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Our cover, as you probably recognize, was done by Dave Linstrum. This one is of the Mess-
erschmitt M20b shown in the livery of the 1931 Lufthansa. We wish Dave a very speedy re-

covery after undergoing successful by-pass surgery. Get back on the flightline soon, Dave!

This issue's plans were sent to us from Mark Fineman (Soijka), Florent Baecke (Remington-
Burnelli RB-1), Doug Wilkey (Dornier "Merkur"), Florent Baecke (DFW T-28 Floh), Al Back-
strom (Maubossin Hempitere), and the Seversky BT-8 plan has been lying around in our arch-
ives for much to long. Does anyone have any info as to the history of this? Was it a Kit?
Or was it a plan that was published? or What? Thanks to all for their contribution to this
issue and to all others whose contributions make up this issue. Keep 'm coming.

On a sad note, we have lost another FACer. Jim Moynihan, from Lockport, NY passed away on
October 16, 1997. Our condolences to his family and many friends. He will be missed.

Are all you Tissue Trimmers getting ready
for the "FLYING ACES NATS, MK-XI"? You
better get to the building board real quick
if you haven't already done so. The dates
for this "Big One" are July 17-18-19, 1998.
The scale judging will be done on July 16th
at Peter's Party Complex as we have been

7RI NS (Y doing the last few years. In the next
CZ%:9’ ﬂn' j 3 issue we will have all info for you on this
ishing W | contest. There will be the usual events,
you a & ) plus a couple of extras for you.
Lj;7/)“)ll§ L 3 I want express my thanks to Roy Courtney
- R 74 for doing such a fine job of recording the
N S | Kanones for us for the last few years.
H‘RStllléls NeC 2 7 SN Roy is now living in North Carolina and we
axl( a Wl wish him and his wife ,Diane, all the best

in their new endeavors.
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BUILD...FLY...WIN...EFF--AAA—-CEEE! ! ! |

Lt. Col. Lin Reichel, CinC-FAC




KEEPER OF THE "KANONES"

Ross Mayo is now in charge of keeping track of the "Kanone"

winners.

(event)

As of this date Ross should be sent all contest results.

Send all results to Ross Mayo, 3838 Woodcrest Ct., Erie, Pa. 16506.
All results should be on form such as below, or a reasonable facsi-

mle thereove.
sults will not be accepted.
right?
in the past.
who have had at least one official flight.

If you don't fill out such a form, complete, the re-
You want to know why we are doing this,
This method will prevent duplications which have happened
All events must have had at least three contestants.
In the case of mass

launch events then only the contestant's name and model have to be
listed but there must be at least three entries in the event.

Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Let's wish

Ross a successful tenure as the "Keeper of the Kanones".
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FAIRCHILD 24 RULES:

Models must be built from the guillows kit or plan
(readily available). You can use your own wood,
but the structure and sizes must be accurate to the
plans. The plastic parts may be substituted with
wood, any prop can be used, and the motor peg may
be relocated. All struts must be in place.

You can create your own color scheme, but
all panel lines and registration numbers must be
on model.

The event is a mass launch, no 15% rule, and
dethermalizers are not allowed.

This event will be held at next year's FAC-Nats. It will
be sponsored by the Chicago Escadrille, FAC Squadron #9.
Should be a fun event. Get started on your's now!
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Fairchild 24 with Warner 145.hp, J/ ‘7‘

4-passenger (U.S.). H

n i it is time to renew
If the box on the right has the dreaded RED "X" in it, it is L :
your membership which includes the newsletter. Cost is $15.00 per year 1in

i . Overseas the cost is $20.00 per year. Six
e e rachad ov This is your last issue under

issues per year published every other month.
your old membership.
FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506.

Please make checks, payable to "Flying Aces".

Send to
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Am’s
Pacific

The Clippers that spanned the

world’s largest ocean left many lives
realigned in their broad wakes.

by Henry Scammell

y almost any measure, the Pacific Ocean was the ultimate
aviation conquest. But for Juan Trippe, it was second
best. As president of Pan American Airways, Trippe saw
the world as a series of landmasses to be connected by Pan Am
routes, By the early 1930s the airline had firmly established its
Caribbean and Central and South American routes, and Trippe
set his sights on transatlantic travel. But his plans were
thwarted by the British, who were loath to grant landing
rights—and with them, dominance of the Atlantic—to a U.S.
carrier—at least until they were ready to compete.
' So Trippe turned to the Pa-

They 1D TDAYEL K cific. In the spring of 1935 Pan

Al R r RA/ H,Hl Am launched four surveys of a
prospective commercial route
from San Francisco to Manila in
the Philippines via a chain of iso-
lated islands. Laid out by Trippe
and Charles Lindbergh, the
routes covered Honolulu, then
the islands of Midway, Wake,
and Guam.

