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WESTFAC  ISSUE

STEW MEYERS  EDITOR

This issue is mainly focused on WestFAC. In addition
to Roger Willis WestFAC report and scores, we have
reviews of the meet by Henry Toews and Wally Farrell.  As
usual we have Vance’s Musing,  Rick’s  IT Corner, and
Dave’s NOTW. We also have a couple of annoucements.

We have four plans. First, the Isle of Thanet Winner.
When I first saw the plan the title block said ½ scale
Wakefield Winner. That grabbed me a... new ½ Wake plan!
Well upon further inspection, it ain't a Wake. At the
published half scale it has a 12" span and builds as a
peanut.  At full scale of 24" span it becomes a Two-Bit Plus
One candidate. This plan appeared in a 1939
Aeromodeller like the Black Arrow we published in FACN
#308.  You can build it as a peanut from the original plans
or use my redrawn full scale version with some problems
eliminated.
 Scott Richlin was looking for a ROG model for the Foo
Fighters to build.  He came across the Pipit plan and built
it. It proved to be rather unstable and hard for him to trim. It
would diverge in either direction. Upon looking at the plan,
it seemed to have too large a vertical fin too far forward
and rather more dihedral than necessary.
 The wing was a flat plate, but covered on both sides.
Scott thought it would be a good first build with an simple
airfoil section and covering the bottom was an un-
necessary complication. He also requested a built up fin
and stab with a swept LE. With this in mind, I undertook to
redesign it. It’s here as the FFROG. (Foo Figher’s ROG).
 We  also have the origianal PIPIT. It appeared in
Hannan’s Stick & Tissue Vol. One. Maybe you can get it to
fly. John Koptonak says his flies fine at 4 grams. Tom
Nallan II also has one flying. I show an easier to build wing
for it.

 Mike Nassise went west in late November.  Tailspin
newsletter subscribers received a letter from his widow
informing them of the sad news.  Mike and Tailspin will be
sorely missed. He included lots of design and flying articles
as well as plans by himself and others in Tailspin.
Hopefully we will be able to archive these on the website.
 I really liked Mike Naisse's approach to "Simplified"
scale models.  See it on page 10. I must have built half a
dozen of his designs.  They all flew well. Getting the latest
Tailspin in the mail was a joy and topic of conversation
amoung the local “Sticksters” as he would say.

John Murphy took Mike Naisse’s 20" Piper Clipper
and reduced it by 80% to make a simple first scale model
for the Foo Fighters. At 16" span the wing now fits on an
11x17 sheet without piecing and the model is better suited
to their building program.  As usual, I found a few areas
where some small changes would make it easier to build,
more rugged, and easier to trim.

********
I’m the Chair of the National FreeFlight Society,

(NFFS), Model of the Year Committee. I am very interested
in finding out which designs or innovations impressed you
most in 2019.  We are looking for innovation, excellence in
design or craftsmanship, and/or a stellar contest record.
Models in consideration shall have been built and
demonstrated recently, not in decades past.

We have an excellent committee of expert modelers
who will select the winners.   The winners will be widely
publicized, and also presented in the NFFS Symposium.
The Symposium will be published and delivered this
summer. It will be available through NFFS.

I would like nominations in Scale, FAI Outdoor, AMA
Outdoor, and AMA/FAI Indoor.  We will also consider new
Free Flight technology, techniques or devices that are
revolutionary.

Any modeler of any country is free to make a
nomination and/or receive the award.

Send your nominations to Dohrman Crawford at
 tum25@bellsouth.net.
Thank you in advance for your help. Dohrman Crawford

********
We’re bringing back the FAC Postal Contest – a real

crowd-pleaser from the early days of the Flying Aces Club.
This is a virtual event that allows flyers who can’t normally
attend our contests to join the fun and go for the glory.
Anyone can win so get out and fly your FAC Dime Scale
model.

The Contest starts on Turkey-Day November 28, 2019
and ends on St. Patrick’s Day March 17, 2020.  All flights
are to be made outdoors and there will be a Temperature
bonus to keep things even for those flying out of colder
airdromes.  That’s right, the colder the day you fly – the
more bonus added to your flight time!

http://stealthsquadron-fac49.com/postal-contest/

PHOTOS  PAGE TWO
1. Rich Adams with his Sikorsky S-35 from 1929.
It’s  got 5 motors.  Duke Horn photo.
2. Ron Gosslin‘s Latecoere 631 goes him one
better and has six motors.  Eat your heart out
Vance.
3. Paul Bradley built this WACO from a BMJR kit.
4. Pres Bruning with his “Connie” made the cover
of the AMA rag.
5. Mike Kelly’s Wacko Wizard,  plans are on
AeroFred.
6. Dan Driscoll’s build of Mike Naisse's Fiat G50.
7. Master builder Mike Kelly makes a Guillows 900
series AD look great.
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WESTFAC2019
Henry Towes

 This years WESTFAC occurred in late October, in the
heaven sent perfect flying field nirvana, known as Rovey
Farms in Buckeye, Arizona.  Jerry Rovey and his entire
family continuously go well out of their way to ensure we
all had a  a great experience, even including several low
passes in the family Cessna for dramatic effect. This 600
acre field is unique in that it includes knee deep
clover/alfalfa, which is the most forgiving landing pad you
can posssibly imagine. (Dont ask how I know!)
 The festivities began with the judging in the hotel
banquet hall, on October 24th to the awards ceremony
held on the field, after conclusion of flying Sunday October
27th.  Tom Arnold and his able staff had dreamed up this
years theme, centered on Carrier Aviation, with the novel
idea of having the aircraft rise off the deck of the USS
WESTFAC, (in actuality a realistically painted 10'  Wal-
Mart table).  This added a real twist to what, (for some of
us) can already be a fairly complicated undertaking.  The
deck launch category included Jet Catapult Scale
(R.O.D.), as well as numerous other iterations, including,
WW 1, WW2, Modern Military etc., all with the ability to
ascend gracefully (or not) from the carrier deck.  At Tom's
suggestion there was also the Inaugural WESTFAC
beauty contest held during the judging in the banquet
facility, where everyone had the ability to judge all the
airplanes in each of the 5 FAC scale categories.  In
addition to all the above fun, there was also a one-design
theme as well, using the North American T-28 Trojan, and
yes, you guessed it, the T-28 also qualified for deck launch
as well.  As a matter of coincidence, we figured out the
T-28, painted with the appropriate scheme qualified for no
fewer than 8 categories- hows THAT for multi-purpose
flying?
 Jet cat and CARRIER jet cat, while similar,have
certain, shall we say, significant differences. Evidenced by
certain catastrophic launch profiles, and some of the
results left pilots muttering(mostly under their breath) while
collecting small yet widely scattered piles of balsa.  Time
and again I am moved to remember a quote from our very
own Captain Dohrman Crawford.
"Never has a category promised so much and delivered so
little."
 It can be intensely ridiculously frustrating or conversely
it can be extremely rewarding. On the plus side, when you
do hook into a good flight, it is SO SO worth it.  Also,
worthy of note, Jet cat can be a great way of involving the
little people, and providing a subtle segway into the hobby.
Tom Arnold and I spent 45 minutes with no fewer than 7 of
the Rovey grandchildren, (and one of the parents). We
would hold the catapult and the little ones would grimly
attach themselves to the glider while we would stretch out
the rubber, and when they'd let the airplane go all of them
would absolutely squeal with excitement as the airplane
rocketed away from them, then as a group they would all
tear after the plane seeing who would hold it up in triumph
while waiting for the next shot at immortality. They had
more fun than i would have thought possible.  Some of the
kids had several plus 20 second flights  Fun stuff and way
more fun to watch.

