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Thompson Mass Launch at the 2018 Outdoor Champs
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This has turned out to be a high peanut content
issue. George Nunez sent in a nifty peanut scale YAK-3
his son drew and he built. At Geneseo this year, its first
flight was over 3 min, but flew it on the wrong day, so that
didn't count and was too windy the following days, weights
7.59.

Jim Vliet sent in a peanut scale Sonerai-1 Formula V
raceplane based on a model that Dick Gorman made some
years ago. Jim owned a full scale Sonerai and knows what
one should look like.

AeroFred.com has been featuring center folds from
Model Builder. Here is Walt Mooney's ANT-2 peanut as a
candidate for Vance's high wing transport challenge.

Finally for our obligatory WWI plan | found a Peerless
Nieuport 17 that not only is peanut sized but simplified in
the Dimer spirit. I'm going to have to put one together for
our indoors sessions.

Our only non-peanut is a Comet Dimer Spitfire that
many have been building. We will have a Battle of Brittan
event at the non-Nats that suits it. | found cad drawn plans
of it on the Internet, but can't remember who did it. Here is
the cad print wood that fits the original plans exactly.

Speaking of dimers, our CinC has A DIMER FOR
YOUR THOUGHTS—Part 2 A Running Commentary on
the Spirit of Dime Scale. | also have reprinted an article |
wrote on Dimers in 1995 in MaxFax. It features a list of all
Comet dimers.

Notes on the Wing clarifies the new racer rules and we
have the lists of eligible racers for those who aren't
comfortable getting them on the FAC web site.

Vance Muses on high wing transports and Rick talks abut
promoting contests. Roger reports from the west.

Photos page 2
1. Chris Starleaf's Breda Ba 88 at the WFAC meet in

CO.in 2011.
2. Sky Mayo’s Flying Aces moth.
3. Dave Mitchell’s Vickers Vulcan enlarged from
Pres Bruning’s peanut plan in the latest MaxFax.
4. Rick Pendzick’s EasyBuilt WACO Model c.
5. Comet Grumman Avenger built 30 years ago by
Ric Dittman in Willow, Alaska. Still looks good.
Mike Welshans’ Waterman peanut racer.
Dr. Richard Zapf's Comet Spitfire Dimer.
Keith Sterner ‘s first kit offering from Schultz’s
hangar.
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SHULTZ'S HANGER.

| am starting my latest kitting business after a long
period of in activity and now a number of years into
retirement. | plan to kit a vast number of types and sizes of
both F/F and Electric designs by many designers of both
the past and present... There are just so many models that
have proven themselves worthy of being reborn!

My business name is "SHULTZ'S HANGAR".

| have started with the release of the beautiful Chris
Starleaf designed "Breda Ba-88 Lynx. It has a wing span of
34.5" and is a COMPETITION short kit. This means that
this kit has (10) sheets of laser cut parts of which most is of
4-6#, "C" grain balsa, a CD that contains many pictures
and building info of both Chris's prototype and Walt
Farrell's model, the print patterns for all of the markings,
string tic-mark location sheet, parts identification
sheet, 3-v and most importantly the large VERY detailed
.PDF CAD plan of 22" x 35".

My next release will be the beautiful and great flying
design of Mike Isermann's Heinkel He-100d at 24-1/4" wing
span. That will be followed by his Messerschmitt Bf-109e at
24" wing span. | also have more of Mike's designs waiting
in the HANGAR.

| will get a website up and running as soon as | can but
do wish to rush any part of what | hope will be a enjoyable
outcome for us all...

Please direct your inquiry's to me via my email...
SCHULTZ'S HANGAR 4019 Nicholas Street
Easton, PA. 18045 fyteraces@rcn.com
Keith Sterner

We have received a complete set of

“Windy Sock” newsletters from Joe Joseph'’s widow. This
was the newsletter of the Alamo Escadrille. Claude Powel
is going through them and culling good bits for the FACN.
There are some very nice original plans and articles. We
have one on the next page. Claude also has has some
ideas on member ship in his “Food for Thought.”

MaxFax issue 2018-4 has plans for the
Comet Dimer Spartan Bipe. http://dcmaxecuter.org/



Hey Skysters! The 2018-2019 Rule Book has been
edited and revised for the 2019 flying season, and is now
available on the FAC website—check it out.

There’s a few very minor edits which appear in blue
type; major revisions will appear in red. What ARE those
maijor revisions again? First off, as announced in the last
FACNL, we decided that DT’s don’t belong on Dime Scale
models. That’s not likely to affect a whole lot of you, but for
those that may have already built one into their latest 10-
cent masterpiece, don’t fret. Disable it during competition
you're OK.

The other big news is that we have expanded the Mass
Launch race plane events. You'll recall in the last issue of
the FACNL we announced that we would be bringing back
the old Bendix event? Well, we have—sort of. After much
hemming and ha-a-awing and throwing of rules proposals
back and forth, we finally settled on calling the new event
the National Air Races. The National Air Races joins the
Thompson Trophy and the Greve Race events, and gives
you need-for-speed mass launch modelers a whole new
hangar of aircraft to explore. Take a gander at the new
event rules below, and on page 16 of the 2018-2019 Rule
Book, Rev.1. Read ‘em close, so we don’t have to waste
time answering your questions when we could be out
FLYING. Also, direct your attention to the polished-up
official FAC Thompson Trophy and Greve Race plane lists
that are now included as appendices in the Rule Book.
Refer to these lists if you're at all unsure what event to fly
your racer in. You may ask, “Where is the official National
Air Races list?”. Well, given the catch-all nature of the new
event, we though it would be better to leave it up to YOU to
populate that list. Notice the expanded date range for
National Air Races aircraft, 1920-1939. You might start one
of those neat Pulitzer Prize racers you've always wanted to
model, or perhaps with some obscure high-wing racer that
strikes your fancy, and go from there. If you can document
that it raced, and it’s not already on the Thompson or
Greve lists, it’s eligible.

Speaking of high wing models, does it occur to you that
we didn’'t have any mass launches for high wing aircraft
before? We think you’re gonna like this new event...

...Did somebody say 2019 Non Nats? We’re working
on the event list as | type this. Special event for the meet
will be a Battle of Britain mass launch, and the one-design
for the meet (and the 2019 Muncie Outdoor Champs) is the
Swiss EKW C-3603. George Bredehoft of Volare has short
kits, get yours today! https://volareproducts.com That’s
about it. So get your x-actos to work and get ready for
some fun—spring is closer than you think....

Dave Mitchell, CinC

The hint in the next column from Alejandro Garcia in
the Windy Sock. A bit fuzzy but you get the Idea.

REVISED RACER MASS LAUNCH EVENTS
/| RULES X-2.0 THOMPSON TROPHY, GREVE,
and NATIONAL AIR RACES (NAR) Mass Launch.

The FAC groups Racers into three categories as
shown below. Although not historically correct this suits our
purpose for the flying of scale race plane models.

A. The Thompson Trophy Event: civil aircraft powered
by radial engines designed and built for closed course /
pylon races held from 1929 through 1939. Excludes high-
wing and parasol aircraft. See Appendix G, “Thompson
Trophy Race Plane List” for eligibility.

