” range paired with the superb Astro 05 

motor and 7 Nicads.  I still remember the gas guys shaking 

their heads as I exulted in the glory of a five-minute  flight 

and a dead-stick landing.  

  

Fortunately, a chance meeting with a Maxecuter at a local 

hobby shop in the early 2000s drew me back from the  R/

C brink and got me thinking about rubber Free Flight 

again; a call from Hurst Bowers inviting me to join the 

Maxecuters pulled me in further; and after attending my 

first FAC Nats in 2004, I dove in headfirst and have yet to 

come up for air.  The Maxecuters made me their Secretary 

in 2007, a position I have jealously guarded ever since.  I 

began to get involved in FAC GHQ in a big way in 2010, 

joining the FAC Council, serving as the co-creator and 

administrator of the ever-evolving FAC website and, as 

the Keeper of the Rules, working very hard on an official 

level to verify that people mean what they say and say 

what they mean.   

 

“Does he have a life”, you ask?  Yes.  In real life I am a 

self-employed custom cabinet and furniture maker, plying 

my trade in the Washington, DC area for the past 15 years.  

I have been very happily married to my wife Amanda for 

22 years, and we have a large teenage son named Colin 

with whose extremely loud drum set I share my model 

building area.  Kate the Corgi and Ozzy the Cat round out 

the household and make sure that we all get up on time.  

 

(Editor‟s note:  No photo was included with this profile as 

Dave‟s mug shows up in these pages way too often al-

ready.)   
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2011 FAC Non Nats Event Schedule 

JULY  14   8:00-5:00   15 events  

 

FAC SCALE-Best flight of Three 

#1 FAC Peanut 

#2 FAC Rubber Scale 

#3 FAC Jumbo 

#6 FAC Rocket / Jet 

#7 FAC Pioneer 

#8 FAC Power 

 

TOTF (Total of Three Flights): SCALE 
#10 Golden Age Civil 

#13 Modern Military 

#14 Low Wing Mil. Trainer 

 

 

TOTF (Total of Three Flights): NON SCALE 
#29 Embryo Endurance 

#31 OT Rubber Cabin 

#34 OT Gas Replica- (Target time / lowest total deviation wins) 

   

 

MASS LAUNCH 

#21 WWI---9:00am  

#20 Goodyear / F1---11:00am 

#15 Thompson Trophy---3:00 

JULY 15   8:00-4:00  14 events  

  

FAC SCALE-Best flight of Three 

#1 FAC Peanut 

#2 FAC Rubber Scale 

#3 FAC Jumbo 

#6 FAC Rocket / Jet 

#7 FAC Pioneer 

#8 FAC Power 

  

TOTF (Total of Three Flights): SCALE 
#11 Golden Age Military 

#12 Modern Civil 

      

TOTF (Total of Three Flights): NON SCALE 
#30 OT Rubber Stick 

#33 FAC Jimmy Allen 

 

#24 DIME SCALE (2012 rules)  

 

MASS LAUNCH  
#16 Greve---10:00am 

#22 WWII---1:00pm 

  

SPECIAL EVENT:   
#36 Half- Size Wakefield 

NOTES: 

 

FAC SCALE (Events #1-3, 6-8): 

 -Scale judging will begin at 2:00pm on July 13th at the HAG Hangar. 

 -Flight scoring:  Best of Three official flights 

 

TOTF SCALE (Events #10-14): 

 -All TOFT scale models will be informally judged on the field for compliance with the new Pilot‟s Pre-Launch 

   Checklist (PPLC), which replaces the old “45 point rule” standard. The PPLC is available on the website, as well  

  as in FAC Newsletter #258.  This will be a “soft” phase in of the new rule, but all competitors are encouraged 

  to make an honest effort to comply.  Outrageous flouting of the new rule will merit a public flogging. 

 

DIME SCALE will be flown to the 2012-2014 rules. Available on the FAC Website, and in FAC Newsletter #256 

 

MASS LAUNCH  (Events #15, 16, 20-22): 

 -All TOFT scale models will be informally judged on the field for compliance with the new Pilot‟s Pre-Launch  

   Checklist (PPLC), which replaces the old “45 point rule” standard.  