 There was always something new and exciting
happening for the participants at WESTFAC.  Our dear
friend, mentor, artist , and fellow flier Phil Thomas had
sadly passed recently, and Phil's lovely wife Melany had
contacted Tom as to how to dispose of Phils unbeleiveably
extensive collection of plans, literature, magazines and
kits.  Various ideas were floated around, but it seemed
best to let everyone have a chance at everything, so on
Sunday morning there was a laid back, very pleasant
"feeding frenzy" after Tom publicly announced that all were
welcome to admire, and indulge themselves in Phil's
incredibly organized collection. Literally hundreds of
beautifully labelled plans, all in envelopes, boxes upon
boxes of aviation and model related magazines and almost
one hundred kits completed the stunning variety show.
Everyone was very grateful to Melany Thomas for her
generosity in donating  this extensive collection to the
festivities.
 Another innovation from WESTFAC was the
introduction of "chasers" for those of us who are long in
the tooth, but short on legs. Four "freshmen" from  Grand
Canyon University in Phoenix arrived to help this grateful
old timer (and others) retreive airplanes. Rod Persons from
California, had his granddaughter Kayli Persons volunteer
to participate, and she graciously found three of her freinds
Megan Segale, Nicole Marseglia, and Kira DeLaCruz who
were irreplaceable over the course of the contest.  These
were the nicest, most concientious kids I have had the
good fortune to meet for quite awhile.  They learned at a
great rate about holding , chasing, CD'ing a contest,after
being ably instructed by Roger Willis,  and generally
having fun while being a genuine pleasure to be around.
 There are always so many pleasant memories at an
event like this, but of course the first and foremost is
always the freindship and camaraderie (never forget the
razzing) of new freinds and old getting together again.  In a
bittersweet recollection, the haunting memory of my
toolbox sitting on the tailgate of my truck, mysteriously
springing open and then without a notion of decency
upending itself all over the ground underneath said truck
with the loudest, most insolent crash you've ever heard.
(How do these things happen??) A very sincere "THANK
YOU" to Jonathan Nunez for quietly helping retreive all the
pins, razors, knives, prop hooks etc., while i was
repeatedly modifying the profile of the tailgate of the truck
with my forehead.
 George Nunez impressive Grumman S-2 Turboprop
TWIN, and of course just about everything else he flies as
well.  For those of you lucky enough to see Jonathans
slow motion takeoff (R.O.D), of his Japanese Carrier
Grace- a lovely model, and impressive flier.  Jonathan
Nunez' girlfriend Sydney Sherman, MAXING her own
handbuilt 30" w/s Piper Super Cruiser. This was her first
max, and I was happy to watch it!

Matt (the usurper) King and his Snoopy the Flying Ace
weather vane hat, and his usual impressive collection of
well trimmed  models. Plus, the signature tailfin
weathervane.
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Bob Hodes repeatedly vanishing into the haze on the
horizen, chasing down yet another maxed flight, ( on one
day i had to go and get him in the truck he had gone so
far).
 Rich Adams Aichi D3a-1 Val climbing beautifully away
from the carrier deck and circling about 80 feet up,
propeller windmilling, looking all the world for a real aircraft
against a flawless blue sky, winning the Carrier Deck
Launch event, and amazing all who were there, and then
doing  exactly the same thing another 2 times!  Then, in
the next event of JetCat Scale  R.O.D., winning with an
A-7 Corsair that has had no problems at all being totally
unpredictable, stringing together 3 times within one second
of each other. ( If you want me to re-quote Dohrman
Crawford here, I will!)
 It almost goes without saying what a great team are
Wally and Julie Farrell. In fact they are consistently the
best team ever to take ANY field, anywhere.  Wally was
again Grand Champion, taking eight of the nine mass
launches, just for starters. Another fond memory was on
Saturday, in the morning, when I was working away at
some airplane under my canopy, and out of the clear blue
sky, you could hear  Wally say, "Yay!" just like that,  so
looking up, and right  there is Wally's NEW silver Nakajima
C6n Myrt .  It was floating majestically up from the carrier
deck on its first R.O.D. flight. Sounds ominous right? (Cue
the dramatic music) Well, It just kept going, and going and
going, up and up and up, like the proverbial bunny, sailing
right on into a sea of cotton half a mile away.  (See what I
did there? Nautical references and all?)  Swallowed up by
an ocean of cotton, never to be seen again.  Trust me
cotton is not the crop to be wading through in shorts, while
looking for airplanes, and the stuff SWALLOWS airplanes
whole.  Sadly, the aircraft was lost at sea.
 Attendance, was slightly down according to the
numbers, but there sure was a lot of fun going on, from the
flying to group suppers at the nearby restaurants, to after
supper nightcap ice-creams, to jam sessions for assisting
newbie pilots building new propeller free-wheelers and
front ends for the next morning competition( greatest
thanks to Wally Farrell, Rich Adams, Mike Kelly and
Robert Allen Shields), it has always impressed the heck
out of me how generous and willing to assist people are in
this hobby. By the way, Allan Shields had some pretty
awesome endurance flights going on, placing 3rd in Old
Time Rubber with his Gollywock. In fact Mike Kelly and
Allan Shields drove up from Texas to participate, and they
participated the heck out of a lot of events.  As usual,
Mike's superb quality models had everyone eyeing them
greedily, and they fly as good as they look.
 The volunteers really helped out (Thanks KAREN!)
and everything seemed to flow very smoothly, although
there was one remote fly-off for a Kanone, where Matt
King and Jim Alling were 3 states apart for the deciding
flight.  The variety of experiences never ends at
WESTFAC!
 We were blessed with good weather, great friends and
wonderful hosts, and the huge fields to fly in that were so
forgiving to the less trimmed type of airplanes.
 Sunday evening concluded with a festive get together
of all the participants at a nearby restaurant, where the
stories were flowing(like something else) thick and fast.

 If you have never been to WESTFAC, its heartliy
recommended for a good time, with great people, and an
awesome flying site. Having said all that, bring your A
game because the competition is hot, and when you
recover from this one folks, you'll now you've been up
against the best!

Wally on WestFac
      I made my second trip to WestFAC this year.  I am
“mostly” retired and was able to get the time together for
driving out.
         Tom Arnold is the CAG for this meet. His duty
officers, Bob Hodes and Henry Toews did yeoman’s work
keeping things organized and running smoothly.  Roger
Willis also had a hand in organizing judges and ensuring
that we had a similar viewpoint.  These guys are all to be
commended for keeping the meet well organized and fun.
It is a big undertaking but this one went very well. One of
the interesting things they did during judging was have the
fliers submit a vote on their favorite rubber scale, power,
peanut, etc airplane.  The winners in each category
received a nice drawing done by Henry Toews.
     The “theme” for this WestFAC was the Carrier event.  I
had built 3 planes for this- 2 low wingers and a bipe.  It
was a really interesting challenge to build a low winger
with the LG down.  It did affect trimming some and I
regretted that I did not spend more time sorting them out
before the meet.  My Myrt was lost in crops on its first
official.  My Judy and the new Mitsubishi 1MF1 did well
(although I did have to trim the 1MF1 on Thursday before
the judging started, seriously who goes to a meet with a
plane that isn’t trimmed out?  OK, all of us….).
     We had remarkably good weather overall.  The winds
were light and quite variable most of the 3 days.  You
needed to pay attention to wind direction whenever you
launched.  This may be the best field I have flown on, ever.
The alfalfa was high enough that it would usually cushion
your plane on a tough landing.  It was at times challenging
to find things but I didn’t find the alfalfa that difficult to
traverse (not true for some of the surrounding crops-cotton
is really no fun to lose a plane in).   The field is big enough
to max on, comfortably.
    I did have, without question, the best meet of my life at
WestFAC this year.  Several times things fell my way in
competition that I could not predict or plan for.  I lost 2
planes, but came home with a short repair list.   I had
several maxes since the conditions were good.
   Finally, as always there is a social side to the meet.  I
made some new friends and got to hang out with some
great guys.  Everyone was welcoming.  We had dinner
with a large group each night we were there, followed by
frozen yogurt, (which was an adequate substitute for ice
cream in this instance).   Many thanks to Tom, Henry, Bob
and Roger for a great meet.  Many thanks also to Julie for
making the long trip with me and being such an excellent
mechanic.  If you have a minute you really should look at
the WestFAC website.  There are some great pictures of
the planes that were entered.  The FAC is alive and well
out there!  Do make the trip!