Until these flights the two-
square-mile coral atoll called
Midway was a cable relay station
serviced solely by boat, and the
three tiny islands that made up
Wake were inhabited only by birds, hermit crabs, and rats.
That would soon change. Shortly before the survey flights Pan
Am had dispatched the depot ship North Haven with materials
and construction crews to create air bases on the islands.
Aboard were antenna masts, topsoil, flower and vegetable
seeds, five tons of dynamite to create safe harbors by blasting

1B HABOED EDMSLELE BOTAT. WAL (KAN BaRHLE BOK
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out coral heads, and enough lumber to build villages on Wake -

and Guam. A later shipment included modern-day amenities
for future passengers, including telephones, draperies,
Simmons beds, shower heads, playing cards, ashtrays, coat
hangers, ice-making machines, aquariums, and lumber for
building two hotels. On October 24, 1935, as the sole bidder,
Pan Am secured the U.S. transpacific mail contract. The first
flight was scheduled to depart Alameda, California, in four
weeks.

For Pan Am’s Pacific routes, the Glenn L. Martin Company
built three M-130 flying boats, at the time the world’s largest
commercial aircraft. Though they could seat 32 passengers,
the fuel load required for the 20-hour flight from California to
Hawaii was the more crucial reason for their immense size.

Indeed, on this segment only nine passengers could be accom-
modated.

The 26-ton Martins would herald a new age of air travel,
cutting an 8,200-mile ocean crossing from weeks to days and
firmly establishing Pan American as the world’s dominant
transoceanic airline. The first M-130, delivered to Pan Am
two weeks before the mail contract came through, was chris-
tened the China Clipper.

ohn Cooke, a 25-year-old radio operator fresh out of the

Navy, read about the upcoming China Clipper flight in the
paper in Astoria, Oregon, and showed it to his wife Isyl. “Why
don’t I get a job with Pan Am?”* he said. “We can go back to
Guam,”

Cooke loved Guam. The son of a Navy officer, he had spent
two years there as a boy, then another two in the service
before meeting Isyl. “It’s beautiful,” he told her. “The whole
Pacific is beautiful. The moon jumps out of the ocean as bigasa
washtub.”

“T'll believe it when I see it,” she said. Cooke took that as a
yes. Three weeks before the inaugural Pacific flight, he
started work as a radio operator at Pan Am’s Alameda base on
San Francisco Bay. On November 22, as part of an audience of
125,000, the Cookes stood on the Alameda pier long enough to
see Postmaster General James Farley help stack pouches con-
taining some 110,000 letters and to hear part of Juan Trippe’s
speech.

Cooke’s task that day was to send a “Q” signal to all stations
on the route. “QRV?” meant “Are you ready?”’ and the ex-
pected affirmative reply was the same letters without the
question mark. A camera crew from Fox Movietone News
watched Cooke work the telegraph key. “That was terrific,”
said a cameraman. “Now we’d like to get a picture of you
talking to the airplane.”

“I can’t do that,” Cooke replied. “The only way we commu-
nicate with the plane is by telegraph [key].”

“That won’t do us any good,” said the cameraman. “People
won't understand what’s happening. Pick up your desk phone
and talk to the airplane.”

Cooke did as he was told. “Hello, Alameda calling China
Clipper. Over,” he said to the dial tone while the camera
rolled.

““Now answer him and say you got his message.”

Cooke picked up the receiver again, pretended to listen for a
few moments, then said, “ China Clipper, roger. Alameda over
and out.”

Outside the office, oblivious to the charade being played out
for the camera, Captain Edwin C. Musick taxied from the dock.
The China Clipper grumbled interminably across the bay and
finally lifted off with a flotilla of chase planes in trail. As he
approached the Bay Bridge, Musick realized the burdened
flying boat didn’t have enough altitude to clear the uncom-
pleted span. He lowered the nose and flew under the dangling
cables. Mistaking necessity for panache, the loose formation of
chase planes followed. Pan American’s great Pacific adventure
had officially begun.

A couple of weeks later the Cookes went to the movies to
see a Laurel and Hardy comedy. The China Clipper flight was
featured in a newsreel, and the savvy audience roared with
laughter when John addressed the Clipper by phone. But the
dubbed-in response brought down the house. “Roger, Ala-
meda,” said a voice as John held the dead receiver to his ear,
“this is China Clipper landing in Manila.”

Two months after the inaugural flight the Cookes followed
the Clipper to Guam, where John became the chief radio oper-



ator for the Pan Am station there. By then the China Clipper
and Philippine Clipper were crossing the Pacific every week.

Ben Blaz was four when the China Clipper first came to
Guam. His parents took him down to Apra Harbor, where
the flying boat was to land. Its arrival is one of Blaz’s earliest
and most vivid memories.

The largest and most southerly of the Marianas, the island
where Blaz was born had virtually belonged to the U.S. Navy
ever since Spain ceded it to the United States in 1898. The
Navy employed many Guamanians—the natives were called
Chamorros—and influenced everything they heard, read, or
saw of life beyond their atoll.