B. The Greve Event: civil aircraft powered by non-radial
engines, designed and built for closed-course / pylon races
held from 1929 through 1939. Excludes high-wing and
parasol aircraft. See Appendix H, “Greve Race Plane List”
for eligibility.

C. The National Air Races Event: civil, military or
production aircraft of any configuration, entered in or
appeared in any domestic point-to-point or closed course /
pylon races held from 1920 to 1939. Racers that do not
appear on the Greve / Thompson lists are eligible for the
NAR. Proof of eligibility for the NAR is up to the modeler.

D. Maximum wing span for Thompson, Greve and NAR
racers is 24 inches.

E. At CD’s discretion, the Thompson / Greve / NAR
events may be combined. However, given the perceived
advantage of high-wing aircraft, CDs are encouraged to try
to maintain the separation between NAR and other race
events

. How about them Lego blocks? The pictures show how the
scaffolding holds both fuselage sides firmly and perfectly
aligned while the cross members are added." Looks like rubber
bands across the top. The model is, of course, the WACO CG,
-4A Glider, built from the plan in April and May 2000 Windy
Sock.
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MUSING by Vance Gilbert

OK. Maybe | build and fly differently than you. | have
different goals. The fact that | have actual goals speaks to
my seriousness with which | do this hobby, about which |
won't apologize. Serious yet smeared with joy even in the
face of folks that throw their hands up in the air and shout
“It's only toy airplanes for goodness’ sake” as soon as they
are confronted with rules and regulations, or folks that are
forever daunted by competing against "flying museum
pieces”. Sorry but not sorry. This hobby is my hand-use
outlet that doesn’t involve a guitar, and these replicas are
my 3-D things that perform joy when | turn them loose. And
I’'m friggin good at it.

| love fussing over a pitot tube that will never get seen
at 50 feet up. I'll diligently do stuff 2 - 3 times over to make
it as look as close to wrinkle-free as | can. I'll work to make
sure tissue the rear part of a post-WW-1 converted
passenger carrier actually *has* wrinkles like what's seen
in the pics of my documentation. | love to know that all of
my perfected polished bits and pieces are be taken for a
90 second ride over my head, even if | can’t see each and
every piece do so. There’s nothing | love more than a
ladder, or horseshoe shaped steps up to a cockpit. Except
maybe a 1/4 inch diameter generator fan that actually
spins when you blow on it. Yeah | love that. | love asking
the Scale Judge “Do | get points for a freewheeling prop?”
while they’re trying to judge the plane and watching their
faces go slack, eyes narrow, and then all of us laughing.

You know me. You know | love it. Pull up my videos on
YouTube. Google "Vance Gilbert Nene", or "Vance Gilbert
Flamingo”, or “Vance Gilbert Mowe”. Scroll down past the
music stuff. Ah, yeah, you still can’t escape my voice
because my fantastic flying airliners make me shout out
with crazy joy, embarrassing when | listen later, but there
you have it.

This hobby saved me. There are many paths | could
have taken. | was lucky, oddly driven, strangely situated
Black kid. | was surrounded by alcoholic and mentally ill
family up into my teen years, becoming this never-had-a-
drink, joyous, yet homeless kid, my only steady address
between my 15th and 19th birthdays being the months of
the year in a college dormitory. | lived a whole summer on
a neighbors lawn. | was a tennis teacher, biology student,
later a musician, and somewhere in the latter part of this

history | became a guy that made Scale Rubber Band
Powered Free Flight Models. And now you and I, as
different as we may be, meet on these open 10 to 20 acre
fields of glory. | fly, shout, fly again, dream, muse, fly some
more. You laugh and cheer with me. | cheer your ships’
great flights. We laugh some more. I'll bet you have a story
too.

So you do this hobby your way and I'll do it mine. |
have no designs to “divide us”. But you should know that |
have been given the gift of the willingness to learn, the
responsibility of history and tradition, pretty great hands,
and a really loud voice. I've chosen to delve into this High-
Winged Airliner focused thing now because, well, these
planes need building and I’'m surely getting no younger.

Here’s a loose set of rules you can fly anywhere
scammed from the 7 A’'s’ Mega Scale rules, just twisted to
make High Winged Airliners seem attractive enough to
build and with which to darken the sky:

High-Winged Airliner “Rules”

1) Plane must be a high-winged airliner. Any size. Parasols
and shoulder wings? - ok, fine.
2) Airliner will be defined as people carrier for money.
Prototypes, never-served-with-an-airline airliners, and
never-builts welcome. This includes bush planes and multi-
seat ambulance and mailplanes.. Military transports are ok
too if they were truly for transport and were unarmed. Civil
ships preferred.
3) FAC Judging will be discriminatory i.e. have all the bells
and whistles on the plane that are in your documentation
pictures. It doesn’t have to be done pretty or well, but just
have the stuff there. Even if you build with mittens and
spoons note how great it all looks from 5 feet away!
4) FAC Scale judging & scoring except....
a) Bonus points are to be 1/2 of what are official. Yes - 1/2.
Maximum in any case is 9 bonus points added to the
baseline High-Winged aircraft score, which is “0” points.
So, Skis are 1.5 bonus points. Floats are 5. A twin will get
you 9 points. I'm kinda discouraging twins
b) Mega High-Winged Airliners get an extra 1 or 2 points, |
haven’t decided. This helps me mostly, because | have
one.
5) Flights at any time, even post-contest. If flying during a
typical FAC contest, your results taken during that contest
can count. - It's like a contest within the contest!! If you
plane manages to place in both High-Winged Airliner and
in the designated scale event, terrific!
6) ***** No Kanonen awarded!! This is an unofficial
greaseboard tallied side event at any contest.
Greaseboard will be at someone’s car announced
sometime during the event.

NO Kanonen - THIS IS UNOFFICIAL*****,
7) Best of 3 or average of 3 flites weather determined on
the field contest day.
8) Timed mass launches encouraged - 1/2 point each for
each flight if three or more fly with you - do all three of your
officials as a High-Winged Airliner mass launch and get 2
bonus points
9)Prizes to 3rd or whatever. TBD. Some printed out thing
with a curly-cue border or something.



Here’s the start of my personal Golden List of Airliners. All are pretty boxy and probably easy to sketch up and build:

1. PWS 54 - Polish one-of that has wheel pants that flare out like guppy gills to slow approach for landing.
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3. Aleksandrov-Kalinin AK-1 - Kalinin makes the list again pre-elliptical wing.
There’s a Bill Hannan plan for this on the web.




4. Fokker FllI - Don’t let the thick wing and tiny rudder spook you. Add some dihedral and go!

W A FLAALE
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This is a start. Ohhhh, my list of homely high-winged hopefuls is long, and I'm not giving YOU all of MY High-Winged
beauties. You have to admit, what a great opportunity to hone your finishing skills. Load up these high-winged jobs with
bits of stuff, hatches, stepladders, pitot tubes, aileron horns, did | mention stepladders?

Never drawn a plan? Well, maybe we should tackle that sometime. Lemme know through this newsletter if a tutorial on
that would be of interest to anyone....