  Wally Farrell
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Musing by Vance Gillbert

Year's End Best Mega Award -
 I was going to award this to myself for two reasons.
One is that I finally got an official flight at the Non-Nats on
my Martin MB-1 Mailplane. Same rubber as when I flew it
unofficially in 2018. The other reason is for the
simultaneously magnificent and heartbreaking flyaway of
my Focke Wulf Möwe.
 But best MEGA has to go to Matt King's 54" Scientific
Aeronca Chief, for a flight at Wawayanda this fall where it
was overhead, having already maxed, 15 feet above a
stand of trees by the river. where some of us were parked.
Looking straight up we'd see it glide over us and back over
the tree tops out of sight. We'd wait to hear it hit. Then it
would appear overhead again, then back behind hidden
treetops. Then visible again. 5-6  times. Never more than
15 - 20 feet higher than the treetops. Then it glided quite
retrievably to our side of the river, landing in front of the
trees it had just danced with.  You win, Matt.

Tyranny of Choice to Linked Class Building
 Dont judge me. Yes, that MEGA box is still empty (see
last issue). Why waste precious space in this rag with a
picture of my desk littered with research materials? Sure,
the column is called Muse but why smear readers with
indecisive writer brain droppings? No one wants to see
"stuck" as a repeated byline. Why imagine intrepid editor
Stew throw his hands up in editorial despair? So I was
discussing this with my niece at Thanksgiving, this
indecision, waiting for her to blanch with boredom at the
subject matter (There he go…Uncle Vance… on and on all
wound up about airplanes…), when she quite connectedly
told me of the phrase "tyranny of choice".
 Perfect. Bless you, youngster. Yes, one can be held
hostage by Eenie, Meenie, Miney, and Moe, LLC. That
company has many, many associates, thanks to the
Google, Kinkos, and 48 hour Amazon shipping of rare
books. And alas, I still stood frozen at the crossroads of
decisionalitytude.  Then I opened a text from Clive Gamble
that, I swear, looked like a cure:

(CLIVE) "Not sure if I have just gone insane, or have found
my direction... MacRobertson Air Race Ships!  I have
wanted to build a "linked class" of models for a long time,

but none of the groups really made sense. Either all too
samey, or uniformly dull schemes.  This link has been
staring me in the face for ages, just noticed it last night.
Includes:
- Airspeed Courier (fig. 1)
- Miles Falcon
- Fairey III F (fig. 2)
- Puss Moth
- Plus the well known ones, like the DH 88 (fig. 3)"

(ME) "I love this idea of yours!! What a magnificent fleet!
I've been threatening the SAME THING but with POLISH
HIGH-WINGED AIRLINERS,

….sporting 220hp Skoda/Whirlwind radials:
- PWS 21 Bis (fig. 4),
- PWS 24
- PWS 54 (fig. 5)
- Lublin R-XI
- Lublin R-XVI (fig. 6)
- PZL 4 (it had 3 of those 220hp Skodas but good enough)
- PZL L-2
- PZL 16

What a fleet! All with the 220. All sizes. All Polish. All
airliners."
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(CLIVE) "Start a production line of 220 powerplants …
…All sizes ..
I'm nuts about these MacRobertson Ships.
Need a Pander S.4, love the AS.8 Viceroy and have
printed out a mega DH.88 Black Magic. I think I would
have to mix the sizes up a bit, though they all look good
big.  The Courier sports a real nice scheme. The Mega
Monocoupe fuselage I have would make a 38" clip-winged
that would just look a hoot on the judging table. Yep,
Lambert clipped wing Monocoupe "Babe Ruth" number 33,
retired in Calcutta.  Looking seriously at the dog's bowl as
the cowl…..
There are 20 ships that started this event, or 17 different
models if you collect 3 DH.88's and 2 Fairey Fox.
Sure was funny when I read the full list, I was like..  "I need
one of those, and that, and that…"

(ME) "Awesome!!!
I wish we all lived in a big house!!!"

(CLIVE) "We would have to warn the local Kinko's.
Actually set one up alongside a Chinese takeout and we're
all set..... oh I'm not going there in print... I'll deny I even
thought it….."

Yeah, too late Clive.
There's so much to think of here. We already do this kind
of thing when we have Midway Mass launch or Spanish
Civil War event, but imagine you yourself having one of
each in *your* fleet, all connected by a specification, a
piece of equipment, a theatre of war..and you get to

research the history and be "the go-to guy" on that history.
Maybe inspire others to come up with a linked
classification" of their own. Yeah, you are now Musing
about A WHOLE GROUP OF PLANES!!

So of course I take this to the extreme and I begin to pine
for a fleet of Experimental Lift/VTOL Jets to call my own

Hunting 126  (fig. 7) - All yellow, gangly, used to test
ducted power out over the wings and vectored outlets
pointing all every which way. Did I mention it was all
yellow? I'd put a prop on its nose and throw it at the sky..
Bell Model 65 (fig. 8) - This cobbled together amalgam of
Schweizer nose and Cessna 150 wing parts VTOL jet
would go for me as a twin, props mounted outer-off-center
of the nacelles when they're horizontal, at 50-plus inch
span.
Bell Model 68 (fig. 9) - LOOK AT THAT THING!! It has
nostrils.. My    prop would go right in between - where this
nostrils overlap. Word has it that this thing was used to
garner early Lunar Lander experience.

Don't judge me….

Youtube, Thanks Tom Hallman,
and Spreading the Word -

There are so many fellows to thank for spreading the
word of the FAC rubber band model thing. There are so
may avenues for outreach  Roger Willis and retirement
homes, Doug Griggs and his after-school program, Tim
Lavender does the same through a church, I believe,
Richard Zapf and Chris McGovern with a North Shore
Massachusetts Library - the list of these heroes goes on
and on, so forgive my exclusion and brevity.

However, let's tip hat to Tom Hallman and his
YouTube videos. Time-lapsed instruction, detail specific
trimming  techniques, beautiful flying, great music,
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stupendous filming and editing (and not always of his own
models), attention to detail, and now tens of thousands of
followers. Some have indeed contacted our beloved
cottage industries Volare and EasyBuilt after seeing these
videos to see if they could be a part.
These videos are defining our hobby to a world of people
that would otherwise never see what we do.

Below are some comments, from around the world,
at some of Tom's video and modeling work:

"It is so rewarding to assemble flying models from
simple balsa sticks and tissue rather than buying molded
foam RTF models.  In 1933, when my Father was 10,
Edwin M. Love authored "Junior Planes", a how-to book of
gliders and rubber powered models.  That book launched
three generations of our Family into Aerospace

Engineering. It awaits on my bookshelf
for the next generation.  Encourage
young people to build and fly models. It
builds skills and confidence that are
sorely needed in our World."