Blaz and his parents stood patiently amid the spectators at
the harbor, the boy lost in a forest of legs. Finally, a murmur
passed through the crowd and Blaz’s father reached down to
lift him to his shoulders. He was pointing toward the water,
and as Blaz squinted he saw a dot above the clouds. “Do you
see?”’ his father asked. “Watch it carefully. Behind that little
dot in the sky is the whole world.”

Within a year, weekly Clipper flights were carrying passen-
gers as well as mail. “The opening of the Pacific routes af-
fected my future tremendously,” Blaz says today. “It opened
up avenues of thought and culture that we otherwise would
never have known. It made it possible for books to come in, not
just what the Navy fed us, and people were able to order things
for the first time from catalogs. We saw American movies, and
1 was able to send away for a cowboy suit just like the one
Hopalong Cassidy wore.” In 1937 Pan Am extended its airmail
flights to Hong Kong, and two years later two 41-ton Boeing
B-314 Clippers joined the Martins on the Pacific routes.

Eight years ago Blaz retired as a Marine Corps general, and
in 1985 he was elected Guam'’s congressional representative.
The boy by the lagoon had become part of the world behind
that dot in the sky.

s the China Clipper first approached Manila on November
A29, 1935, the waterfront park began to fill with 100,000
spectators. Among them was Dionysis Arches, who managed
to work his way through the throng for a clear view of the
harbor.

“Until then no one had ever seen an airplane that large or
one that really connected us with the outside world,” he says.
“The China Clipper landed and the crowd clapped and
cheered, on and on. I saw this was the beginning of a great
adventure, and I decided then and there I wanted to be a part
ofit.”

Arches, then 26, had taught primary school for a couple of
years and then entered the mechanics’ school at the U.S.
Naval Station in Cavite on Manila Bay for a four-year program
in aircraft, destroyer, and submarine maintenance. In short
order he was hired by Pan Am as a seaplane mechanic.

“From the beginning I was proud,” he says, “and even now
I'm proud. The China Clipper changed the way I lived. Pan
American gave me dignity in my work. In my society people
looked at me as someone to be respected.”

Not one to rest on his laurels, Arches took a correspondence
course and studied far into the night for the next five years. In
1940, as Pan Am began B-314 passenger service from San
Francisco to New Zealand, Arches passed the U.S. aviation
mechanics exam. By the time he retired in 1971 he was work-
ing on Pan Am’s Boeing 747s.

“Pan Am helped me to live better—financially, in my stand-
ing in the community, and in my family life,” Arches says. “I
traveled around the world to training schools in London, New
York, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. I was in Manila on the

day the China Clipper landed because it was a part of God’s
plan. All my prayers were answered.”

In January 1941 Pan American reassigned John Cooke. The
Cookes and their two sons became the first family to reside
on Wake Island. They arrived by Clipper from Honolulu and
Midway. “‘As we approached, someone pointed out a distant
shape in the water,” Isyl says, “and I thought they were
mistaken. Wake looked like seaweed, a whole raft of kelp
floating in the ocean. I said, ‘This is an island?’ But it turned out
to be, and we lived on it.”

It was a heady existence for the Cookes. Part of John'’s job as
Wake station manager was running Pan Am’s hotel. Ernest
Hemingway came to try the deep-sea fishing and stayed a
week. Playwright and future diplomat Clare Boothe Luce and
her publishing magnate husband Henry dropped in, as did
assorted movie stars and a cross-section of the world’s diplo-
matic corps. By then the M-130s and the B-314s were provid-
ing biweekly airmail service from San Francisco to Singapore.

Looking back nearly 50 years later, Cooke admits that,
despite the glamour, 1941 “probably wasn’t the best time” for
an American family to be pioneering on Wake. The U.S. mili-
tary was beefing up its Pacific outposts and war seemed a
certainty. That November, despite the Cookes’ objections, the
Navy moved Isyl and their sons to Oahu’s Pearl Harbor just in
case Japanese forces made it as far as Wake.

Australia was the next Pan Am target in a route that was
growing like Topsy, but the Pacific Division was operating in
the red with no financial relief in sight. Having conquered that
ocean, Trippe had poured most of Pan Am’s cash into the
fledgling Atlantic division, which, alone of all the aspirants for
the privilege, had started transatlantic service in the summer
of 1939. Several months later war engulfed Europe, and the
following year tensions began rising between the United
States and Japan. Pan Am’s material losses in the Pacific were
about to surpass the financial.

At 6:30 in the morning on December 8, 1941, the Philip-
pine Clipper took off for a routine 10-hour flight from
Wake (‘“Where America’s Day Begins’’) to Guam, 1,500 miles
to the west. On Midway it was still December 7.

Winfield Scott Cunningham, a Navy lieutenant and the se-
nior military man on Wake, was confused by a terse message
he had just received from Naval Command at Honolulu. He
walked down to the pier where John Cooke was watching the
Philippine Clipper disappear, showed him the message, and



asked what he thought of it. As in other potential hot spots
around the world, Pan Am employees sometimes had better
access to information than the military.

