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The "Hun" flying that Pfalz D-12 on the cover sure got the best of that Hanriot didn't he?
Notice the line of bullet holes up the side of the ship and the slumped over pilot! Great
drawing by Tom Butler.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this issue. The plans are from Nate Sturman (Mitsubishi
Claude), John Morrill (Taylor Cub E2), Pres Bruning (Gwinn Aircar), Rocky Russo (Avia S-199),
Dick Leibfritz (Spitfire No-Cal) and the page with the article on the "Young Aviators Club
from Walt Forbach.

One of the "GIANTS" in modeling in the New England area has passed away. George Armstead died
a short time ago. George was the Kingpin behind most of the model contests in and around the
Glastonbury, Ct. area. He will be sadly missed by family and his legion of friends.

We have another squadron to add to our Air Force of FACers. This one is in the land "DOWN-
UNDER", Australia. The squadron is #65 and will be named "The Small Scale Squadron". Their
leader is Stephen Portelli, 9 Payten Ave., Roselands, N.S.W. 2196 Australia. To our members
in Australia we say, "get in touch with Stephen, I am sure he will welcome you to participate
in their activities". Welcoma aboard!

Congratulations go to Don Lang, Bill Henn and Rich MacEntee for achieveing that coveted and
hard earned number of contest victories, 16. They are now entered in the "Society of the Pour
le Merite", The Blue Max Medal holders. Great flying, Ozone Chewers!

We have a new T-Shirt for you at this time. It features the Fairchild "24" on it. Yellow
aircraft on a white shirt and drawn by one of our premier designers, Bob Bojanowski. See ad

in this issue. While on the subject of T-Shirts, I want to thank all of you who have been
purchasing the shirts and the plans and plan packs. The profit from these items helps to de-
fray our costs in getting the newsletter out to you. We haven't had a dues increase in a long
time in spite of rising costs because of your purchases. Please continue to do so and I thank
you in advance.

Hope to see you all at Geneseo in July for the REALLY BIG ONE!

Lt. Col. Lin Reichel, CinC-FAC

TEFAN GASPARIN’
CO2 MOTORS—Visit
http://blacksheepsquadron.com/

or write to: Blacksheep Squadron
21410 Nashville Street Chatsworth, CA 91311

Tommy buckled on his parachnte.



NOTES ON THE FAC-NATS, MARK XII 3 ¢

There will be no 15% rule in effect this time at the Nats in the mass launch events. The
rule was a good one the first time we used it but now you contestants have found ways to still
get your models to fly off the field! There have been other suggestions as to how to shorten
the chase, but at this time none seem to be satisfactory to us here at GHQ. At our Muncie
contests we have been eliminating more models each round and no one has to fly more than four
times in a mass launch event. We will probably go that route.

If you notice on the registration form we have had to raise prices this time. The cost has
gone up every year but we have been able to eat that but now we cannot take a chance. The
raise is minimal, only two dollars, hope that won't keep any of you from attending. Haww!!

We expect to have a new up-dated rule book printed shortly. That one will be in effect at
the nats. There will be no startleing changes and shouldn't affect your present models. If
for some reason we don't get the book ready, then the book you have now will be in effect.

Now for some notes on the rules for some special events before you ask! In the Fairchild 24
event, the model must be built as per the Guillow's kit/plan. You do not have to use the
vacuum plastic parts, you can make them from balsa if you wish. All other structure must be _
as per plan including wood sizes. The AT-6 event models must use the outline of Dave Livesays
plan, model must be in scale colors and the prop must be a 7 inch Peck prop. The 15% rule
may be used here as this event is being sponsored by the Stealth Squadron and they will make
the rules, more later on that. Two-Bit Old Time Rubber is an event for O.T. Endurance type
models with a wingspan of no more than 25 inches. Must must be built as per the. regular O.T.
Rubber rules. NO SCALING, must be built at its original size.