"Not ashamed to say that I am in tears.
This amazing plane, flight and wonderful
video brought me back to my childhood
and a very vivid memory of the moment
that my first stick and tissue build caught
a thermal and floated "almost" out of
sight.  After seeing the builder walking
back holding his prized plane I again felt
the excitement of that day and could see
all of the details of the yellow Cub that I
worked so hard to build."

"That was (insert superlative here)!
Category: Science & Technology, with a
healthy dose of Art & Magic!"

"Good day.
For me, what
you do is the
quintessence
of beautiful,
professional
modeling. It's
not hard to
stick a 300W
motor and
batteries to a
piece of
cardboard - it
will also fly.
The art of
doing
something as
beautiful as
you, gently
but firmly,
without all
this
electronics,

discovering the true beauty of model making .. Thank you
and best regards! Robert from Poland (Poland) :)"

"He's Like the Bob Ross of flying model aircraft."

Final Muse Words to Live By
(Hey, It's Just Balsa Sticks We Glue Together)

"Be good and understanding, be simple. You can only
grow up by being simple."
(Jean Mermoz (don't know who Mermoz is? Look it
up….Ed)

"It's when you found out you could make mistakes that you
knew you were onto something"
(fortune cookie from Lucky Dragon, takeout last night)
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MY THOUGHTS ON BUILDING
AND FLYING MODEL AIRPLANES

by Mike Nassise

 If you have been reading Tailspin for a while, I think
you already have a good idea on what kind of models I
really enjoy designing, building and flying. If you said FAC
Simplified Scale high wing Military Utility
(Observation/Recon) aircraft, your are right on the money.
My preference for this particular type of model is total,
 However, the ships that I produce are not exact scale
replicas. At first glance they may "look" that way, but
closer examination reveals they are not. As one of my
oldest flying buddies, Vance Gilbert, likes to say they are
"watercolor interpretations" rather than examples of exact
realism done in oils. The FAC calls them Simplified Scale
models, but I very much like the AMA's Stand Off Scale
name just as well, if not more.
 When I draw up an FAC Simple Scale ship, I'm always
trying to achieve (1) a straight forward, easy to build model
that goes together quickly (2) include as much detail as
needed to make it eye appealing but not weigh it down so

much that it doesn't perform well and, (3) use readily
available construction materials that can be found in local
hardware stores, nearby hobby shops (even those that
specialize in RC) and in the big box stores like Michael's
and Wallmart. In short, I try to maximize the fun in bringing
the model to life, but minimize the gross distortions that
process can lead to.
 In addition to FAC Simplified Scale, I also enjoy
designing and building FAC Dime Scale and FAC Scale
Catapult Glider models. These two other events, also
allow some minimal  deviation from exact scale for ease of
construction and assembly of the model. They do not
permit gross alteration for performance enhancement.
 I have come across many "Stand Off Scale" drawings
over the years that have been so obviously "massaged" in
their creation that its embarrassing to view them. Noses
elongated, tails extended and nacelles blown so far
beyond the intent of the rules that the plan is a travesty. I
like to refer to these plans as representing the "Stretch
Limo Versions" of the aircraft. You known the type of
drawings I'm referring to. You never really win with these
plans or kit drawings.

WESTFAC 2019 RESULTS



23

WESTFAC 2019  RESULTS

CONTINUED

W
ES

T 
FA

C
 2

01
9 

M
as

s 
La

un
ch

 E
ve

nt
s

C
ar

rie
r A

irC
ra

ft 
M

L 
18

 P
IL

O
TS

W
al

ly
 F

ar
re

ll 
T-

28
 

72
 

93
 

94
 

1
Jo

na
th

on
 N

un
ez

 
G

ra
ce

 
84

 
88

 
87

 
2

D
on

 D
el

oa
ch

 
C

or
sa

ir 
79

 
90

 
82

 
3

C
ar

rie
r B

ip
la

ne
 M

L 
5 

P
IL

O
TS

W
al

t F
ar

re
ll 

B
oe

in
g 

F4
B

 
62

 
61

 
1

R
ic

h 
A

da
m

s 
F4

FB
-2

 
32

 
10

 
2

D
av

e 
H

au
gh

t 
M

its
ub

is
hi

 IM
F1

 
31

 
0 

3
W

W
I M

L 
7 

P
IL

O
TS

W
al

ly
 F

ar
re

ll 
B

ris
to

l S
co

ut
 

93
 

95
 

1
B

ob
 H

od
es

 
S

E
-5

 
59

 
69

 
2

M
at

t K
in

g 
S

E
-5

 
9 

31
 

3
W

W
II 

M
L 

20
 P

LO
IT

S
Jo

na
th

on
 N

un
ez

 
To

ny
 

80
 

83
 

92
 

1
To

m
 A

rn
ol

d 
P

-6
3 

53
 

10
0 

65
 

2
D

on
 D

el
oa

ch
 

C
or

sa
ir 

77
 

10
 

10
 

3
G

re
ve

-T
ho

m
ps

on
 M

L 
15

 P
IL

O
TS

W
al

ly
 F

ar
re

ll 
S

m
oo

th
ie

 
81

 
11

2 
12

8 
1

B
ob

 H
od

es
 

C
ha

m
be

rM
ai

d 
97

 
98

 
95

 
2

Ji
m

 A
llin

g 
C

ha
m

be
rM

ai
d 

13
2 

Lo
st

 
3

M
od

er
n 

C
iv

ili
an

 M
L 

10
 P

IL
O

TS
W

al
ly

 F
ar

re
ll 

V
ag

ab
on

d 
86

 
11

1 
10

2 
1

B
ob

 H
od

es
 

P
ot

tie
r 

15
5 

11
2 

96
 

2
M

at
t K

in
g 

A
er

on
ic

a 
12

0 
12

0 
86

 
3

M
od

er
n 

M
ili

ta
ry

 M
L 

11
 P

IL
O

TS
W

al
t F

ar
re

ll 
N

om
ad

 
94

 
10

8 
99

 
1

G
ed

. N
un

ez
 

G
ru

m
m

an
 5

-2
 

66
 

65
 

90
 

2
M

at
t K

in
g 

A
-1

 S
ky

R
ai

de
r 

67
 

72
 

47
 

3
Lo

w
 W

in
g 

M
ili

ta
ry

 T
ra

in
er

 M
L1

1 
P

IL
O

TS
W

al
t F

ar
re

ll 
D

ew
oi

tin
e 

49
 

82
 

99
 

1
D

on
 D

el
oa

ch
 

D
h-

94
 

51
 

75
 

90
 

2
R

ic
h 

A
da

m
s 

M
ag

is
te

r 
53

 
68

 
47

 
3

D
ou

bl
e 

Tr
ou

bl
e 

M
L 

8 
P

IL
O

TS
W

al
ly

 F
ar

re
ll 

B
N

-1
 

36
 

18
2 

1
G

ed
. N

un
ez

 
G

ru
m

m
an

 S
-2

 
40

 
79

 
2

M
ik

e 
K

el
ly

 
F7

F 
Ti

ge
rC

at
 

45
 

70
 

3

W
ES

T 
FA

C
 2

01
9

O
ld

 T
im

e 
R

ub
be

r F
us

el
ag

e 
7 

P
IL

O
TS

D
on

 D
el

oa
ch

 
W

ris
te

n 
12

0 
12

0 
12

0 
36

0 
1

Je
ff 

E
ng

le
rt 

C
ru

sa
de

r 
10

5 
12

0 
12

0 
34

5 
2

Ji
m

 A
llin

g 
O

pe
n 

R
oa

d 
S

pe
c.