Cooke looked at the paper and read: Oahu under attack. “1
don’t know,” he said. He thought for a moment, then had an
inspiration. “Don’t we have a gunboat named Oahu? And isn’t
it on the Yangtze?”’

Cunningham nodded, relieved. “Why didn’t I think of that?”
he said. It was a good guess—four years earlier Japanese dive
bombers had attacked the Panay, another U.S. gunboat on
China’s Yangtze River. :

A moment later Cunningham received another message. “It
wasn’t the gunboat Oahu,” he shouted at Cooke. “It was the
island. Condition One! Call the Clipper back!”

Cooke jumped into the Clipper launch tied to the pier and
picked up the radio transceiver microphone. The Clipper was
15 minutes out, approaching the outer limits of the communi-
cations radio, and Captain John Hamilton was barely able to
understand Cooke. Reluctantly, he turned the airplane back
toward Wake to abort the Philippine Clipper’s last peacetime
flight.

Pan Am meteorologist Walter Nobs was aboard the Clipper
when it turned toward Wake. Nobs had watched the China
Clipper depart Alameda six years earlier—he flew photogra-
phers and sightseers around the bay in biplanes back then—
but he didn’t sign up with Pan Am until 1937.

When the Philippine Clipper landed at Wake it was imme-
diately refueled and unloaded with the intention of sending it
out to search for the Japanese fleet. Some 200 tires that had
been destined for the American Volunteer Group’s P-40s in
China were burned at dockside to prevent them from falling

into Japanese hands, and the 100 mail sacks were turned over
to the Marines, who later burned them as well. Then the
Clipper was stripped of everything that could be thrown over-
board and held at the dock. Nobs went to the hotel where base
personnel and some of the Clipper’s crew and passengers were
having lunch.

Nobs'had just sat down at a table near the front door with an
Army Air Forces lieutenant when he heard a thud. For an
instant he thought it was a construction crew dynamiting
nearby, but it was quickly followed by a thud-thud-thud. Some-
one across the room yelled, “Bombs!”

_The lieutenant exited so fast the screen door came off its
hinges and ended up on the porch with Nobs right behind it. He
crawled into a drainpipe that was part of a stack awaiting
installation beside the lagoon. Once inside, however, he
thought, If they drop a bomb on this no one will ever find me,
so he crawled to the other end and waited out the first wave of
the attack under a bush. -

From under the shrub he watched the bombs march up the
beach to his hiding place. The other thing he saw was rats.
They were everywhere. They came out of the underbrush, the
trees, the construction equipment, the ground. “I had rats up
my sleeves, up my pants, scurrying across my face, all over
me,” he says. “None of them bit me. They were as scared as |
was. I think they were trying to use me as a cushion for the
concussions coming out of the ground.”

When the attack ended and the Japanese aircraft disap-
peared to the south, Nobs stood up and shook himself to get rid
of the rodents. Everything seemed okay. It wasn’t until he got
back to the airplane that he discovered two bloody holes in his
shirt and a long shallow furrow across his back; a half-inch
lower and the bullets would have hit his spine.

The Philippine Clipper had some damage as well, but it too
had survived. None of the 23 bullet holes was below the water-
line, and none had cut a control cable. Some 30 Pan Am

employees clambered aboard, and when Cooke counted heads
he found he was missing only Waldo Raugust.

W aldo Raugust heard about construction work in the Pacific
in 1940 from a girlfriend who worked for Pan American in
San Francisco. At the time he was working on a project in
Oakland, so he passed the lead on to a roommate, who was
soon off to the Pacific to help build a base on Canton Island for
the San Francisco-New Zealand flights. A year later a job on
Midway was snapped up by another roommate. When a third
job in maintenance on Wake came along Raugust’s remaining
roommate was about to get married, so at age 23 Raugust
took the job himself..

One of the roommates who had preceded him to the Pacific
was on the Philippine Clipper with the other Pan Am employ-
ees, waiting for Raugust to turn up after the attack. Cooke
wanted to go search for him, but Clipper captain John Hamilton
told him to wait with the others and keep the group together.
Hamilton took the only available vehicle—a garbage truck—
and sped over to the base hospital. He apparently missed
Raugust by minutes.

PAN AMERICANAIRWAYS

“After the bombing stopped I saw that a number of the
Guamanian boys were wounded,” Raugust recalls. “I put them
on a flatbed and drove them over to the hospital. The doctor
there said there weren’t enough beds, so next I drove down to
the warehouse and brought back six cots. After the wounded
workers were put to bed I went back to the base and picked up
the three that had been killed outright. At the hospital we put
them in rubber bags, tagged them, and put them in the reefer
[refrigerator] room. Somewhere along the way I remember
looking across to the lagoon and seeing the Clipper taking off.”
Raugust, along with military personnel and other civilian con-
tractors, was stranded on Wake. Two weeks later Japanese
troops declared them prisoners of war. Raugust was impris-
oned for nearly four years in China and on the Japanese island
of Honshu.