We are looking for event sponsors and/or donations to the prize list. If any manufacturer or
individual is interested please contact FAC-GHQ as soon as possible. and, the cost is not as
great to sponsor an event as you might think. Keep an eye on this space for future up-dates.

LATEST FAC PLAN PACK

Five brand new, never before pub-
lished plans by Tom Nallen. GREAT
STUFF by one.of modelings super
designers and builders. Get yours
for only $15.00 postpaid from FAC-
GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa.

i

e A
720727,

16506.
Douglas A-1 Skyraider 19" span
Halton HAC-2 Minus 21 172" spagp
No. American P-51B Mustang 18 172" span
== Hawker Hurrican | 20" span
Gee Bee Model “E” 18 7/8" span

If the box on the right has the dreaded RED "X" in it, it is time to renew
your membership which includes the newsletter. Cost is $15.00 per year in
the United States and Canada. Overseas the cost is $20.00 per year. Six
issues per year published every other month. This is your last issue under
your old membership, Please make checks payable to “Flying Aces". Send to
FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506.
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2nd A’ﬂm;(?/ .
Celebration of Fliglit

Cotmte Joint Uz 2t the:
[ntermationzt Agra-Center
Erie Coumty Fatrarovne
BECOO McKimley Pl
Hamburg, NY (42078

Saturday
Jely 8, 2000
OAM - 5PM

Admiseion $4.00 |
Childrem umder 7 FREE!!

Golden Age Reproductions Catalog, 212
plans, 33 kits, canopies, decals, tissue,
$3.00 P.0. Box 1685, Andover, MA 01810.

NEW T-SHIRT

Hey, Clubsters, and other T-shirt lovers, we have
a new shirt ready for you. This one will appeal
to the Fairchild 24 fans as well as Golden Age of

% Flight fans. The Fairchild 24 done in yellow and
” black on a white T-shirt makes for a real beauty!

The artwork was done by Bob Bojanowski who has de-
signed other shirts for us including the Waco and
the Douglas 0-43.

If you are entering the Fairchild event at this
year's FAC-Nats I am sure you will want to wear
this shirt during the event. We didn't order as
many shirts as we normally do because it is mid-
season, so if you want one of these beauties you
better get your order in soon.

At this time all sizes are in stock---small, med-
ium, large, X-large, XX-large and XXX-large.
Price is $12.50 postpaid. Send orders to; FAC-
GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506.

FOR FERDINAND FUTTS PLEASE LIGHT UP A CANDLE,
HE MISTOOK THE FLAP FOR THE LANDING GEAR HANDLE,
- HE OVERSHOT, UPPED WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS THE GEAR,

BUT FOLDED HIS FLAPS AND FELL IN ON HIS EAR.

YESTERYEAR PLAN SERVICE

LIST #12

Over 200 clean, sharp legible plans from
new master transparencies, with all rib
and former patterns. 12 more plans just
added. You must send $1.00 plus a 55¢
S.A.S.E. for your copy to; Yesteryear
Plan Service, 3517 Kristie Dr., Erie, Pa.
16506,
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8‘ THE_GOLDEN AGE

by
Fran Ptaszkiewlicz

In doing the Golden Age column, a few people have asked where some of
my interest or inspiration comes from. The sources are varied and in
some cases my conversations with people,or finding an old 3-view drawing
and the follow-up research requireq’produces the written word,

On occasion,meeting someone from that Golden Era provides the stimulus
needed,

This was the case on a recent Sunday afternoon in November when,
following the end-of-season disassembly and storage of our glider clubs
sailpﬁnes at our Cambria glider-port, our gang retreated to a local
roadhouse for some food, drink and just plane aviation talk,

While there a gentlman came in to see Bill Smith the owner of the glider
club field. He mentioned to Bill and all that he had just visited a
man by the name of Joe Cannon. Joe was a years ago test pilot at

Bell Aircraft and one of the pilots of the Bell XS-1 during its gzlide
tests at the old Pinecastle Army Air Force Base in Florida during the
mid to late 1940%s,