 
11

4 
79

 
10

7 
30

0 
3

O
ld

 T
im

e 
R

ub
be

r S
tic

k 
5 

P
IL

O
TS

M
ik

e 
Je

st
er

 
K

or
da

 C
 

12
0 

11
5 

12
0 

35
5 

1
B

ob
 H

od
es

 
G

ol
ly

W
oc

k 
11

5 
12

0 
10

8 
34

3 
2

A
lle

n 
S

hi
el

ds
 

G
ol

ly
W

oc
k 

76
 

10
7 

12
0 

30
3 

3
EM

B
R

YO
 

12
 P

IL
O

TS
W

al
ly

 F
ar

re
ll 

E
m

br
om

at
ic

 
12

0 
12

0 
12

0 
36

0 
9 

36
9 

1
M

ik
e 

Je
st

er
 

Fl
at

 Ir
on

 
12

0 
10

4 
81

 
30

5 
9 

31
4 

2
M

at
t K

in
g 

D
eb

ut
e 

89
 

91
 

96
 

27
6 

9 
28

5 
3

Ji
m

m
y 

Al
le

n 
5 

P
IL

O
TS

R
ic

h 
A

da
m

s 
S

ko
ki

e 
11

1 
11

3 
10

8 
33

2 
1

R
og

er
 W

illi
s 

B
a 

C
ab

in
 

75
 

82
 

11
6 

27
3 

2
M

ik
e 

Je
st

er
 

S
ko

ki
e 

67
 

75
 

81
 

22
3 

3
2 

B
it 

+ 
1 

8 
P

IL
O

TS
D

on
 D

el
oa

ch
 

FC
-1

1 
12

0 
12

0 
11

8 
35

8 
1

Ji
m

 A
llin

g 
M

ot
h 

12
0 

11
5 

90
 

32
5 

2
M

ik
e 

Je
st

er
 

M
ot

h 
83

 
98

 
92

 
27

3 
3

N
on

-S
ca

le
 T

O
TF

 E
ve

nt
s!

W
ES

TF
AC

 2
01

9 
FA

C
 S

ca
le

 E
ve

nt
s

FA
C

 R
ub

be
r S

ca
le

 1
1 

P
IL

O
TS

 
FT

 
B

P
 S

P
W

al
ly

 F
ar

re
ll 

M
e 

60
9 

10
3 

78
.2

5 
35

 
61

.5
 

17
4.

75
 

1
M

ik
e 

K
el

ly
 

M
K

V
 S

pi
tF

ire
 

10
0 

77
.5

 
10

 
62

 
14

9.
5 

2
Jo

na
th

an
 N

un
ez

 
S

E
-5

 
85

 
72

.5
 

15
 

60
 

3
FA

C
 P

ea
nu

t S
ca

le
 7

 P
IL

O
TS

 
FT

 
B

P
 S

P
D

av
e 

H
au

gh
t 

14
-B

IS
 

67
 

63
.5

 
25

 
48

.5
 

13
7 

1
Jo

na
th

on
 N

un
ez

 
Tu

rb
o 

M
au

l 
72

 
66

 
0 

60
 

12
6 

2
W

al
ly

 F
ar

re
l 

W
hi

tm
an

 B
us

te
r 

70
 

65
 

0 
59

 
12

4 
3

FA
C

 J
um

bo
 S

ca
le

 5
 P

IL
O

TS
 

FT
 

B
P

 S
P

W
al

ly
 F

ar
re

l 
B

N
-1

 
12

0 
82

.5
 

25
 

61
 

16
8.

5 
1

D
uk

e 
H

or
n 

A
ta

la
nt

e 
91

 
75

.2
5 

15
 

62
 

15
2.

25
 

2
M

at
t K

in
g 

Ta
yl

or
C

ra
ft 

12
0 

82
.5

 
0 

47
.5

 
13

0 
3

FA
C

 P
ow

er
 S

ca
le

 
5 

P
IL

O
TS

 
FT

 
B

P
 S

P
M

at
t K

in
g 

D
R

-1
 T

rip
e 

12
0 

82
.5

 
20

 
60

 
20

0 
1

Ji
m

 A
lli

ng
 

S
op

W
ith

 T
rip

e 
12

0 
82

.5
 

20
 

60
 

20
0 

2
B

ob
 H

od
es

 
S

pe
rr

y 
M

es
sa

ng
e 

12
0 

82
.5

 
15

 
49

.5
 

18
4.

5 
3

(F
ly

-o
ff 

be
tw

ee
n 

K
in

g 
&

 A
lli

ng
)



24



25

 ISLE OF THANET CUP WINNER

 There are a number of interesting models described in
old issues of this magazine that were never drawn up in
full-size, not for them the 'X-List' treatment, thus unless
present day vintage modellers stumble on these (mostly
half-size) drawings and are prepared to enlarge them to
full-size themselves, the designs seldom see the light of
day One such is the 24-inch span 'Isle of linnet Cup
Winner' designed by W. Crutcher that was described in the
August 1939 Aero-Modeller. This model has a peculiar
humpbacked fuselage caused, it appears. by the designer
retaining about six inches of the fuselage top outline
parallel with the thrustline to enable the wing to be moved
over this distance without altering its incidence, and it is the
sudden sweep down of the upper longerons that creates
the tump*.The plan is reproduced this month and can be
easily photocopied to full-size, no building instructions
being necessary:111e material sizes used are shown on
the drawing, mainly 3/32 inch square balsa, except for
trailing edges: note the inverted 3/16 inch '1" section
mainspar. No propeller details are given other than to state
that a medium pitch balsa propeller with a decent free-
wheel device was used. Power was eight strands of 1/8
inch rubber 24 inches long and this motor had 'secured
flights up to eight minutes outof-sight'. Note the incorrect
use of the word 'Wakefield' in the plan title!

Another 24-inch span model that received the same
treatment was the 'Black Arrow' (May 1938 Aero-Modeller)
and that model was given some coverage in this column
when its pedigree was questioned (April, June and July
1994 issues). Now George Benson from Mill Valley.
California shows that these obscure designs are doing their
stuff-way out West', and writes:- "Thought that the photos
of a couple of old Aeromodeller designs being flown in
California near San Francisco may be of interest.The 'Isle
of Thanet Cup Winner' is finished in the old Walton-on-
Thames red and black club colours and was built by me
after I received the plans from Alan Wiggs following an
advertisement I inserted in Aeromodeller - I had last built
this design in 1939 in England! The 'Black Arrow' was built
by fellow model aero club member Jerry Long and is also a
good flyer. At a recent local Society of Antique Modellers'
contest, the • Black Arrow' put up a time of around 4.1/2
minutes in a (to us!) brisk wind.The 'Isle of'lltmet Cup
Winner did 2 minutes 5 seconds on one flight and I minute
48 seconds on another."

Is it not odd that we have to get American modellers
(even though one is an expatriate) to show us what the old
designs hidden away in the musty pages of our very own
model aeroplane literature will do?

FROM  A RECENT AEROMODLEER
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Isle of Thanet
By George Benson

The Isle of Thanet "Duration Model" was a 24 inch
outdoor model of unusual body shape in the August 1939
issue of the British Aero Modeller magazine. The plan was
on one page, half scale, only one half of the body drawn in
plan view, no prop size shown, but at the tender age of 11,
I drew the plan to full size, and tackled the building. This
proceeded slowly, I suffered many longeron breakages
from the odd shape, but eventually built it, ready for the
flying season at Chobham Common in Surrey, England.
By then, my father and I were members of the Walton and
District Model Flying Club. Despite the war breaking out in
September, we flew outdoors regularly on Summer
Sundays. Oddly, I do not remember it raining or being cold,
however I do remember cycling with both parents for 10
miles each way, armed with sandwiches, thermos of tea
and my father's plane and my Isle of Thanet in a strong
cardboard box strapped on my back with heavy cord which
dug into me. I guess I did not have enough sense to pad
the cord. As the military also learned to drive army tanks at
the Common, a chase ensued to retrieve our planes before
the driver crushed it, although I think now they would have
veered away after causing us anxiety.