There are several sources of plans available on the web. AeroFred.com has been featuring center folds from Model
Builder. We present Walt Mooney’s ANT-2 in this issue as a candidate for Vance’s transport challenge. Bump it up a little
or maybe a lot and simplify the wing structure, you don’t need that many ribs. Outerzone.co.uk/ is another good bet as is
Hippocketaeronautics.com. You do need to register with these sites to down load plans, but that’s not a big deal.



T u Po I_ Ev ANT—2 A RUSSIAN

PHOTOS BY FUDO TAKAGI

By WALT MOONEY ... Our Pioneer Peanutter takes us on another adventure into the history of aviation.
Like many real modelers, Walt enjoys rare designs and the challenge of simulating unusual details.

® This design is one of the first by the
great Soviet aircraft designer, Andrei
Tupolev, and first flew early in 1924,
It is a very good configuration for
Peanut Scale, and although it may not
compete with the Fike or the Laceys
under the presentrules, it did fly straight
off the drawing board. Its best official
flight to date is 35 seconds, at the last
Flightmasters' Pcanut/Jumbo contest.

The one thing that put me off for
quite a while with respect to this model
is the fact that the real airplane was
built using corrugated metal technology.
Simulating such surface contours looked
like quite a chore . .. | recognize that,
Fulton Hungerford can do it, but |
wasn't ready to make his kind of effort.
I finally decided to try drawing the
corrugations on the tissue paper before
covering the model and this system seems
to do a relatively good job ... You can
judge for yourself from the photos.

Only three items during construction
of this model are anything but standard
techniques, so we'll cover them in detail
and assume that the rest can take care of
itself.

These three are; the wing rib and spar
structure, the triangular section fuselage,
and the simulation of the sheet metal
corrugations,

Let’s start with the wing. Rib spacing
was selected to match the corrugation
pattern, so there are quite a few ribs.

Also, the wing taper is irregular. There-
fore, there are lots of ribs which are
almost the same size. Also, the ribs taper
in height in a regular fashion, all of
which makes it difficult to draw all the
separate ribs and to decide which is
which after they are cut out. The follow-
ing technique is used to make the wing,
building it over the plan. Lay down the
trailing edge, tips, and leading edge.
Then cut two root ribs out of 1/16
balsa, and twenty six intermediate ribs
out of 1/32 sheet, to the size of the

root ribs, Install all the ribs, cutting the
excess length off the trailing edge of the
intermediate ribs. When this assembly is
dry, make a sanding block about eight
inches long and sand all the intermediate
ribs to contour. Don’t take any wood off
the root or tip rib, but just bring the
others down to match the thickness
shown in the front view of the wing.
Basswood is used for the two top main
spars, one bottom main spar, and the top
and bottom aileron sub-spars. Use .012
by 1/16 basswood (Available from Peck

All ready for a night flight! This side lighted photo shows off the simulated corrugated metal
skin of the ANT-2. Walt drew ball-point ink lines on covering tissue before applying.
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Surviving ANT-2 at Moscow's Monino Museum

Polymers or a model train store), and
there is no need to cut out spar notches.
This method gives a turbulent airfoil
section without making the ribs stick
out, since the ribs are all slightly below
the covering.

The fuselage is a triangular cross-
section. Therefore, it is built over the
top view of the plan by laying down the
two top longerons and the cross pieces
that are shown hatched in the top view,
While this is drying, cut the keel from
1/8 sheet and make the five ‘V's over the
hatched cross-section drawings shown
below the side view. Note that there is a
gusset at the bottom of Number 1 and 2,
but no gusset is needed for 3, 4, and 5.

When the ‘V’sare dry, remove them from
the plan and cement them in place on the
top frame. Then add the keel piece, and
the single bottom longeron. Allow this
assembly to dry, making sure that the
Number 1 ‘V' is vertical with respect
to the work board. Cut the top and side
formers to the shapes shown and cement
the side formers in place on the ‘V'
as required. Then remove the fuselage
assembly from the work board. Now add
the two side stringers and then the top
formers. Place the wing in the proper
position on the fuselage and cut the
two top stringers to fit. Note that, at the
front end, they taper to fit on the top
of the two center (not root) ribs.

Assuming that you have made the
tail surfaces, landing gear fairings, and
the nose block, it’s time to prepare the
covering.

White tissue was used to cover the
model in the photo. A black ball point
pen was used to make the lines. They
are drawn onto the tissue with the use
of a striaght edge, or draftsmans triangle
to keep them straight and parallel.

Lay the plans over a magazine or
section of newspaper to avoid any
possibility of hitting the wood grain of

FEBRUARY 1977

Multi-sparred wing almost looks like a Lanzo design. Thin spars are
actually glued to outside of ribs, make nice turbulators.

your workboard and distorting your
lines. Then lay the tissue over the plan
of each part and draw in the corrugations
and the surface outlines and the leading
edge demarcation line. Carefully do one
for each side of the fuselage, allowing
the lines to extend well behind the
bottom longeron (Door is on L.H. side
only). Now cut the “hand printed”
panels out of the tissue and carefully
cover the structure. Cover everything but
the top of the fuselage. Then shrink the
lissue by spraying with a fine mist of
water. It is important not to get the
tissue too wet. Although no trouble was
encountered with the model in the
photos, too much moisture might make
the ink run. Assemble the model, and
then cover the top of the fuselage with
“pre-corrugated” tissue.

Dope the model with thin model
airplane dope. | wused nitrate clear,
thinned with two parts of thinner to one
part dope by volume, Two coats on the
fuselage and one on the wing and 1ail.

Black tissue was used to simulate the
glassin the windows. . . dope it in place.

Silver paint was used on the nose
block, cowl top, surface leading edges,
and the landing gear strut. It was also
used to fill in the door panel and the
window frames,

The wheels used on the model are
made by Fulton Hungerford. They are
spoked wheels and beautiful. It's a shame
to cover up the spokes but for scale
effect they must be covered with a disk
of bond paper. Cut a small circular hole
for access to the tire valve stem,

The engine cylinders are available
from Williams Brothers and the tubes
around them are strange but the way
they are drawn shows on photographs
and matches my 3-view . . . where the
exhaust comes out is a mystery to me.

My model was nose heavy, but not
by much. Ballast to the CG indicated. It
flys quite well on one loop of “Sig"
1/8 flat contest rubber, 13 inches long.

Have fun Tovarisch!!




DIMER FOR YOUR THOUGHTS—Part 2
A Running Commentary on the Spirit of Dime Scale by Dave Mitchell, FAC CinC

“Legislating nostalgia ain’t easy.” —‘Wingnut’, aka Rich Weber

Where were we?

Last issue, | made the case that Dime Scale is at its core an event designed to connect us to the “material deprivation” of
the Depression years. We presented a classic Dimer plan—the Comet Foker DVII—to help get the idea of structural sim-
plicity across, and suggested a couple others—the Comet Curtiss Robin and the Megow Fairchild 45— that Pseudo-dimer
designers might look to for inspiration.