When I was introduced to Bill's fré#nd I found out his name was Matt
Dybowski. Immediately my research brain lobes went into high rear and
the name Dybowski rang a bell, Asking him if he knew or was related

to anyone who worked on the Gwinn Aircar, he said sure that was my
father. So, with pencil and paper in hand { listened as for some time

he recalled and provided me with much infomation on his father Stanley's
part in the Aircar. Here then was the backeground for another article,

The Gwinn Aircar was designed by an engineer named Joe Gwinn in 1935,
Joe worked for Consolidated Aircraft when they were in Buffalo and when
he left to form his own company he took an aviation mastercraftsman

by the name of Stanley Dybowski with him.

Although only two models of the airplane were built it was Stanley who
virtually handcrafted the both of them being responsible for completion
of at least 90 % ..of the two airplanes,

Construction began in a rented building located in Buffalo, New York
on September 3, 1935 and twenty one months later on June 11, 1937 the
first Aircar was ready for flight,

The design wa® a short-coupled biplane and featured a tri-cycle landing
gear. It was a two-seater anf featured side-by-side seatine,

The fuselage was of all metal construction consisting.of seven sub-
assemblies which were bolted togzether., The aft portion flared out to
form a large vertical fin,

The four wing panels utilized solid spruce spars and stamped aluminum
alloy ribs, The airfoil was of the NACA 4418 series., The wings were
fabric covered and connected together ny N-stuts and a compression strut.
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There was no plan for a rudder, however after much discussion Stan
convinced Gwinn:fo add a good sized tab, sheuld any adjustment be
necessary.,

The stabilizer was of aluminum alloy while the elevator was of welded
steel construction, both were fabric covered.

The first model completed, registration number NX 1271 was powered by
SOBritish made Pobjoy Il engine having seven cylinders and rated at
hp.

The first public demonstration of the Aircar was at the 1937 National
Air Races at Cleveland, where it created much interest., Lt. Commander
Frank M, Hawks was the demonstrhtion pilot, It was-said that. the
potential of the Aircar caught the eye of Hawks who was also captivated
by the airplanes ability. After a number of familiarization flights
prior to the races, he readily signed up with the Gwinn company to
demostrate the ship across the country,

The second model, NX 16921 was fitted with the larger Pobjoy Niagara V
engine which had 130 hp and swung a 7 ft 9 in propeller. Photographs
show the airplane having both a two bladed and what appears to be a
four bladed propeller. In actuality the four bladed looking prop

when viewed from the right perspective was in reality two two-bladers
mounted one behind the other, One of Gwinn's experiments at inereasing
efficiency and perhaps reducing some engine noise in the cabin.

Both rotating in the same direction, clockwise, British style,

With the larger engine the top speed went from 120 to 137 m.p.h, while
the cruising speed increased from 109 to 123 m.,p.h.. The engine exhaust
came out of the top of the engine in the outside center of the wind-
shield and over the top of the cabin,

The Model Il was painted a bronze color and became the airplane which
Frank Hawks chose as his 1938 demostrator,

In late August 1938, while preparing the Model II'for its demonstration
at the Cleveland Air Races, the 130 hp engine let go. With no spare

the decision was made to take the 90 hp engine out of Model I and install
it in the Model II which had several refinements over the earlier model.
When the second airplane returned from Cleveland the 130 hp engine. would
have been overhauled and be ready for further demohnstration and sales
tours,

What began as an everyman's safe and foolproof airplane turned into
something which was totaly unexpected. For on the evening of August 23rd
Frank Hawks took the slightly underpowered but safe Model II on a
demonstration flight landing at a pole field on an estate just south=-
east of the city of Buffalo.

While taking off on this demo flight the airplane hit some power and
telephone lines and crashed, Frank Hawks died two hours later in a
Buffalo hospital and with him the hopes for the Gwinn Aircar.

Aviation writers have always referred to the airplane as Frank Hawks
death ship.,and to Joe Gwinn as the man who designed it. Never once
looking ahead or to the rear and try to realize the aviation accomplishments
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the small airplane had made up to that time and could have provided

with further development.