 -No qualifying heats: Everybody‟s in! 

 -No 15% motor rule.  Load „em up! 

 -All fliers must have a mechanic; all mechanics must have a stopwatch; all flights will be TIMED till down. 

 -We will fly a minimum number of heats; count on no more than four TOTAL for each event.  It will be ruthless. 

 

HALF-SIZED WAKEFIELD-as per rules posted on the FAC Website and in FAC Newsletter #259.  Models must weigh 1oz.  

  minimum ready to fly, without rubber. 
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A n  I m p r o v e d  N o s e  B u t t o n  
J o h n  R e g a l b u t o   

THE REGAL ADJUSTABLE NOSE BUTTON 

 

The Regal Adjustable Nose Button is a very simple but 
positive device. It consists of a ball and socket arrange-
ment wherein the outer flange of the socket may be 
drawn up to secure the ball from any rotation. 

Currently I have 8 types available.   

  
1. Front adjustable, nylon bushed for .032 " diameter prop shaft 
2. Rear adjustable, nylon bushed for .032 " diameter prop shaft 
3. Front adjustable, nylon bushed for .047 " diameter prop shaft 
4. Rear adjustable, nylon bushed for .047 " diameter prop shaft 
5. Front adjustable, with 1/16 " OD brass tube for .032 " diameter 
prop shaft. (This version allows easy installation of Nason free 
wheeling mechanism) 
6. Rear adjustable, with 1/16" OD brass tube for .032 " diameter 
prop shaft. (This version allows easy installation of Nason free 
wheeling mechanism) 
7. Front adjustable PEANUT SIZE for .032 diameter prop shaft 
8. Rear adjustable PEANUT SIZE for .032 diameter prop shaft 

  
The front adjustable versions are for models without spin-
ners. The thrust line can be adjusted without removing the 
nose block and even with the motor fully wound. 
  
The rear adjustable versions are for models with spin-
ners.  The nose block must be removed to adjust thrust line, 
since the spinner generally blocks access from the front. 

 

The button  can be retrofitted to a CRP in a few minutes.    

  
Types 1 through 6  cost $6.50 each.  Types 7 and 8 cost $7.50 
each due to the increased cost of the smaller screws. 
First Class shipping with delivery confirmation is $2.50 regard-
less of number ordered. 
Each unit comes with reverse S (z-hook) prop shaft and a hex 
key tool. 
Personal check is OK.  

If you encounter any problems with the unit, let me know. I 
will make it right. 

 

John Regalbuto 

11 East Street 

Georgetown, MA 01833 

978-352-4834 
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E i n s t e i n  v s .  

 A l b a t r o s  
M u m b o  J u m b o  # 1 4 9   

F r o m  t h e  G l u e  G u r u  

 Even as we struggle with airfoil design, and sigh 

over the complexity of the camber issue - too much - too 

little - undercamber?  Who knows?  It‟s reassuring to turn 

to an accepted genius for his solution.  And sure enough, 

buried in the pile of airfoils tested by Germany‟s Goettin-

gen before and during WWI, is a design solution by none 

other than Albert Einstein.  (See below  - #95)    And im-

mediately below Einstein‟s is that of Albatros (#96) as 

used in their fighter series, #2 and 3.  The difference in 

concept is obvious; and certainly Einstein‟s hump seems 

odd.   

 How did they fare 

under test?  As you‟ve 

guessed, Albatros did well 

indeed.  Some variation on 

this theme continues even 

today as and indoor airfoil, 

where it offers plenty of lift, 

a good L/D, and decent stall 

behavior.  

 As for Einstein‟s, it 

tested poorly in all respects.  

How can he have been so 

far wrong? 

 We don‟t know his reasoning, but perhaps he 

hoped that the leading section would accelerate passing air 

upwards, producing a vacuum resulting in lift.  It didn‟t 

happen.  The proper way to produce upward acceleration 

is by reversing his curve, turning it into the #96 format.   