Who are these Pseudo-dimer designers? There’s a handful out there in the Free Flight hinterland still pushing new plans
out the door, and all have somewhat different takes on Dime Scale. We’re going to approach this head on, with the con-
sent of some of the designers themselves, and go a bit further into what it is that makes a design an FAC Dimer—or not.

Exhibit A

Oliver Sand first showed up on the FAC radar a few years ago; a fresh-faced kid with a knack for getting things to fly. He
listened to his elders, picked good subjects, and in short order was repaying that careful mentoring by whipping every-
one’s butts out at the field. | didn’'t have much to add to the great trimming advice that old guys like Wally Farrell and Tom
Hallman were giving him, but | DID encourage him to think about drafting his own designs (we newsletter editors have
ulterior motives). So | was particularly happy to see his Westland Welkin Mk.1 Pseudo-dimer plan in FACNL #304, all the
more so because the evidence suggests that Oliver GETS IT. Despite the relative complexity of his chosen subject—a
high aspect ratio twin for heaven’s sake—this plan oozes Dime Scale spirit. Maybe it’s that it's hand-drawn. Probably it
helps that he’s a college student, which in my experience puts you about as close to the “material deprivation” of the De-
pression years as you can get these days. Or maybe it's just that Oliver has shown that he is not afraid to take his struc-
tures to extremes of lightness, which is certainly one path to Dime Scale enlightenment. However, anyone familiar with
the late Dave Rees’ plans could tell you that there is more than one way to create a light airframe. Dave tended towards
lots of carefully engineered structure, that in many cases mimicked full-scale airframes. You would have to be very patient
and skilled indeed to apply that same method to a Dimer-sized model. That’s not the idea at the heart of Dime Scale.

1/16” sq. structure throughout, built-up wing and tailfeather tips, simplified fuselage with a minimum of contouring, open
wing rib spacing, single wing spar—Oliver’s Welkin is a true FAC Dime Scale structure. Looking at the wing, it's hard to
imagine that it will survive for long in the rough-and-tumble reality of outdoor FAC competition. In damp air, it'll probably
twist with those big rubber-stuffed nacelles hanging off of them, making trimming a challenge. The rearward CG suggests
the possibility of a marginally stable flight envelope. This plane is either going to ball up, or it's going to fly away magnifi-
cently. No DT—as of 2019 they’re no longer allowed on FAC Dime Scale models. In any event, like many Dimers the
Welkin airframe is very small—there’s not much
if any margin for carrying the weight of a DT. |
guess Oliver’s had enough models go OOS by
now that he accepts the trade-off of performance
VS. permanance.

On The Other Hand
. What could Oliver have done differently, that
would test the envelope of the Dime Scale de-
sign ethic? Beef up the wing, for one—more
spars, more ribs. It won’t add THAT much weight
and the model will last longer. More fuselage
stringers, especially on the bottom, and maybe
one running the length of the sides. All these
things would round out the contours of the model
and make it MUCH more scale. Add that funky
thing that's at the Welkin’s stab / fin intersection
-+, and some nice details like proper exhaust stubs,
- and with a little more attention to a nice camo
' pattern, maybe some weathering and airbrushing
on the exhaust marks, it could possibly do double
duty and compete in FAC Rubber Sc.....whoa, WHOA, horsey! See how easy that was? If your Dimer is so tricked out
you're thinking maybe it can clean up in FAC Rubber Scale, there may be something off in your calculus. Not that there
haven’t been some very fine, neatly detailed, lightly constructed Dime Scale models over the years. But here, the focus is
on catching the character of the aircraft without being slavish to details. Oliver has kept the structure open and light, using
a bare minimum of cheap, readily available materials. This model is designed to FLY, not win scale contests. He has mod-
eled an aircraft that, to the best of anyone’s knowledge, had not already been presented as a Dime Scale kit or plan prior
to Dec. 31, 1949. He has modeled an aircraft that everyone who sees it wishes they had designed and modeled first, be-
cause itis SO COOL! It's fun, matter-of-fact, and unfussy. In short, this plan neatly honors the spirit of FAC Dime Scale.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Claude Powell

Regardless of the many well intentioned efforts to
introduce young people into the world of free flight
modeling they aren't producing enough to replace the
ageing/passing modelers. Obviously a different approach
is needed to attract new modelers.

Consider this idea. | think the best target group is
retirees and future retirees, the 50 years and older crowd.
They usually have the time, they usually have the
necessary funds and may even be looking for a hobby
other than golf or watching TV. The problem is how to
reach them. Again, my thoughts only, | think the church is
the best place to accomplish this. They all seem to have
an activities program/website for seniors, usually a multi-
purpose room and some even have a gym.

The most important part of this approach would be a
short, thirty minutes or less, video showing older folks (not
kids) flying no-cals, p-nuts and dime scale models in a
gym. There is a bunch on U-tube just for the taking. While
these are running (and everyone is watching the action)
the moderator could be explaining the rubber band hobby.
Then show a selection of the necessary materials and
tools to include; building boards, glues (Elmers, glue
sticks), straight pins, sheet balsa, cutting tools (X-acto
knives, cutters with the snap-off blades, razor blades),
balsa strippers (Master Airscrew, home made balsa
strippers), tissue, plans for simple models, etc. Show how
the balsa stripper makes strips from the balsa sheet. Now
show building a simple stick model from the plan and then
a no-cal from a plan. These would take a few minutes but
speeding up the video would shorten the time. There are
plenty of free plans on the internet. It would be helpful if
specific plans were identified so anytime this video was
used all instructors would be teaching the same models.
Then show the models being trimmed and flown.

It's important to keep this simple, require no money
and no sign-up/commitment. Apply the kiss principal
(KISS) at all times. Keep in mind the objective is to get
people interested/ building not to make experts. Let them
reach their own level of comfort. Don't suggest competition
as this might intimidate some. This will require an FACer
putting this video on their churches website and be the
point of contact/instructor for anyone interested. Initially he
might have to invest $25-$50 in materials for balsa, props,
music wire, 1" blue foam insulation sheet for building
boards. People have most of the necessary tools at home
and balsa is usually available at Hobby Lobby, Michaels
and even Ace hardware if they choose to work at home.
By teaching "scratch-built" they can get all the plans they
want on the internet sites. Kits would be easy when they
choose to go that route. Any related websites should be
listed as well as vendors and show how to find this kind of
modeling/flying on U-tube.

| can visualize this video being on the FAC website,
AMA website and vendors sites if they choose, all for free
downloading by anyone. Wouldn't it be great to see a
modeling video in churches across the country and even
around the world? THINK BIG!!

Unfortunately | don't have the skills to make this video
and probably most modelers don't. However, some do but
it would take some time, not always available. | have more
thoughts, so if anyone is interested in this idea and might
want to chat please contact me anytime.

Claude Powell 301-690-2189
powellchp@md.metrocast.net

George Bredhoft of Volare Products has a new 3D
printer and and some new products based on it. He also
has some new short kits and some NoCal and LPP Nose
Bearings. Check them out at https://volareproducts.com

Stuffing stick ends.