In most of the articlés published since, the term Hawks. Death’Ship- . .
still‘apﬁears even in the No-Cal model depicted in one of our issues of

our FAC

ewsletter, Not at all a fair designation,

Rather than face any more of that type of headlines the Gwinn Company
quietly went out of business and Joe Gwinn went back to work for his
old company Consolidated which by this time moved from Buffalo to

California.

The surviving Aircar was moved to storage in Stanley's barn out in
Hamburg, New York where it stayed until the end of World War II, when

in late 1945 Joe Gwinn had it shipped to San Diego.

never heard of again.

The airplane was

Although I had received information relative to the airplane from a
number of people, Following an S03 by our editor brought even more

including some long sought after three views,

I beliewve 1 now have

almost all the information out there, thanks to our skysters.

A few years ago I had considered a control line scale model of this old

bird, but a few other things got in the way.

In an issue of Sport

Aviation I did see a Radio Control version built and flown by Claude
MeCullough a noted Radio Control Scale master modeler,

A few specifications of the Aircar were; Wingspan of 24 ft; a

length of 16. ft 3 in and a height of 6 ft 10 in,

Thus by the accidental meeting of the son of Stanley Dybowski did I
think to consider this airplane which was well into the glory davs of

the Golden Age,

So, sometimes, somedays in the strangest of places, you meet the

unexpected,

A thought put forth by almost all of us around that table was,it is
interesting to speculate on what may have become of the Aircar had the

accident not occured,

New laminated con-

8-in. span 10c @ SOLIDS @ 12

struction method makes
these modeis dead easy
to bulld. Build one and

youw'll bulld all. J1 China Clipper...25¢

NEW EASY = ;
CONSTRUCTION J2 Monocoupe 90-A.25c

C1 Monocoupe 90-A.10c

S

- = . ins - 4 7 Se sky BT-8..25¢
4 Northrop Attack 25¢ J3 Chester Racer...25c¢ J6 Stinson SR-7....% 5¢ J‘.. Seversky -8
'(123 .\'::-ﬂllrog Attack 10¢- C4 Chester Racer...10¢ (5 Stinson SR-7....10c 6 SeversKy BT-8..10¢

WANTED: Any or all of the above solid model plans
by Comet. FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa.16506.

WANTED:

Can any FACer who has the
June 1943 issue of Flying
Aces magazine send me cop-
ies of the following pages?
Pages 51 thru 56. Also,
pages 43 and 44. Happy

to reimburse. Dave Stott,
4304 Madison Ave., Trumbull,
Ct. 06611.
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THE CLEVELAMD FREE FLIGHT SOCLETY

ing

$f if it has

A.M.A, sanctioned Indoor Contest for Free F1ight model airplanes.

SUNDA\'(. April 16, 2000 Kent State University 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Flying Site - KSU Field House, Summit Road (near Dix Stadium)
SCHEDULE of EVENTS

8:00 a.m. -- Building opens

8:30 a.m. -~ 1. EZB - - Scoring is the longest of five officials (30
seconds). Two attempts equals one official.
to '
2. Junior EZB PENNY PLANE COMBINED

+» 4:00 p.m, 3. NOVICE PENNY PLANE

4. MINI-STICK - - Best flight of 5 officials. 20
second mintmum. 2 attempts/Flight.

9:30 a.m. 5. SEVEN GRAM BOSTONIAN A.M.A.Rules.
to 6. JETCO R.0.G. (J,S0) - Club Rules - prop must be
4:00 p.m 53"max. May be cut down and have pitch altered.

ty when you finish scraping and try to balance the
but I've found that wiping the prop atter scrap

ry use solves the problem.
. Makes my props smell nice too! | won

indoor mini-sticks?

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. F.A.C. EVENTS

ici

.