Looking back, Raugust has had no second thoughts. “I've
never regretted it, not then and not now,” he says. “I did a job
that needed to be done.” In fact, Raugust says the events that
day conferred on him a singular honor, “Of all the millions of
people in the world, I like to remind myself that I'm the only
one of my kind, the only one of Pan Am’s stateside employees
to be left on Wake Island.”

Raugust came home, worked for Pan Am until 1976, when
he had a heart attack; he retired officially five years later.



Forty~eight hours after fleeing Wake Island and 24 hours
after being reunited with his family, John Cooke stood with
Hamilton in Admiral Husband Edward Kimmel’s office on the
top floor of the Navy Building at Pearl Harbor, reporting on the
attack and the escape of the bullet-riddled Philippine Clipper
via Midway, also in flames, to Oahu. When they finished their
story, Kimmel, commander of the U.S. Pacific fleet, looked
thoughtfully at Cooke, as though searching his mernory.
“Cooke . . . Cooke—as I recall, when we wanted your family

off Wake a few weeks ago you put up a terrific fuss.”

Cooke grinned sheepishly. “Yes sir, I guess I did.”

“What do you think of the idea now?”

“A very, very good idea, sir.”

But Kimmel wasn’t willing to leave it at that. He fixed both
men with a fierce stare. “That’s the trouble with you civil-
ians,” he said. ““You ought to know that we Navy people have
far better information than you do, and that we know exactly
what we're doing.”

Cooke’s grin faded. As a civilian, he was in the Navy Build-
ing as a courtesy—but at that moment he and Hamilton knew
more than Kimmel or anyone else in the Navy about events in
a part of the world that was Kimmel’s responsibility to protect.
Pointedly, he turned from the admiral’s gaze and looked out at
the devastation in Pear] Harbor, Eighteen ships of the Pacific

fleet had been sunk or put out of action, nearly 250 aircraft had
been destroyed or damaged, and in the capsized Arizona
alone over 1,100 sailors, unwarned and unprepared, lay en-
tombed. Honolulu hospitals were overflowing with the burned
and wounded. Below the admiral’s window the wreckage still
floated out with the tide and the fires still burned. Cooke
turned back to Kimmel and met his glare without a word.

Later that day Cooke heard from his father, an officer under
Kimmel’s command. “You never should have done that,” his
father said. “The admiral didn’t like it.” But it didn’t matter; a
week later Kimmel was relieved of his command.

es - Tndia and the East

t

By war’s end all three Martins had crashed, sunk, or disap-
peared at sea, and the larger Boeings were plying the
Atlantic routes, In 1946 all the flying boats were replaced with

faster and more cost-effective landplanes like the Douglas DC-
4 and the Lockheed Constellation. Pan Am got bigger, but
increased size and international competition forced it to oper-
ate more like a business and less like a goodwill ambassador
and unofficial branch of the government.

In November 1985 Pan American organized a 50th anniver-
sary recreation of the China Clipper’s first flight, this time in
a Boeing 747. Among the guests aboard the China Clipper 11
were 100 Pacific pioneers, including John and Isyl Cooke,
Waldo Raugust, Ben Blaz, Dionysis Arches, and Waiter Nobs.
But the festivities were bittersweet, for just months before,
faced with a desperate need for capital, Pan Am had announced
that it would sell all its Pacific routes to United Airlines. For
those who had been part of the Pacific adventure, it was
ineVitable. The party had ended long ago. ~4
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SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT PLANS and KITS

650 PINE CREST DRIVE, LARGO, FL. 34640,USA 813-584-4003
LATEST CATALOG $3.00
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fliers! Indoor News is published four times a
year and covers all types of indoor models,

from peanuts to microfilm.

Offer

Treat yourself or your friends with a nice gift and
make use of this free offer. Donate this coupon to

your friends, photocopy it and use it as a prize at

The truely international newsletter for indoor
competitions.

4 free issues of indoor News!
(only valid for those that did not subscribe before)
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Dick Mallow, 2403 New Albany Rd., Cinnaminson, N.J. 08077

is looking for info and scale data for the Dornier DO-335.

Can you help?

Joe Valenta,

Wanted; 3-views of Bjorw Andreason MFI-17.

3748 W. Butler, Ph

ix, Az. 85051.

Kits or plans and printwood for the Scientific }A C/L Douglas SBD

Dauntless; Comet Struct-0-Speed Ercoupe; MODELHOB Dewoitine D.520; Crescent

Wanted
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Selley plans and p/w including

Battaglia plans and p/w including their Dewoitine D.500;

other scale kits by Cleveland, Berkeley, Miniature, Consolidated, Burkard, old

and other plans and printwood of their kits;

their Curtiss Falcon;

Have many kits for sale

Thanks.

and other discontinued balsa kits.

Send SASE for list or my list for yours.

Sterling C-Series,

or trade.

Lou Buffardi,

400 Windward Passage, Slidell, LA.

70458, 1-504-649-6502.
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fades out from sight
I’'m swooping to fight.