NOSE BEARINGS
From Josh Finn

23



TEN CENTERS
STEW MEYERS (in 1995)

There are lots of models that can qualify as 'Ten-
centers' and | have built many of them. But to me based on
my ab initio model building, the Comet one star A series
defines the genus. Therefore, that is what | am presenting
in this issue. The quintessential features of the breed are a
simple light structure constructed entirely of 1/16 sq. and
1/16 sheet balsa parts with enough fidelity to scale to be
easily identifiable or at least well distinguished from others
of the ilk. There were a minimum of ribs. Quite often single
surface covering was used, and of course no colored dope;
these are flyers! The insignia and markings were black and
white and cut from the plan. The only music wire used is for
the prop shaft. The nose 'block’ is I/16th sheet with a hard
wood thrust button. A four inch machine carved balsa prop
is supplied along with hard wood wheels pin mounted to
the 1/16 sq landing gear. | feel the later mentioned features
can safely be brought up to modern practice.

| started building in the middle of WWII. By this time
most of the original 10 Centers had disappeared. Several
of the Comet A series kKits soldiered on as 25 cent E series.
| built the D-7, Spad, and Phantom Flash as well as the rest
of the then current E series and a few L series and Ace
Whitman models. The non scale Flash was the first and
only model that | really got to fly well. The rest of my
attempts resulted in Shuttle like re-entry attempts from my
grandmother's second story porch. (Usually eventually
assisted by a firecracker and/or flaming glue for final
disposition.) Comet at this time quite often had die-cut
cardboard formers and pine stringers. For a klutzy builder,
as | was at the time at age 8 this was not viewed as a
detriment (didn't have to cut out formers- a precursor of the
sin of die- crunching). | kept building, and later on after the
war, when balsa returned, | got a few more of the E series
to fly and later even built the D-7 sheeted over for a OK
Cub .039 as a control liner and the Spad beefed up as a
free-flighter for an infant torpedo .02 with lot of dehedral
and pendulum control, both flew well enough. (Junior high
was a time for tinkering)

In the last few years Claude Powell has been boosting
Ten Centers. | looked through the plans that he, Hurst
Bowers, and Ray Rakow had amassed. | could not find the
D-7 or Spad that | well remembered and the other models
looked jut too far out of scale and crude. The flat nose on a
Comet A series was just plane ugly (So to speak). At the 92
FAC NATS | bought a Jack Fike (SFM) kit of an Art Chester
Jeep, a reproduction of a Comet A series. | looked at the
plans, and that flat nose and no covering on the lower
surfaced turned me off again. Eventually, that winter, when
looking for a short project; | pulled the kit out and built it
with a rounded 3/16 balsa nose block and fully covered
surfaces. Otherwise, except for using music wire in the
landing gear, bass wood for struts, pinning the wing to the
fuselage at a larger incidence, and using a nylon thust
button, a 5.5 " north pacific prop, and a swing clutch; | built
it exactly like the plans. Surprise! It flew like gangbusters. It
did tend to nose in when the power quit, but a 20% lager
stab cured this. It would now fly with a wide range of power.
The loop of I/8th rubber supplied in the kit results in a ROG
zoom to the rafters. A longer slimmer motor gives a long
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climb and cruise which will reach the top of the PAX river
hanger. Last fall after a 60 sec. trim flight, | broke a strand
and went nowhere on the mass launch.

| was enthused by the way the Jeep flew so | ordered a
Fok. D-7, P6E, NJ-I, and P-36 from Fike. | built the D-7
again, a real nostalgia trip. It flew so-so in the gym, but hit a
wire cleverly stretched across the middle of the gym. It
looked like it had disintegrated, the top wing, stab, rudder,
and interplane struts all popped loose and fluttered to the
floor after the fuselage and lower wings spun in. | might
mention here that | reinforced the lower main spars with
carbon fiber and the under carriage with .015 music wire
and used bass wood for the cabine struts. The rest of the
plane down to the markings were straight off the plan. The
exception being one of the foam pilots with the requisite
toilet paper scarf that man all my Fokkers and a seven inch
north pacific prop with a swing clutch and vacuformed
wheels. The top wing and other parts that flew off after
impact with the wire were all lightly glued on with ambroid.
The next week | showed up at PAX river with the pieces in
a box. | never got it back together at the meet. Later |
reassembled it, increasing the stab positive incidence and
reducing the nose weight effectively moving the cg aft. This
slowed the flight and it started flying like gangbusters.
Since then | have won two Kannones with it, the latest at
this fall's Pax river in a WWI mass launch with a 53 second
rafter scraping final flight. It also has put in some good
flights out side at Comsat.

By now the flat noses and single surfaces of the early
Comet kits started to grow on me like an ugly bull dog.
They started looking "neat". By now | have built a dozen.
This issue will concentrate on Comet ten-centers not the
Megows or others that are available again as plans or
reproduction kits. | will go through the 'Oh, by the way's |
have found in building them as well as a few hints at
improving things with out losing the character. | do not want
to give the impression that | am the only one building these,
nearly every one has, | just want to convey my enthusiasm.
When | hurt my back last fall | could easily work on a 10
center or peanut at my card table when | could not stand at
my work bench down stairs. A jumbo like the PZL | did last
time was out of the question.

Butt joints

Ambroid is the preferred method of attachment for wing
struts on light weight models (less than one 0z) to provide
shock relief by popping apart. The cabines want to be
made of bass wood and firmly attached to the fuselage.
You want to be able to just pop the wing back on with a few
drops of ambroid for reassembly and not have to re-jig it to
locate the cabines. Cabines butt glued to longerons as
shown on these plans have proven to be exceptionally
tender. Butt joints don't like to take moments! When
bumped or dropped while covering, my cabines had to be
reglued over a dozen times. Some of this may have been
due to brittle CYA glue but it is a basic design flaw. By
building the strut assembly flat on the plan, sanding a notch
in the longeron with a local reinforcement, and gluing the
assembly in the notch with gussets, you no longer have a
butt joint, but a buttressed joint which is crash worthy. |
trust the drawing below will make this clear.



Nnotch|

Butt gluing a wing to a fuselage longeron is another
source of problems. This is very weak and | have trouble
relocating the same angle of attack when the inevitable
repair is made. | like to glue a piece of staple wire (which is
.020 dia) to the wing leading and trailing edge and glue a
tissue tube that has been formed around a piece of .020
music wire to a cross piece on the fuselage. You may add
gussets as desired. The longeron is often pierced by the
tube in the rear and the forward tube usually passes
through a gusset or doubler above the longeron for proper
incidence. A staple is softer than music wire to provide for
easy adjustment of dihedral angle and can be bent back
after a crash. The pins insert into the tube and allow the
wing to be mounted and disassembled many times during
construction. The pins carry shear loads and a drop of
ambroid or rubber cement holds the wing in place. Struts
and rigging are functional! In a severe crash, the wing pops
loose and stretches a rigging wire and pops an ambroid
joined interplane strut, but not much structural damage is
done as this action absorbs the energy of the crash. The
wing spar is usually shown on the bottom of the rib. By
moving it to the top, the wing stiffness is greatly increased
and the airfoil is improved. For the low wingers it is better to
build the wing in one piece and provide a wing saddle built
into the lower longerons. Again we are avoiding the deadly
butt joint.