T. Hi-Wing Peanut (Experimental ex. Lacey, Fike etc.)

by
Ted Russell

8. Hi-Wing Peanut (Production types).

9. Peanut Scale (all others except pioneer models).

10. W.W.I Peanut Biplane Combat - 4:00 p.m.

11. Golden Age Scale

Modeler Defeats Static Clin

12. Dime Scale
13, W.W.II No-Cal Combat. Flown at 4:25 p.m.
14. No-Cal Profile Scale (total of three flights)
Minimum weight - 5 grams without motor.
For Your Information

Steerin'g of Models: as per A.M.A. rulebook.
2. Entry Fees: - Open - $20.00 - Junior $2.00 (includes AMA Lic.)

—-

(2]

VERY IMPORTANT - You must provide your own tablie and chair.
4. KSU Fieldhouse is a non-smoking facillity. Also, please wear
athletic type shoes. Ample free parking outside the fieldhouse.

Do any of you balance plastic rubber power props by scraping the heavy blade with a knitfe?

If you do, do you have trouble with static electr
Editor's note: | just tried this and it works

prop? Maybe I'm the only one with this problem,
some use for that clinging covering | use for my

with one of those Anti-static cling sheets for laund

Science Olympiad flyers are encouraged to fly in EZB/PP and Jetco ROG Events.
There will be separate junior awards in these two categories.

AWARDS 1st through 3rd - A1l events except mass-launch.
W.W.I Peanut and No-Cal Combat
1st place award only.
2nd place - minimum of 7 entries in the event.
2nd and 3rd place - minimum of 10 entries in the event.

SPONSORS = - Parma Hobby (Junior Events)

CONTEST DIRECTORS

Michael C. Zand Larry Mzik
5803 East Ash Road 117 Sycamore Drive
Independence, OH 44131 Painsville, Oh 44077

440-357-7361

216-524-3480

SCALE PLANS =
FAC-AMA S e
Trophy winners by a 7 ca.npetltlon BOTTLED ACCURACY
f lyer . S.A.S.E. for list. Ask yolr friends who work with plastic models for their
little enamel bottles when empty. Clean them out with hot water,
John Bl air, 4 43 Henson Rd .y ill with lead shot or sand, then use them to hold ribs square and
upright.

Warne, N.C. 28909 Nick Zeidler, Wauwatosa, Wi
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FAC Postal Contests

This year we are giving you six postalevents

to enter.

The events are as follows; Indoor

Peanut, Outdoor Peanut, Indoor No-Cal, Cut-

door No-Cal, Indoor Dime Scale and Outdoor

Dime Scale. Fly your models, as many as you

wish and send the times in to GHQ along with

the name of the model, what event you are

entering it in, and in the Dime Scale event,
what plan you built it from. Contest times
count too. The contest will end on April 30,

2000.
Erie, Pa. 16506.

Send to FAC-GH), 3301 Cindy Lane,
Entries postmarked after

May 2, 2000 will not be accepted.

INDOOR PEANUT

Pilot
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8.
9.

Doc Martin

Sid Gilbert
Scot Dobberfuhl
Newt Bollinger
Rich MacEntee
Rich MacEntee
Randy Osborne
Eric Osborne
John Barker
Bob Shaw

OUTDOOR PEANUT

Pilof
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Scot Dobberfuhl
Curt Sanford
Scot Dobberfuhl
Scot Dobberfuhl
Dave Stott
Scot Dobberfuhl
Dave Stott

Al Lawton

Dave Stott

OUTDOOR NO-CAL

Pilot

1.

Ed McQuaid

INDOOR MO-CAL -

Pilot

1.
2.
3.