 Any abrupt transition amounting to a break in the 

surface, be it Einstein‟s hump or a modern aircraft flap, is 

most undesirable.  The result must be much local turbu-

lence, as local moving air, unable to follow the hump con-

tour, loses its basic trajectory and tears loose.  The final 

effect is one of high drag.  I think it best to avoid such 

things.  If necessary for reasons of scale to include flaps, 

set them at a zero flap angle, insuring a smooth flow.   

   An Advert for Myself 

 The Glue Guru‟s popular approach to aerodynam-

ics has been used by author Leon Bennet to pen a series of 

books centered on the tactic, aircraft designs, and combat 

history of the Red Baron, the world leading ace fighter 

pilot of WWI.   

 The Fokker Triplane, long identified with Richt-

hofen, has been the subject of a special volume:  Three 

Wings for the Red Baron which is currently being re-

printed by Helion Books.   

 His controversial end itself, long the subject of 

wild rumors and lies, has been examined with the tools of  

engineering logic, and the results printed as:  Fall of the 

Red Baron, also by Helion Books. 

 Finally, Gunning for the Red Baron sums up the 

tactics and gunnery.  All at Amazon or your local book 

store.     
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Clubster Rudy Kluiber is looking for drawings of the Cur-
tiss OX-5 engine.   If you can help, contact him at:  2021 
Lakeland Ave., Lakewood, OH  44107        216-226-6838   

S.O.S. 

T h e  G o l d e n  A g e  

b y  

F r a n  P t a s z k i e w i c z   

 As part of the “Junior Aviators” page in the Sun-

day magazine section of the many-years-ago-defunct Buf-

falos Times newspaper, there would always be a coupon 

inviting you to join the “Junior Aviators” club.  A mem-

bership coupon, as it was called,  is shown here. Joining 

this elite group  would gain you admittance to a free show-

ing of the movie “Wings” or other films at a big name 

Shea‟s theater in downtown Buffalo, front row seats at the 

air shows or air displays then popular in the area.  Tours 

through the Curtiss, Bell, or Consolidated Aircraft Com-

pany‟s would be held on Saturdays with bus or streetcar 

transportation provided by the Times.   

 Yep, you could take a streetcar from my house to 

the Curtiss plant, or a long walk to the Bell or Consoli-

dated Companies.  This in the mid 1930s when there was 

no war and no security concerns.   

 Thus membership was an open door to free stuff 

for the young aviation buff at a time when there might not 

have been any money for entertainment.  That member-

ship card to the club and the interest shown by the Scripps

-Howard Newspaper chain continued for many years in 

other cities following the closing of the Buffalo Times. 

 The “Junior Aviator” coupon would have to be 

filled out and mailed or hand-carried to the Junior Avia-

tion Editor at his newspaper office.  A full time job for 

some lucky chap.  A free membership card would be is-

sued and that would be a young aviation minded person‟s 

passport to the various activities sponsored  by the news-

Here’s one that’s a bit out of the ordinary:   

Club member Roger Aime has offered to trade six of his 

beautiful Peanut Scale plans for a half box of Tan II rub-

ber.  He sent along his Jodel D 112 plan as a sample of 

his work.  You can check it out in the plans section of 

this issue.  Contact Roger at:  292 Bd G. Clemenceau, 

13300 Salon de Provence, France 

paper for all those eligible.   

 The coupon was simple.  Name, Age, School, 

Grade, Address, and the question:  Have you ever built 

model planes - Yes - No.  The age group was between 10 

and 18 years of age and was open to boys and girls.   

 Once completed and returned to the paper, your 

card would be issued, giving the young person some free 

of charge fun in the midst of the Great Depression.     
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FAC Contest Calendar 
Cloudbuster Fred Greg, aka Loopy, is the official FAC Contest Calendar Coordinator.  He’ll be your contact man for all contest announcements.  

You can reach him one way or another with the information below.   

                         586.884.6919                   loopy.cbfac@yahoo.com  Fred Gregg   13701 Provincial Dr     Sterling Heights, MI,  48313-2018 

 The free flight club of the D.C. Maxecuters hosted indoor flying at the National Building Museum on 6 March.  Flying in this 

historic building in the heart of Washington D.C. is a perfect site to introduce the general public to the gentle magic of indoor fly-

ing.  Working with the staff of the museum, the club volunteered to conduct a Delta Dart building session followed by the always-

exciting mass launch.  Club members helped the kids trim their airplanes. 