Under Carriage

There are two problems with the under carriage on ten-
centers. First the hard wood wheels are heavy. | have
vacuformed over the hard wood to make a lighter set, or
turned them out of balsa or foam. Of course a nice set of
Hungerford type wheels will also do. The second problem
is the typical I/16th square balsa construction of the
undercarriage is too weak to last for many landings or any
crash. Even going to bass wood will not help too much.
Either they must be made strong or flexible, preferable
both. | redraw all the legs to true length and either make a
.020 music wire cantilever landing gear leg or .015 tripod.
Joints may be wrapped with thread and glued with hot stuff
or wrapped with thin wire and soldered. If tissue paper
tubes are thread wrapped and glued together on the ends
of the axil cross wire and to the fuselage cross braces, then
the ends of the 'vee' strut wires can be inserted in to these
to provide for some flexure. Fairings may be either paper,
balsa, or bass wood. This may sound heavy but the weight
of the complete undercarriage for my Falcon with foam
wheels and doped fairings on soldered .015 music wire
thread wrapped to 1/16 balsa cross pieces is less than 1.5
grams. (Of course that's the whole structural weight budget
for one of Frank Rawsome's models). While | am on the
subject of the Falcon | might mention that the interplane
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struts as shown on the plans don't fit. A photo from an old
Comet catalog shows a extra rib in each wing which looks
as if it would match the struts shown on the plans. | built a
set of struts to match the rib placement shown on the
plans. It is my usual practice to make nose blocks out of
bass wood or pine to keep from adding ballast. | did this on
the Falcon and had to make another out of balsa to remove
the clay from the tail wheel. This by the way is made form a
pop-side stick not balsa. | don't like to replace them. It may
sound like | am over building, but the all up Falcon weight
is 14 grams less rubber.

Insignia

Of course, the squadron insignia on the plans is hokie
(Comet seems to put Navy insignia on Army planes and
vice versa) and of course, | used it. Single surfaces may
seem to be warp prone but | have had no trouble by
alcohol shrinking them and using lacquer rather than dope.
All insignia is tissue. | use a UHU glue stick to adhere
tissue and insignias. If it dries out a dab of alcohol will
rejuvenate it. That is after it has been applied; if it drys in
the stick and gets ropey, get a new stick. A neat trick for
control outlines is to take some black tissue (I use wimpy
colored jap tissue with some wet strength) apply a UHU
glue stick to the back and smooth it down on wax-paper.
After it has dried, you can slice thin stripes using a straight
edge. Peel off the wax-paper and lay in place. A light brush
of alcohol will
adhere one end and the line can be laid in place. If you get
it wrong, more alcohol will release it. When in place, a light
brush of alcohol, smoothed on with a clean finger nails it
down. Better brush or spray it with dope or lacquer though,
as moisture from damp grass will also loosen it. This can
be done over a color doped surface as alcohol won't attack
the dope (not that you want colored dope on a ten-center).
If you have a lettra-set or xerox insignia or lettering on your
tissue, you need to spray clear over it, as dragging a dope
brush over the surface will smear it. The wax paper UHU
glue stick routine also works well to build up tissue insignia;
even the 12 pointed Chinese star is easily done this way.

Adjustments

Another problem with ten-centers (and other models |
might add) is the lack of adjustment capability. The heavy
under camber of the single surface wing found on some
Comet ten- centers results in a larger effective angle of
attack then at first appears to be (that is to say the line
connecting the leading edge to the trailing edge). | have
been amazed at the stab adjustment it has taken to get
some of these ten-centers flying efficiently. My first attempt
with the P-6E was with the 0° stab incidence and 3° wing
incidence. It wanted to stall. Finally with a basswood nose
block, a solid brass clutch, and lots of clay it flew. After
cutting a new stab slot and mounting the stab at +3°, it flew
better with less ballast forward. | now make the stab slot
1/8" wide and always make the stab in one piece not just
tack glued to the longerons as some plans call for. The
rudder also needs to be hinged for circle adjustment. | have
found the soft steel wire from the yellow twist ties that come
with kitchen trash bags to be just the ticket. The dia. is
about .017" which means it is easy to insert in to 1/16 balsa
and is just about right the stiffness to allow adjustment with
out destruction while maintaining position during normal
crash landings.



Comet Ten-center Plans and Kits

Peanut scale Sonerai-1 Formula V Raceplane

The column GAR lists plan sets from

Jim Fiorello @

Golden Age Reproductions

P.O. Box 1685 Andover, MA 01810.

* indicates single surface wings

The last entry is Dave Stott’'s spoof Comet
Dimer. A-123
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GAR PLANE W/S |SFM Jim Vliet

Al Phantom Flash *16 | $7.95
A2 Luscome “50° 16 | $7.95 This plan is based on a model of raceplane #20
A3 283 Fairchild "24" Ranger 16 | $8.95 “Sunbeam” built by Dick Gorman. Dick's model flies very
A4 Aeroneer 1-B 16 | $8.95 well and usually places high in the standings in the
ﬁg Xg“g:;:ggﬂ};:f 12 gggg Goodyear/F-1/F-V Mass Launch event.

. : < : Twenty different Sonerai-1 raceplanes participated in
ﬁ; 281 &?&?ggi}ﬁgg:ﬁ%sp? + :g gggg Formula V air races from 1977 through 1999. The variety of
A9 Curtiss Hawk P6-E 16 $8'95 color gcher?es for/theselrace(rls% isC;Jocumented e}t |