So much for my reminiscences, I had always
remembered this model and a few years ago, when I
returned to aeromodelling, I advertised in the Aeromodeller
for a copy of the plan. Lo and behold, I received
photocopies from a New Zealander and a gentleman from
Southern California so I set to building. This time, I avoided
redrawing by photocopying the plan, enlarging it, inverting
the drawing of half the fuselage, oiling it with olive oil to
make the paper translucent, taping it together so I had a
full plan view of the body and building was underway.
Being far older and wiser,....I thought....I would have no
problem with the longerons breaking, but "pride goeth
before a fall" and I did indeed break longerons, and also
had a warped body as well. This time too, I had another
humbling time when adding a DT. The fuselage tail has a
very narrow taper, and I had considerable anguish fitting
the stabilizer securely and yet having it pop up as the DT
activated.

Eventually, I had it flying satisfactorily, though never
reliably, due to aforementioned unstable stabilizer plus
rubber bunching in the narrow fuselage at the rear.
However, I am pleased to say, I do NOT have to cycle 10
miles each way, nor do I have cords cutting into my
shoulder from the box containing the planes.
I also scaled down the plan and built an indoor model,
about 14 or 15 inch which flew adequately, though would
tend to stall for no apparent reason when circling in the
gymnasium.

PEANUT VERSION
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 Season’s greetings to all!  By the time you get this,
Christmas may well have come and gone—save that
wrapping tissue, you never know when you might need
it!—with the New Year hot on its tail.  New Year’s is usually
thought of as a time to reflect and reset, even as life
whizzes by like a BLUR racer.  When I think of New Year’s
Day, my mind goes to one thing:  The NEW FAC RULE
BOOK!! The thought of all of you, eagerly rubbing your
glue-covered mitts in anticipation of kicking back by the fire
and poring over the freshly-edited collection Thou-Shalt
and Thou-Shalt-Nots makes me smile.  I can practically
hear the delighted cheers and rousing
applau….wait….wait…what was that? A collective
groan?!?  Murmurs of dissent?!?
 Sigh….OK, the truth is, I know what you REALLY want
for Christmas.  An FAC Rule Book that never changes.
Maybe better yet, one that goes back to whatever the rules
were the last time you bothered to actually read them and
take them to heart—when WAS that, 1985?—back when
life seemed simpler, or at least, more fun.  That’s what FAC
is supposed to be about, right? FUN!
 Well gang, it’s New Years, and I am reflecting.  When I
first took on the Rule Book, the FAC was in a bit of a whirl,
and the rule book was in dire need of a 10,000’ perspective
wholesale edit.  I made it my job to take what I had in front
of me, trim it down, and give it a unified overview.  What I
was NOT tasked to do at that time was to judge the scope
of those rules as they were presented to me.  I was a late
arrival to the FAC party.

 How the rules got to be where they were in 2012 (when I
first started to edit them) is pretty much a mystery to me.
Who decided Low Wing Military Trainer was a thing? Why
would anyone care about promoting_________(insert your
least favorite event here)?  What durn fool decided to
eliminate ________ (insert your favorite event here)?  I
dunno, don’t shoot me, I was only the editor.
 Some moons have passed; the landscape has
changed somewhat; and now I find myself serving as your
CinC as well as the Keeper of the Rules.  I suppose that
means I am in a position to order wholesale changes to the
direction of the FAC, and put that direction into writing via
the rule book. Hahaha, power!!  But the fact is, I’m not
really the “benevolent dictator” sort that some of you guys
seem to want.  Neither do I think the democratic process
works 100% of the time; sometimes, you just gotta spin the
prop and do what you think is right.
 So here’s my New Year’s resolution.  Sometime right
around January 1, the 2020-2021 Rule Book will go online.
Don’t expect any profound changes this time around.  The
revisions that were revealed a little while ago in the FACNL
will be incorporated, and the overall structure and wording
of the most recent Rule Books will remain intact for now.  In
the next year, though, I will take a long hard look at where
we were back in the good ol’ days—when exactly was that
again?— and give some thought to how the rules might be
made more...simple. More fun.  Don’t get me wrong; I think
there’s a lot to be said for where we are now, and darn it,
I’m actually proud of the job I did ca. 2012-2014.  I think it
serves the realities of today’s FAC pretty well.  But I have a
little more hindsight, and a LOT more perspective than I
had back then.  Without making any promises, we’ll see
where that take us.

DM
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Flying Aces Club Membership FormFlying Aces Club Membership Form
RenewalNew

M e m b e r s h i p  I n f o r m a t i o n
• Membership brings you six issues of the Flying Aces Club News,

and all the grins that come with being a Junior Birdman.

• When the Dreaded Red X shows up in that circle next to your
address label, it is time to renew your membership.
Please note:
If you have given us you e:mail address you will also
receive and e:mail reminder.

• Memberships will not be back dated so any missed issues
  of the newsletter will have to be purchased.

(For back issues, see below.)

• Your renewal date will be printed on your newsletter mailing label
so the DRX won’t sneak up on you.

• If you would like to use the PayPal option to send your dues, go
to:  flyingacesclub.com and click on “membership.”  The PayPal
button is at the bottom of the page.  Pick your location
(US, Canada, or Overseas) and hit the button.

• You can still send a check through the good old mail service. Use
the form below, or any reasonable facsimile. Please make checks
payable to:  Flying Aces Club

• Canadian and Overseas members, please use PayPal (preferred)
or send checks payable in US dollars.

• FAC News BACK ISSUES N o w  a v a i l a b l e
Check with Rick

• Change of address - please note - the post office does not for-
ward bulk mail so be sure to handle this promptly or you will miss
an issue! Send your new address, or any questions about your
membership to:

FLYING ACES CLUB
997 Woodcliff Drive

Franklin Square, NY 11010

or email to - join@flyingacesclub.com

Phineas sez:

Pulleez don’t wait until the last
minute to send in your dues!
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 Behind the beard and shades  is Wally
getting his Grand Champoin Trophy

from Tom Arnold. at WESTFAC.

It's Snowbird season. Whether you move south to
escape the harsh winter or north to enjoy a winter
wonderland, you can still get your newsletter delivered
directly to you. Just notify me of your alternate address and
the dates you will be there.  All newsletters mailed within
those dates will be sent to your alternate address.

The new interactive squadron map is now active.
When you mouse-over the area of each squadron, you will
get the name of the Squadron. When you click on that
area, you will go to a squadron information request form.
Be sure your name and email are correct and then go
ahead and ask your question. The form will automatically
go to the squadron commander. You should get a
response within a reasonable time. If not, please contact
me and I will see that your question is answered.

This issue's modeling tip: I have been working with
bamboo skewers for areas that need extra strength. I have
found my razor plane works well. With a little effort I can
make a half round leading edge or working both sides, a
flat stick. The wonderful thing about bamboo is how easily
it is bent and once formed it will stay in that exact shape.
When making rounded wing tips the length of bamboo that
requires heating is a few inches long. So the method of
using a soldering iron just didn't heat a long enough length
of bamboo. So I tightly wrap my bamboo stick in aluminum
foil. Then heat about 4 inches of bamboo over a flame. The
aluminum foil prevents the bamboo from scorching. It does
not take long for the bamboo to turn soft, almost rubbery.
You must immediately move to your form. In only seconds
the bamboo cools back to a stiff stick. With care you can
re-heat and re-form.

It might take you a few tries to exactly form the
bamboo shape you wish, but bamboo skewers are cheap
and easy to get. Also, save the bamboo shavings from
your razor plane. I soak them in water and straighten to
dry. They are excellent reinforcement for broken balsa
sticks and can be used to strengthen any weak spots.