DREAMS
Some fellows are out to make money in shoals
Yes, by name and by fame I'm acquainted with all;

And some to win races and some to shoot goals

But I sit in my study and breathlessly read

Of McCudden and Mannock and their deathless breed.
Of Boelcke and Bishop, Richthofen and Ball,

And sometimes the study
And high over Flanders

. Brennan

by the old dinner gong!
J.N.H

’

ve bagged yet another.
ds

I've raked a tall Fokker from cockpit to rudder
Then a noise from the engine says something is wrong,

And drawing away 1
And I'm crashed from the clou
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o onec knows exactly where it

originated. We call it Murphy
Law of Perversity and it reads as

follows:
-that will do the most damage.

goes wrong first will be the one
Left to themselves, all things go
to improve it, it will break.
If you think everything will be OK,
you have surely overlooked

something.
Mother Nature always sides with the

Jfrom bad to worse.
If you work on a thing long enough

Everything takes longer than you
expect.
If there is a possibility of several
_things going wrong, the one ihat

Nothing is as easy as it looks.

hidden flaw.
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BILL KIMMEL FLIES AGAIN! ||

Bill Kimmel, a member of the Mid-South Squadron, recently
celebrated his 73rd birthday by taking the controls in a
Naval Aircraft Factory N3N3 biplane, the type in which

he learned to fly in December 1941...55 years ago! He was
pleased to find that he could still make coordinated turns,
keeping the ball in the center. It was the first time that
Bill had flown a plane since 1945,

Bill was a Navy flier during . WWII. He trained in the
N3N3 (similar to a Stearman) at Lambert Field in St. Louis.
From there he graduated to the Vultee SNV and later the
North American SNJ, both at Pensacola. During the war, Bill
flew the Vought 0S2U observation plane on sub patrol duty
off the Atlantic Coast. With two depth charges, the Vought
cruised at 70 knots.

The N3N3 that Bill flew is owned by Lee Kluger in Atlanta.
It is based at Cobb County Airport (McCollom Field). You

|FLYING ACES VIDEOS|/S;

1995 FAC Nationals at Geneseo, NY

2 hours of free flight competition, static display,
and interviews, plus narration, background
music and sound effects.

$29.00

LR R ERE N

Also Available:
1994 FAC Nats remastered with narration,
music, and sound effects.
1 hour 50 minutes
$26.00
YEEXREXY
1993 Non Nats, 2 hours including some warbird
action and 1993 FAC Outdoor Champs at
Muncie, IN
$22.00

TEEEEEE
Order any two videos and take $5.00 off, all

300

. ALTERATIONS

can fly with Mr. Kluger for $200 an hour. Phone 770-364-3746 three for $67.00
or 770-928-6600 (home). Send your check payable to:
Charlie Sauter
Bill is not one to let George Bush upstage him. For his 3372 Kirkham Road
next birthday, he is going to jump from 14,000 feet without Columbus, OH 43221
a parachute. Don't miss it. All prices include postage and handling
Canadian orders add $1.75
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Dear Lin,

The St
Air Mail

Enjoyed the "Laird Story" article - and just by coincidence several busi-
ness trips have taken me to New Haven, Connecticut - via Hartford Airport. On each
occasion I made it a point to visit the New England Air Museum - which is a very fine
museum, and I can comment that the restored Laird "Solution" looks absolutly super - as
well as the GeeBee R-1 replica that is sitting beside it. An Earl Ortman racer in fine
shape is also on display. Another aircraft which really is a “"grabber" is the newly re-
stored Sikorsky S-39. It is simply georgeous! It looks like it just shipped from the
factory in a shammy bag. Many, many other great aircraft on display as well.

One other Laird story you might enjoy. A number of years ago, Matty Laird was found to
be living out his years in a condo in Boca Raton. The Florida antique aircraft group
associated with the EAA found out about it and started inviting Matty and his wife,
Elsie,to their fly-ins and social functions which ulimatly led to the construction of
the replica SUPER SOLUTION that is on display in the EAA Museum in Oskkosh. There was

a great deal of "politics and poker" involved in that project but it was 90% built by
the Florida group. Elsie laird, a delightful person, said that Matty was beginning to
vegitate in retirement but becoming involved with the antique airplane group and the
"Super Solution" project made him perk up and "bloom like a flower again". He became a
familiar figure at many group fuétions.'At one social function, they had a small birth-
day party for Matty and I ended up sitting beside him. I wanbted to talk to him but had a
hard time trying to think of something "worthy" to say. Finally I asked him what he
thought of Jimmy Doolittle as a pilot. I'll never forget his answer - "Pretty good for a

military pilot".
Yp Best regards,

Fred A. KdmLosy
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(By Richard Anderson)

The Martin Clipper No. 7.
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The ad on the left is for the latest

item to come from our friend in the
Czech Republic, Radek Gregovsky.
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rPLAN S OF RUBBER MODELS POWER AND CO; MO 'O RS POWER

No.1 #*

>

R:érégovsk\‘r . 5

The price is only $9.00 postpaid.
You can't go wrong on this one!