= : www.formulav.com/FVcolors.p oose a specific color

2}? 282 g;.les:"h:;:]hYEéh-BO + :g ggg scheme for your model before beginning construction, as
A2 Curtiss Wright Coupe 16 38:95 there were several minor variations such as squared-off tail
A13 Ryan Cabin SCW 16 | $9.95 surfaces versus the standard rounded-off Spitfire-like tail. If
Al4 Low Wing Aeronca 16 | $7.95 you don't wish to cut up your FAC Newsletter, this plan may
Al5 New Taylor Cub J-3 16 | $7.95 be downloaded at www.formulav.com/peanut.pdf
A16 | 253|Boeing P-26 *16 $7.95 My model is of #77 “Blueberry” - as | owned the
A17 | 281|Art Chester RacerJeep |*16 | $7.95 prototype from 1989 through 2001 and participated as team
Al8 Winnie Mae (Vega) 16 | $8.95 owner and race announcer in all the Formula V air races
A19 [ 251|Corben Super Ace *16 | $8.95 during that period. “Blueberry” is now on display at the
A20 | 251|Howard's "Mr. Mulligan" 16 | $8.95 Motorsports Hall of Fame Museum at the Daytona Beach,
A21 Curtiss Hawk P-36 16 | $9.95 Florida Speedway http://www.mshf.com/
A22 | 250|Great Lakes Trainer *16 $8.95 There are several YouTube videos featuring these
A23 | 253|Stinson 105 16 | $7.95 Formula V air raceplanes in action, for instance see
A24 | 252|Curtiss Robin *16 | $7.95 “Formula V air racing at Myrtle Beach South Carolina
A25 Wartime Spad 13 16 | $8.95 October 1996”
A26 Fokker D-7 16 | $8.95 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiORVQIFIZM and
A27 | 252|Monocoupe 90A 16 | $8.95 “Formula V air racing Dayton Ohio 1994”
A28 | 250|Rearwin Speedster 16 | $8.95 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0JuC-ygr9Q (that's me as
A29 Harlow 16 | $7.95 the race announcer during the flying portion). Also, an article
A30 | 283|Allied Sport 20 | $8.95 about Formula V Air Racing was published in the November
A31 Akron Funk B-1 20 | $8.95 1998 issue of Flying Models magazine.
g North American NJ-1 20 | $8.95 I'd be delighted to see many of these Sonerai-1's flying
A34 gglr?;?mr?:fitghler gg gggg at the FAC contests this summer!
A35 | 221|Vultee Attack V11-GB 20 | $8.95
A36 Hawker Huricane 16 | $8.95 =
A37 Messerschmitt 109 16 | $8.95
A38 Supermarine Spitfire 16 | $9.95
A39 German Arado AR96B-2 | 16 | $7.95
A139 Fleet Special Biplane *16 | $9.00
Al41 Curtiss Falcon A-3 *16 | $8.95
A151 Viking Kitty Hawk B-8 *16 | $8.95
A152 Spartan Biplane *16 | $8.95
A157 Tiger Moth Biplane *16 | $9.00
A158 Farman Stratoplane *16 | $7.95
A173 Heath LNB-4 "Parasol" *16 | $7.95
? Curtiss Airmail Biplane ?16 $8.95
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APPENDIX H: OFFICIAL FAC GREVE RACE PLANE

AIRPLANE ENGINE REGIST. RACE #

YEAR
Alden Brown Menasco NR71Y 203 1932
Allenbaugh Menasco R256Y 66 1936
Armitage Sturdevant 50 1938
Ambrosini Special Heath Henderson | 13563 1935
Brown B-1 (Bushey) Menasco NR83Y 8 1934
Brown B-2 Miss Los Menasco NR255Y | 33 1934
Buchanan Zipper Miller Straight R12239 84 1937
Butz Special Cirrus R12040 8

1930

Burrows R-5 Martin 333 NR214Y

1934
Burrows R-6 Miller 4 NR214Y

1935
Caudron C-460 Renault 100

1936
Carr Special OX-5 or Hlsso NR12844 36

1932
Cessna GC-1 Cirrus NR144V | 89

1930
Chileen-Fitten Church 12936

1933
Chambers Chambermaid Menasco NX95Y 21

1938
Church Special Church NR12050/ 100

1930
Commandair Little Rocket Cirrus 10403 45

1930
Curtiss Wright Bunting Aeronca Twin 259Y

1935
Chester Jeep Menasco NR12930 15,2,3,5

1932
Chester Goon Menasco NX93Y 5

1938
Crosby CR-3 Menasco R260Y 52

1936
Crosby CR-4 Menasco NX92Y 52

1937
Delgado Maid Curtiss NR65Y 6,17

1935
Delgado Tlash Menasco R68Y 9,49

1934
Dugan Gill Church J3 4AIL 2

1934
Folkerts SK-1 Cirrus NR500W 12,421
Hansen Baby Bullet Continental A-40 = N84Y 14

1934

Heath Cannon Ball Heath, Menasco 10372 3,74
Heath 115 Special Continental A-40 | NR12882 3,44

Continental A-40 lkﬁé}EQW 18,4

dggénental A-40 | R6784 50

Heath Baby Bullet mono-
Hosler Fury Curtiss NX14Y

1938
Howard Pete Wright Gypsy NR27 37

1931
Howard lke Menasco NR56Y 39

1932
Howard Mike Menasco NR55Y 7,38

Compiled by Dave Stott (revised Jan. 2019)

The aircraft listed here were powered by engines other than radials,
some by different engines at different times. Some competed under
more than one race number. From year to year, color schemes and

registry numbers were sometimes changed. The year listed is when
the ship FIRST appeared. There are no known drawings for some

of

them; research is up to the modeler. Some actually did race in the
Greve. All were designed expressly for racing. If you don’t see it
here, it probably does not qualify for the FAC Greve mass launch
event. If you have an aircraft that you think SHOULD qualify but is
not on the list, make your case to the FAC CinC. Racing aircraft

not
AIRPLANE ENGINE REGIST RACE #
YEAR
Jamieson Speedwing Curtiss Conqueror 1933
Kamm Airdale Gilobe Ford 1932
Keith-Rider B-1 Menasco NR10216 123 1930
Menasco R51Y 131
Keith-Rider R-1 San
Keith-Rider R-2 San Menasco R52Y 132
Francisco IT
Keith-Rider R-3 Firecracker = Menasco NR261Y 70
1936
Keith-Rider R-5 Elmendorf | Menasco NX264Y | 22
1936
Keith-Rider R-6 Eightball Menasco NX96Y 8,18
1938
Laird LC-DE Cirrus, Menasco R10422 5,74,44
1930
Laird LC-DE Ranger, NR10537 105,1
1930
Loose Special Lambert Twin 10545 47,64
1931
Mummert Mercury S-1 Cirrus 13223 23
1931
Miles and Atwood Special Menasco NR225Y  6,1,4,44
1932
Neuman Continental A-40 | R11331
1932
Newhall DLX Menasco 64
1936
Pacific Engineering Special —— Cirrus R10358 7
1930
Parker Winged Bullet Cirrus NR860W
Pearson Williams Mr. Curtiss Conqueror| NX94Y 11
1938
Rasmussin Skippy Rasmussin 4 cyl. = NRI13518
1933
Robbins TE° I}I\%A‘I\SW 22
Wittman Chief Oshkosh Cirrus 12047 8,21,66,101,1
1931
Wittman Chief Oshkosh Menasco R14855 2,111
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APPENDIX G: OFFICIAL FAC THOMPSON TROPHY RACE PLANE

AIRPLANE ENGINE RACE # REGISTRY
YEAR

Allenbaugh Model A Salmson AD9 66 R256Y
1934

Ruchanan Zinner R172920

Buchanan Zipper R12239

1935

Carpenter Special Salmson AD9 9
1934

Carr Special Warner Scarab 66 12844
1936

Cessna GC-2 Warner 44 NR404W
1930

Cessna CR-2 & CR-2A Warner 34,35,37 NR11717
1932

Cessna CR-3 Warner 27 NR57Y
1933

Flagg, L.A.D. Flaggship Pobjoy Niagara RRIY
1937

Flagg, L.A.D. F-15 Pobjoy 19 NX89Y
1938

Frank Hawk’s “Time Flies” P&W NRI1313
1936

Gee Bee E Warner 52 NC46V
1932

Gee Bee E Warner & Lambert NC72V
1932

Gee Bee E ‘Warner NC656Y (NC856Y7?)
1932

Gee Bee E Warner NC11041
1932

Gee Bee E Warner NC11044
1932

Gee Bee Z P&W 4 NR77V
1931

Gee Bee R-1 P&W 11 NR2100
1932

Gee Bee R-2 P&W 7 NR2101
1932

GeeBee Y P&W 54 NR11049 (X11049)
1931

Gee Bee Y Lycoming & Wright 7 NR718Y
1932

Gee Bee R-1/R-2 hybrid P&W 7 NR2101
1933

Gee Bee QED P&W 77,46 NX14307
1936

Granville “Mickey Mouse” Warner 694N
1932

Haines H-2 Warner 14518
1936

Hughes H-1 (short wing) P&W NR258Y
1935

Kadiak Speedster Velie 11 NR111312
1932

Keith-Rider R-3 (Marcoux-Bromberg) P&W 4,3,2 NX14215
1027

Laird LC-DE Speedwing Jr. Warner 17,171 NR10422
1931

Yet another fuselage jig form Windy Sock —
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Compiled by Dave Stott (revised
Jan. 2019)