Contact me at: Contests@FlyingAcesClub.com
Have fun – Rick Pendzick

Blacksheep Squadron;
Czech Co2 engines.
8 Gram chargers and parts —
Also seals for G-MOT chargers
http:Alacksheepsquadron.com
Roy Hanson, 21410 Nashville St,
Chatsworth CA 91311. (818) 998-3772
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WESTFAC VII   2019
Roger Willis

 This years WESTFAC was truly unique. The weather is
a good example. I have flown in every WESTFAC since its
creation in 2005. This year, every flying day was calm with
minor drift in the afternoon going to calm in the early
evening. Fantastic flying conditions.
 The flying field was perfect. Jerry Rovey, the owner of
Rovey Farms had cut the new alfalfa crop just two weeks
prior to WESTFAC and it had grown back to about 12" in
thick height. This was the case for all 600 acres . At this
perfect height, your model found a soft landing, but could
be seen and retrieved quickly. During the event, Jerry
volunteered to take his Cessna 180 up with a photographer
to take aerial photos of the WESTFAC site.  Kathy
Hutchison volunteered to go and the result was a great
shot of our flight line and the flying site field [see cover].
She really enjoyed the experience and Jerry Rovey took
her around in several passes prior to landing back at his
home.
 One of the WESTFAC traditions is to recognize its
Sponsors for their generosity. Every Sponsor is given a
"Sponsor poster" for his/her event she wants to sponsor.
[pic 1 ] This year, several Sponsors choose to their posters
in memory of Phil Thomas, who passed away this year.
Phil was both our event historian and the WESTFAC artist
in residence . Since WESTFAC's inception, he had done all
the trophy and T-shirt art. He was a great builder and flyer
who was the driving force behind the Rio Grande FAC
Squadron in New Mexico. Phil's widow, Mel, came to this
WESTFAC, driving alone from New Mexico, to bring many
of Phil's model supplies for free distribution to all the flyers .
God bless you Mel.
 As many of you know, it doesn't get easier to retrieve
models with age. As we all get older, it's harder ! Well to
help our older folks at this WESTFAC, we sent out a
search effort to various "service groups in Buckeye Arizona
to see if we could get some volunteers to help retrieve. No
luck. Just as we were getting discouraged on this idea, one
of our Working Committee members , Rod Persons , from
the Marin Aero Squadron, stepped forward with an idea.
He has a grand daughter at the Grand Canyon University,
a Christian University  in Phoenix Arizona, about 35 miles
from Buckeye. He contacted her and she gathered up
some of the college friends. They volunteered to come and
help retrieve. I gave them some "field training" on getting a
line and holding models and they went to work helping.
They were fantastic [ pic 2 ]. From L. to R is Megan
Segale, Nicole Marseglia, the old Guy who needed help,
Kaylia  Persons and  Kira De La Kruz .  In picture 3, we
see one of the volunteers , Kira De La Kruz , helping Henry
Toews , from Toronto Canada, during a winding for a mass
launch.[
 Another unique new award was the beauty awards.
During the judging, each major theme event had a ballot
box on the table holding the model . All contestants and
visitors were asked to vote for the " best model" in the
group. The votes were counted and awards were made at
the field . As an example, John Hutchison is pictured with
his fine-looking T-28 which won the Beauty Award in its
category [ pic 4 ].

 The WW I mass launch was hotly contested . It was
won by Wally Ferrell with his  Bristol Scout. Pictured in
picture number 5, is a sky battle between Bob Hodes' SE-5
and Wally, is the final round of WW I mass Launch.
Each year ,we award the Walt Mooney Memorial trophy to
the winner of Peanut Scale. The trophy was especially
made by  Keith Sterner  and has an actual peanut flying a
model plane. This year, it was won by Dave Haught with
his 14-BIS.  Dave is pictured holding his trophy [ pic 6 ].
 The Double Trouble event is always a "panicked" thrill.
This year was no exception. Picture 7 shows Bob Hodes
with one of our wonderful volunteers winding his twin
rubber for Double trouble. The event was won by Wally
Ferrell with his Italian BN-1. He garnered  a max on his 2nd
flight.
 Don DeLoach flew a new Russian Jet model in the
Modern Military event. It was the Russian  Lavolkin . He
built it from his own developed plan. Picture 8 shows the
model in a field view. Wish I had a better picture. It was a
beauty. Don commented that it was a "challenging build".
 The Grand Champion Trophy was won by Wally Ferrell
for the 2nd year in a row. Pictured [ pic 9 ] is Wally winding
On the back cover he is seen being awarded Grand
Champion by CAG Tom Arnold.
 From a participation perspective, this WESTFAC had a
good attendance of over 40 entrants. However , those 40
brought over 300 models to fly.  All in all a very good
WESTFAC.  Thanks to all the flyers who came so far and
to everyone who helped support this great FLYING ACES
event.

1

2
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WESTFAC VII  2019 PHOTOS
ROGER WILLIS
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MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES ON

997 Woodcliff Drive
Franklin Square, NY 11010

Plans in this issue
1. Isle of Thanet Winner as a

peanut it can also be built
full size at 24”.

2. PIPIT built by John
Koptonak .

3. FFROG (Foo Fighter ROG)
4. Piper Clipper.
5. Mike Nassise launching a

simple ROG. He and his
Tailspin will be missed.

1

2

3

4

5
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CENTER RIB MADE FROM 1
16X3

32 STRIP TOP PIECE TAPERED BEFORE ASSEMBLY 1
8" GAP

OUTER PANELS MADE FROM 1
16 SQ STRIPS WITH 116 SHEET GUSSETS.

OUTER PANELS ASSEMBLED TO
CENTER RIB WITH 1-3

8" DIHEDRAL
AT TIPS. SPARS OVERLAP AT
CENTER TO HOLD DIHEDRAL.

1
16 SQ GLUED TO TIP RIB
AND TAPERED.

DIHEDRAL JIG

5
8 DIA 1

16 SHT
BALSA WHEEL
1
16 OD AL TUBE HUB

0.025 MW

W
A

S
H

E
R

STAB

4.5"
PECK PROP

BOND PAPER
TRIM TAB
BEND LEFT

1
16 X 3 32 BALSA

STAB 1
16 SQ EXCEPT CENTER RIB

COVER BOTTOM ONLY

0.025 MW

THREAD

1
16 AL TUBE

1
32 MW PROP

SHAFT

WING COVERED ON TOP ONLY

FFROG

3
32 BALSA FUSELAGE

1
16 SHT BALSA WING TAB

DRYER SHEET PATCH

WING HELD ON BY #16 RUBBR BAND
SLIDE TO SHIFT CG

FOO FIGHTER RISE OFF GROUND
A DESIGN LOOSELY BASED ON THE PIPIT

WITH MODS SUGGESTED BY SCOTT RICHLEN
STEW MEYERS 11/2019

WING TAB 2 REQ

POWER: 7" LOOP OF 116 RUBBER
does 30 secs. under a low ceiling gym

FIN 1
16 BALSA

COER BOTH
SIDES
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THE STB TIPS ARE TOO
TIGHT A BEND TO
LANINATE MAKE FROM
SHEET INSTEAD