           The Delta Darts were followed by an indoor contest for free flight airplanes in one atrium and radio controlled airplanes in 

another atrium.  The museum was packed with visitors as families escaped the driving rain outside for some family fun in the mu-

seum.  They could clearly see who was ahead with the numerous mass launch events and could cheer on their favorite peanut 

scale or no-cal models.  The four story atriums provided lots of flying space, with a favorite spot to watch being from the upper 

floors as models flew up towards them.   The photo opposite shows a group of youngsters awaiting Delta Dart flying.                                                                   

Glen Simpers   

      

      

      

      

      

      

Raeford NC May 14, 15 Kudzu Classic Dan Driscoll (FAC) djdriscoll@cox.net 703.684.0908  

    John Diebolt (AMA) jdiebolt@mindspring.com 919.467.1025   

Flint MI May 15 Cloudbusters FAC FF Broome Park Mike Welshans mbwelshans@aol.com 248.545.7601  

Muncie  IN May 21, 22 McCook Annual Dan DeAngelo   dad4584@who.rr.com 937.760.0886  

Elyria OH May 22 Cleveland Free Flight Society Jim Gaffney jamesfgaffney@hotmail.com 

Muncie  IN May 28, 29 Balsa Bug Inter City Paul Crowley   usa2298@comcast.net 586.294.1236   

Flint  MI June 4 Cloudbusters FAC FF Broome Park Mike Welshans mbwelshans@aol.com 248.545.7601  

Elyria OH June 5 Cleveland Free Flight Society Jim Gaffney jamesfgaffney@hotmail.com 

Denver CO June 22-25 2011 WESTFAC Mk. III  www.westernfac.com 

Whitesburg  GA June 25 

TTOMA June FAC Event 
www.thermalthumbers.com  Dohrman Crawford  

tum25@bellsouth.net             

770-698-8737  

Elyria OH July 31 Cleveland Free Flight Society Jim Gaffney jamesfgaffney@hotmail.com 

Otay Mesa CA August 14 FAC Squadron #41 George Mansfield gmansfield75@gmail.com 

Denver CO Sept 3-5 FAC Mountain States Scramble CD - Don DeLoach ddeloach@comcast.net 

Muncie IN Sept 8-9 2011 Outdoor Champs CD - Ralph Kuenz rdkuenz@yahoo.com 

    F. Gregg loopy.cbfac@yahoo.com 

Otay Mesa CA Nov 13……………                                 FAC Squadron #41 George Mansfield gmansfield75@gmail.com 

ATTENTION CDs -  We could use your help in making this list a useful resource for our members.  You can 

help boost participation in your contest and give some new fliers an opportunity to join the fun.  Get your 

contest info to our CCC (contact info above) and help to make this program a success.  Please pitch in and do 

your bit.   

Flying at the National Building Museum 

mailto:loopy.cbfac@yahoo.com
mailto:djdriscoll@cox.net
mailto:jdiebolt@mindspring.com
mailto:mbwelshans@aol.com
mailto:dad4584@who.rr.com
mailto:usa2298@comcast.net
mailto:mbwelshans@aol.com
http://www.westernfac.com/
http://www.thermalthumbers.com/
mailto:tum25@bellsouth.net
mailto:gmansfield75@gmail.com
mailto:ddeloach@comcast.net
mailto:rdkuenz@yahoo.com
mailto:loopy.cbfac@yahoo.com
mailto:gmansfield75@gmail.com
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Despite his perfect launch, Wally’s heart sank as he realized he had 

inadvertently dialed in full left tailwheel.   

Seconds later, the Miles was a tangled mass of tissue and splinters.   

Glen Simpers photo 
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Some photos from the Texas Scale Champs held in September of last year in Gainesville.  Above Left:  Duke Horn  wind-

ing his Wanderer.  Dennis Murray is seen in the background setting up his PT-19 on a stooge.  Below Left:  Second 

place winners were awarded “crying towels” to mark their accomplishment.  Below Right:  Harold Knapp with his terri-

fic looking Douglas Skyraider.   