Some of the aircraft listed were
powered by different engines at
different times. Some competed
under

more than one race number. From
year to year, color schemes were
sometimes changed. The year listed
is

when the ship first appeared. There
are no known drawings for some of
them. Research is up to the modeler.
All were designed expressly for
racing. They are all radial engine
powered. If you don’t see it here, it
probably does not qualify for the
FAC

Thompson mass launch event. If you
have an aircraft that you think
SHOULD qualify but is not on the

Richard Tucciarone sent in page 8
from the May 1955 issue of MAN that
featured a Guillow ad showing 50
series models that sold for 50¢
including the T-28, Chipmunk, and
Bird Dog that would later be reissued
as the 900 series in 1967 for $1.




Contest season will be here soon so Contest Directors

get your contest registered. Just add /AC to the end of the
FAC page or type in: FlyingAcesClub.com/AC

There seems to be a little angst on finding the GPS
location of your flying site. Use Google Maps to locate your
site. Then right click on the spot and choose WHATS HERE.
A small window will pop-up giving the exact GPS
coordinates.

Please check the GPS Help Page when using the Add
Contest form on the web, it is explained in detail. The good
news is that you only do this once. GHQ remembers your
site for your next contest. If you are not sure about this,
contact me and we'll find the right coordinates. We have only
been collecting contest information for the last six months or
so and we have over 30 contest sites established.

If you don't have a flyer, that's no problem. Get your
events list and all info to me and I'll make you one. Then I'll
post it to the FAC website. All emails we send will refer to
that flyer and you can use the link as well to email to friends.
Once your contest is approved, GHQ's work begins. First
your contest is posted to the FAC calendar. Check the
calendar and review other contests, it might give you a few
ideas for next time.

Our webmaster has setup a very cool calendar system.
When you find the contest you want to attend you can add
the contest to your personal calendar and get reminders on
your phone.

About a month before your contest, GHQ looks up alll
members with a radius of your flying site. We send them a
personal email inviting them to your contest. This email
includes directions from their house to the contest.

I'm looking forward to a great contest season — keep an
eye on your inbox for contest emails.

You can contact me at: Contests@FlyingAcesClub.com.

Have fun — Rick Pendzick

HELLO FROM OUT WEST
Roger Willis

Hey there Builders and Flyers...some great news coming
out of the Lone Star Squadron in Texas. It has been
announced by Mike Fedor that a new flying site has been
obtained for the Flying Aces in Hamilton Texas. The flying
site will be located at the Hamilton Municipal Airport which is
located about 120 miles Southwest of Dallas and about 65
miles West of Waco. This new free flight site will support
several Texas Squadrons and SAM Chapters in the Texas
area. WAY TO GO MIKE FEDOR ! By the way, Mike is a
holder of the Blue Max. In connection with this new site, the
Texas Squadron are planning several new flying events for
2019. More to be announced soon.

Duke Horn has sent some recent pictures of some of his
new builds.[ picture 1] His Arado 234 Jet Cat won the Texas
Scale Champs this past Spring. Also pictured [ 2] is his new
Miss World’s Fair and [ 3] his new Dumas Val. I'm buying
more common stock in Texas Glue. Duke is a prolific
builder.
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IMPORTANT RENEWAL INFORMATION
To continue receiving NFFS Digest without interruption, your dues should reach the NFFS
Membership Office at least two (2) months before your current expiration date. For example,
if your Digest mailing label says your month of expiration is August, NFFS should receive your
payment by June. Do not wait for a reminder from NFFS. You will be late and miss an issue.

NFFS MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL APPLICATION

Mail to: NFFS Membership Office Make checks payable
P.O. Box 74 in U.S. dollars to:
Grosse Ile, MI 48138 USA National Free Flight Society

Dues include a mandatory $0.50 per year for NFFS membership.

U.S. memberships (Age 19 & over) O 2 years $58.00 ($18.00 Youth)
[J 1 year $30.00 ($10.00 Youth)
Youth: Age 18 & under as of July 1 of the current year

International: [J 2 years $58.00 [J 1 years $58.00

[ Check here if you desire Digest delivery via email. This saves valuable funds on

First-Time or Lapsed (more than 1 year) Domestic Members

[0 2 Years for $29 [ 2 Years Youth for $9 [ International $37.50
Offer expires very soon...take advantage before it’s gone.

To help reduce expenses maintaining NFFS records,
PLEASE renew for at least two years. Thank you!

Check appropriate boxes below:
New Member [0 Renewal 00  Address Change (0  Donation [J
Amount: $ Current expiration date: Mo.-Yr.

Date of Birth

PLEASE PRINT VERY CLEARLY

Name:

Address: AMA#:
City, State: Zip:
Telephone:

Email Address:

Send all renewals, address changes, applications, and membership

questions to the Membership Office, email: <martinr362@aol.com>

Please go to www.freeflight.org for credit card renewals. =

The OASIS FLYERS in Menifee California has just
completed its 7th New Builders Class. Everyone in the
class built a Jimmie Allen BA CABIN from Bob Holman
short kits. Pictured are the new builders with their new
models and the Mentors who helped them through the
learning process. The class began in October and
finished in January. It was held each Monday for four
hours. [ In picture 4 ] from L to r is George Clifford, the
Squadron Leader and Richard Brooks holding his 1st
model. [ In picture 5 ] is Gary Barton the new Builder
with Dr. Don Chapton , his mentor, who has been
building and flying since 1940. [ Picture 6 } L to R
shows Gary Vogt , Richard Voth and Pat McMillan.
Richard is the new builder . Gary and Pat were his
Mentors. Lastly in picture 7 is the new class and the old
instructor. These guys are full of enthusiasm and are
now all new Flying Aces members.

The OASIS Active Adult Community is holding a “meet
all the clubs day” soon and the Oasis Flyers FAC-20 will
be there to recruit another new builder group.

Picture 8 is not from out west but rather Ara Dedekin’s
Comet Dimer Spitfire.



01/30/200

01/30/2007
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MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES ON

Plans in this issue U see

1. George Nunez’s Yak -3.

2. Dick Gorman’s FV20 Sunbeam
Sonerai-1 Formula V raceplane.

3. Tupolev ANT-2 at Monino, outside
Moscow, Russia.[1]

4. Nieuport 17C reproduction.

5. Oliver Sand’s Comet DimerSpit fire.