3
32 BALSA LANDING
GEAR MOUNT

1
8 BALSA LG

SPACER
1

8 DIA BAMBOO
SKEWER

STAB CENTER RIB 116 BALSA

REDRAWN BY
STEW MEYERS 11-2019

1
32 MW AXLE BOUND TO

BAMBOO LEG WITH THREAD

SLIT IN BAMBOO PREVENTS
AXLE ROTATION

LE 1
8 SQ

TE 3 32 X 1
8

SPAR 116 X 316
TEE SECTION
RIBS 1

16 SHT

1.5" DIHEDRAL AT TIP

LE 3 32 SQ TE 3 32 X 117
TIPS LAMINTED
1

32 X 3 32 3 PLY
RIBS 132 SHT EXCEPT
CENTER RIBS

TIP LAMINATED
1

32 X 3 32 3 OR 4 PLY

ALTERNATE
1

8 SHEET BALSA TIP
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3
32 x1

8 CROSS PIECE
TOP & BOTTOM

STAB MOUNT
1
16 BALSA SHT

FUSE SIDES

LINE UP FORMER

FUSELAGE FROM 3
32

SHEET & 3 32 SQ. BALSA

RUDDER & SUB FIN 3
32 SQ & SHEET

LAMINATES 3 32 X 1
32 BALSA

BOTTOM
ONLY

REDRAWN BY
STEW MEYERS 11-2019

1" PECK WHEEL

0.047 SMALLPECK
THRUST BUTTON
9" PECK PROP

REALLY SOAK THE LONGERONS AND FORM AROUND CARDBOARD FORMS

0.020 MW WING HOOKS

STAB HOLDDOWN
HOOK

Not all the dimensions shown on the oringal plan measure up.
Naturally symmetrical parts aren’t quite symmetric.

The wing TE is 3/32 x 3/16 not 1/8 x 3/16. The wing LE & TE have a 7
degree sweep while the spar as shown has a 6 degree sweep. This means
the ribs would be all different. I redrew the wing with a 7 degree spar and
show the opposite panel.

To fit the full size fuselage on a “B” size drawing it was necessary to
show the fin and sub rudder separately. To accommodate the DT and
securely mount

Since the wing and tail tips are shown as bent from 3/32" dia reed these can be laminated from 1/32
x 3/32 sheet. However the stab tips have a shape that has too tight a bend to be easily laminated
and perhaps are better cut from sheet. Another stab problem is the ribs. Only the 1/16 th center ribs
that sandwich the fin are shown. The rest are 1/32 that are block sanded to shape from rectangular
inserts. The rudder tip also seems a bit tight and has been replaced with 3/32 sheet.

The top view barely shows the fuselage curvature. I have redrawn this with the natural curve
you get when the ends are pinched in. This curve is the same as a cantilever beam with an end load.
A well known formula that I believe I have presented before.

In addition I have added line up formers and gussets to the fuselage. The nose block is
detailed to show a small Peck thrust button. The fuselage front is slightly modified to snugly fit the
nose block.

LINUP
FORMER

LINEUP
FORMER
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A B C C C C
C

INKED AILERON
OUTLINES

7
8" DIHEDRAL

EACH TIP

DON'T GLUE OVERLAP
UNTIL SETTING DIHEDRAL

T.E. 116" X 1/8"

WING STRUT ANCHOR
1
16" SHEET

ADD THESE GUSSETS
AFTER SETTING DIHEDRAL

1
16" SQ.

WING TIP
LAMINATED

3 PLY 1
16" X 1

32"

L.E. 18 SQ.

D

SPARS 116"X1
8"

DIHEDRAL; BREAK

STAB LAMINATION FORM
1
16 X 1

32 BALSA
THREE LAYERS
2 REQ.

JOIN LAMNATES ON THIS LINE

CL

INKED
LINE

STAB FROM 116"X1
8" STRIP,

1
16" SHEET & 116" SQ., &

3 PLY 1
32" X1

16" LAMINATION S

WING TIP LAMINATION
FORM 1

16 X 1
32 BALSA

THREE LAYERS
2 REQ.

B

A

C

DBUILD WING CENTER SECTION FIRST FROM RIBS
A, B AND LE D OMITTING CENTER SPAR. THEN
BUILD OUTER PANELS ADD DIHEDRAL AND GLUE
TO CS AND ADD CENTER SPAR. FINALLY ADD
OUTER PANEL GUSSETS .

1
16" BALSA

PARTS

CENTER
LINE

STRUTS FROM
1
16" X 1

8" BALSA

1
16" RIBS
ALTERNATE FFROG / PIPIT WING CONSTRUCTION
BUILD LEFT AND RIGHT PANELS AND JOIN THEM  WITH THE
TIPS RAISED 1-3/8” FOR THE FFROG AND 1-5/8 FOR THE PIPIT
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RUDDER LAMINATION
FORM 3 LAYERS
1

32 " X 1
16" BALSALANDING GEAR

SUPPORT GUSSET
GLUED INSIDE
FUSE SIDE

F1 F2

F4

F5 F6

3
4" PECK

WHEEL

1
16" SHEET

TYPICAL

STAB HERE

BALSA AIR
SCOOP

FIN FROM 116" SQ & 116" SHT.

3
32 AL TUBE

REAR PEG 0.015 MW

BALSA DISK

ALL STRINGERS, LONGEONS,
CROSSPIECES & UPRIGHTS
FROM 1

16" SQ.

ADD THESE GUSSETS
AFTER THE TAIL IS JOINED

1
16 " SQ BRACES

LINE UP FORMER
F6

FUSELAGE
SIDES

LINE UP FORMER
F5

NB
N1

PECK
TB

F3BOND PAPER

F1

F2

CUT OUT

CUT OUT
AFTER F1
GLUED ON

F3

F3B

NB 1
16" BALSA

3 REQ

F4

N1
4 REQ

INKED
RUDDER
OUTLINE

LANDING GEAR WIRE
.020 TO .032

LG SUPPORT
1
16 BALSA

1/32 " LG
LOCATOR

DRYER SHEET PATCH
RETAINS LG WIRE

LG FAIRING
1
16 BALSA

ASSEMBLE TWO FUSELAE SIDES. GLUE IN LG SUPPORT GUSSETS ON THE INSIDE OF EACH. MAKE UP LINE UP
FORMERS AND GLUE TO ONE SIDE, JIGGING TO MAINTAIN A RIGHT ANGLE. APPLY GLUE TO THE OTHER SIDE AND
ASSEMBLE THE BASIC FUSELAGE BOX UPSIDE DOWN ON THE WING BASE. ADD THE GUSSETS IN THE MAIN BOX.
CRACK THE LONGERON AFT OF F6 AND GLUE THE REAR END TOGETHER. ADD THE GUSSETS AT THE BREAK. GLUE IN
F2. ADD THE REST OF THE FORMERS AND CROSS PIECES. ADD THE NOSE STRINGERS. ADD THE BOTTOM BALSA IN
FILL. BEND THE LG WIRE AND GLUE IT TO THE LG MOUNT REINFORCED WITH A DRYER SHEET. GLUE THIS ASSEMBLY
IN PLACE. BUILD THE WING, STAB AND RUDDER. MAKE THE NOSE BLOCK. SAND AND COVER THE PIECES. GLUE THE
WING TO THE FUSELAGE. GLUE ON THE STAB AND RUDDER. ADD THE LANDING GEAR FAIRING AND WHEELS. ADD THE
TAIL WHEEL. ADD THE WING STRUTS.

ALL NOSE PIECES
1
16 SHEET BALSA

SUGESTED POWER
ONE LOOP OF 1/8 16" LONG
6" PECK PROP CLIPPED TO 5"
0.047 MW PROP SHAFT WITH
CLUTCH.

BOTTOM ONLY

LEAVE UNCOVERED
FOR ACCESS TO RUBBERBALSA IN FILL

BETWEEN
INNER MOST
STRINGERS

F3B

LEAVE OPEN

GLUE FAIRING
TO LONGERON
WITH BECAON
FOAM TAC SO IT
CAN FLEX

1
16 BACK

UP