Somehow the ad for Radek's plans

flying models.

To order those plans and

in the last issue was missing the

address.
the booklet described here send

your order to;

Svermova 1371,

Radek Gregovsky,
266 01, Beroun-2

Czech Republic.

PLANS OF MODELS
&
GRAIN KITTEN
.
GASPARIN CO- MOTORS
i °

FOKKER E.IV

DETAILS, PROFILES
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Flown

Hope that tree is outdoors!
This one is a

Peanut

Photoby Glenn.

Joe Joseph, editor of the Windy
models.

A real nice

Powered by three electrics.
pPhoto by Chris Starleaf.
what a monster that must be.
Price is neg-
Nick Sher, 815 Beech Rd., Langhorne, Pa. 19053. (215) 757-0578.

Top photo; Great flying Tri-Islander by Pete
Photo by george.

Left column; John Blair's models around his
T-28 FLOH by Glenn Bearry.

PHOTO PAGE

Mathis.

at Muncie.
Christmas Tree.
Photo by John.
Jumbo!

plan in this issue.
Right column;

flyer.

Sock newsletter and a couple of his

Photo by Frank Hirleman.
Fairchild PT-19 by George Lewis.

All new in the box, never been used.

Super Strip precision rubber stripper, Precision Balsa Stripper,

Beam Scale for weighing indoor models, Winding Stoooge and 'Side Winder"
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KING ORANGE INTEDRNATIODNAL 1997/FAC

Superior Balsa & Hobby Supply

3rd Annual WINTER OUTDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

— e
. . GRAIN & DENSITY |
fﬁ&ﬁ_@%ﬁ Quality Baisawood and other fine products since 1970 SELECTION _ |
PST - CA TIME 12020-G Centralia Street Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716 (50% SURCHARGE) |
Monday - Saturday | . UPS Shipping (by weight) PLUS $2.85 handling US Mail Overseas & APO, add $6.00 PLUS postage (by weight) . | MFGRS & DEALERS
(800) 488-9525 $15.00 Min. order  We accept Visa, Mastercard, Checks  CA sales add 8.25% sales tax N s R
Info (562)866-3220  FAX (562)860-0327  E-Mail balsa@ix.netcom.com Prices subject to change |
497 SASE for complete price list  Shop hours: 8:00AM to 3:00PM Mon. - Fri.
BALSA [SPRUCEIBAsssﬂcKs BALSA SHEETS | TRAILING EDGES gs" Liﬁ?me&soess Aircraft Grade Birch Plywood
STICKS [DOUBLEBALSAPRICES | | thcw 3" 4g- Bz w7 ' e 6x12 | 12x12 | 1224 | 12348 | 48xa8
IMBINCH 36~ 48"  samcH 36 agn | 332x1 31 42 37 38 e4 d Q 4
18 - = Wex14 2230 ;ﬁex: 36 48 | siex1-1i4 48 7 3 140 279 510| 950 3572
Iiexaz 40 = wxae 7 33 | 300 5 5 R -l By o e 1,?5
I1EX3I18 11 18 nenes 79 8 x1 LI K7 180 —]asxwz 85| w2x12 105 | 3py | 95| 180 335) 635] 2475
V18X 12 15 x4 42 58 78 1 Mx4 145 |Jax4 160 —ud
1716x¥8 13 18 2INCH 380 48" " Yaex1 170 [1x1 1.85 95| 180| 365| 625| 1210
1Mex12 A7 21 » X : ; 36" AILERONS . 3Py
e ;2 sS4 % | ik ds e [uaxi gy |SCoeReecheTme 350 iy 263| 504 975| 1900
Mo s 4 |UBx2 a8 e |4 xiwm % | WIDEBALSASHEETS | 5Py | | 263| 804| o75| 19
2xWIT AT 12 snexad 48 e2 | X2 80 74 | 44 x1in i o | 145] 280] 550] 950| 820
¥R2x1/8 12 14 :va:z 88 119 [ 516% 114 1 0x36 8x36 Gx48 ?ﬂ spy | 1 ! . . :
Ya2xane 13 16 " 48" |2 x2 110 143 | S16x14R 75 [ias 141 22 200 315 g —
332x14 A4 1B % : ) 518%2 B | 392 180 247 228 345 4Py | 99| 185| 347| 689 2450
M2x¥8 15 19 XBx12 40 57 e ag | %8 x1an 8 |3%6 208 394 388 44
¥32x 12 18 24 B xS58 47 59 32 % 4, K 8 x2 85 14 235 380 3. 5.30 14 125| 230 3.80 728 28.50
¥32x34 26 32  wex34 53 88 | 116x3 44 60 | e xzm 108 | U8 230320 328 530 | spy | 1 - - S
p " ag e | o3 & o |2 xR 108 |12 510 585 715 sso | B 150| 285| 550, 1000 3900
BT E EERE el fog ' e i B Ml
X B g 1}
Verva 3 2y 12xos a0 a5 | sex3s 100 135 | 36" TRIANGLES BALSA BLOCKS g’gy 200| 350 580] 1125 4400
vexse 15z ¥x3 1B I vaxua 2 0, & % X & B
ol " . A x . N .
WE DD s e A | B[ 0 18 IR I e 7] 20 2] a0 e
Ll 5Bx1 93 114 | I83% e 86 67 | Maxa 54 :"3 120 236 285 325 [YRTje
maxs G @ [ v B fi1x4 187 32 37 s |p.ofl 760 126| 235) 450] 1600
3N6x W6 .14 .23 NI2n4 82 114 2x2 175 245 292 330 .
ex14 18 27 | NHP, West Systems | 113 x4 93 134 v 2x3 180 350 423 485 | VMlLite 9| 175| 345| 650| 2400
38x38 21 20 | & Bob Smith, Epoxy, | J18x4 105 136 6 2x4 265 450 630 7.6 | Poplar | - : - :
Vienya 30 45|  Tools Supplies, | V&'x4 182 170 | T8 16 ~ B8 27 i im0 T 4w 19e
% % |comporics Harewere | 3 X3 31 28 |0 £ O M T[N 58 7% R 2% | omgow. sz xi0xios 5137
S ” A F SHi S
CA'S ~ Beesmih Pash | 36" Bargain Balsa Bundles - $2.95ea * | AN SHEET
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1/32 X 3/32 -

ﬂ// \ ~ USE ABOUT 3 DEGREES RIGHT
| 3 LAMS. 1/ 2x3/3/
RON

ABOUT 4 OR 5 DEGREES DOWN
USE 9'" PECK PROP OR CARVE
3 LOOPS OF 1/8"RUBBER

COLOR SCHEME
SWISS——AIRCRAFT IS GREY )
WING MARKINGS~—WHITE REGISTRATION
RED BACKGROUND. RUDDER, NOSE, AND
FUSELAGE CORNERS, AND STIFFENERS
ARE RED. WING STRUTS AND LANDING GEAR

ARE BLACK.
GERMAN -~ ~AIRCRAFT IS GREY, ALL TRIM FRONT VIEW
NOSE BLOCK SEPERATION NOSE LETTERING ON BOTH IS WHITE. HALE S1¢
{ v/ 7/ 1]
( KLLH —
\L LN f 3 LAYERS 1/32 X 3/32"
) s . A
RAF 32 IS CLOSE TO SCALE STIFFENERS ARE 1/32" BASSWOOD
‘ ¥
< T~ DORNIER "MERKUR
1/8X144 %TRUTS
ALSA "
OR_BAMBOO 3/32"SHEET
w 7 7 Y AR
D // /1
d Astre A P R V/ qu 1 ) 1. 7. 1o ) R B Y S
4 £ J % v
\\ | Bohatz
DRAWN ESPECIALLY
gt , FLYING ACES NEWS
BRACE T — —— BY DOUG WILKEY

MARCH, 1996

BOTH SIDES 7
\ / /
WING STRUTS \KTA/ | | |
1/8 X 1/4" BAMBOO LR | THIS PLAN NOT TO BE COPIED FOR RESALE
STREAMLINE SHAPED S
USE SMALL ALUMINUM

TUBE IN FUSELAGE
WIGGLEY BEND IN WIRE
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DIHE RAF 32 \T.E. 12/8 X 1/2" CIRCLES ARE 1/32" PLY
BREA a 1 FOR STRUT MOUNTS ON BOTTOM

SPARS HARD 1/16" B | /|
pdl v -
3 | 4l I AN
14 J W NV / /
TIP END RI B VA g
gg’;ﬁ& FOR DIHEDRAL A '
™ X A D\ ,ﬁ/
d/ \-1 / -/ r
' JEF
s b
USE 1/32" PLY DIHEDRAL BRACES
N Al
4/ Nl

3 LAMS 1/8 1/32"

DORNIER "MERKUR"
DRAWN ESPECIALLY FOR
FLYING ACES NEWS
DOUG WILKEY MARCH 96

3/

SE vc? TAB}

TIP END RIB
| | FOR DIHEDRA[l

THIS PLAN NOT TO BE COPIED FOR RESALE

' TABIS 1 3/4 X 3/8".
TAB IS 1 /2" ABOVE AILERON

SAME SIZE ON ELEVATOR
|
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STABILIZER

Dihedral:

Soijka
Remotely Piloted Vehicle

THIS PLAN NOT TO BE COPIED FOR RESALE

1-1/8 inches Each Tip ii f‘ Leading Edge
WING NS e
Rib § i Sy
N etk
/ § 3 '}‘1\»‘ ;’?&:‘F 3
N ;
| ] _U — PR LY o P
[Red] [Bluel Base Color: White 8 3 Stabilizer Location ~—m — -
&, S
B, RUDDER (Make 2)
| .
l/—s'“fce 1Rl Template\l | All Balsa is 1/16 Stock | |
BOOM (Make 2)
Motor Stick: — —_— L e

3132 X 3/16 X 11 inches
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