Dick Obarski
Rich MacEntee
Joe Nuszer

Plane

Ford 2AT
Lacey M-10
Santos Dumont
Cougar

er
WaCO llEl L}
Found
Taylorcraft
J-3 Cub
Dayton-Wright

Plane

Farman Moustique
Lacey M-10
TX-AIR TX-1
Monocoupe
Sonerai Racer
Christmas Bullet
Kalinin K-4
Fokker D-VII
Lacey M-10

Plane

JU-87 Stuka

Plane

Mr., Smoothie
JP-350
Hosler Fury

Time

1:47
1:45
1:32
1:29
1:19
1:19
1:18
1:15
0:52
0:35

Time

7:15
2:43
2:07
1:51
1:35
1:25
1:M11
1:09
0:37

Time

0:36

Time

3:33
3:14
2:57

OUTDOOR DIME SCALE

PHOTO PAGE:

Left column; Three new models built by Bob

Schlosberg, 1940 Baby Corsair
30 inch span and powered by
mini-6 electric, al Lidberg
kit. Fabulous flyer!

36inch span Ace Whitman Alba-
tross. Great flyer.

Rearwin Skyranger at 25 inch
span. Power is Brown B-100
co/2 motor, 9cc tank. All

3 photos by Bob.

Right column; David Duganne sent this pic
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of his No-Cal model of the
Maule M-5 from an Al Lidberg
plan. Good flyer.

This photo of a Vultee V-1a
was sent by Jim Gray from

a previous Geneseo contest,
Builder unknown but it may
be Richard Zapf's model.
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HIGH GUMBANDERY
" OUR WOODEN BOMBER

England's RAF had their famous "Wooden Wonder", the DeHavilland DH 98 Fast
Bomber", the "Mosquito". The U.S. Army Air Force had a twin engined trainer, the
Cessna UC-78 "Bamboo Bomber". There was however, another all wood bomber in this
country that was known only to a select few.

Our family moved to Jackson, Michigan in the fall of 1940. In front of our new home
was a very crooked tree. Bent over in an arc, at about 7' high it was actually horizontal for
a few feet. Then it spread out it's branches. There was room for four of us up there, three
facing generally south, and one north. Imagination built this arragnement into our wooden
bomber.

Where the trunk was level, one branch a little to the right went straight up for four feet
and then made a 90 degree turn right back toward the bent over trunk. Clothesline
wrapped around an old canvas bag on this branch was the pilot's seat. There was a short
broken off branch that was the throttle. Another lower branch at your feet served for
rudder pedals. The control stick or wheel was imaginary. We had tried to figure a way to
mount some kind of steering wheel up there but nothing worked. The bombardier sat on
the level part of the trunk and the top gunner's position was on a branch up and to the left
a bit. The three important positions could be supplemented with a tail gunner who sat back
to back with the bombardier. With precious little to hold on to, and just where the tree
trunk bent to the ground, this crewman frequently bailed out before the flight was
considered over, The bark on this tree was polished smooth with the lost fibers of many
corduroy pants as they shimmied up and down it's length,

No grass grew beneath this tree. This space was the parachute landing zone when the
bomber was severely damaged on a mission. When we weren't flying our wooden bomber
the bare ground under the tree was the battlefield for the line up of wartime "Tootsie
Toys". Most were colored dark green, but I remember silver die cast metal airplanes with
retractable landing gear that snapped up, and moving propellers.

Naturally there was contention for the pilot's seat. Sometimes there would be four or
five of us lined up with model airplanes at a contrived contest to see who would get to be
the pilot. I remember the Phantom Flash and a model called the "Endurance". I'm not sure,
but I think it was a Continental kit. Some times we flew the printed paper airplane gliders
from General Mills cereals that had a penny glued in the nose. We would usually stand on
the little hill on our front yard and see how far they would fly into the street. The
Endurance could sometimes get clear across the street into the facing neighbor's front
yard. This got you the pilot's seat for sure. My first model to do this was of all things an
ME-109 built from a Continental kit. It wasn't really very true to scale, it was just in white
tissue with no markings, but it flew. Mom asked for it, and it rested on top of the china

cabinet for several years. Dad made us promise never to tell her it was a German airplane.

Once we had determined crew positions we would conjure up a mission and take off,
sometimes to save Randolph Scott of the "Gung Ho" troop, or to drop bombs on Tokyo (I
think we spelled it Tokio then).

We wrote up specifications for the bomber and typed them out on Dad's typewriter. I
think this effort took a whole Saturday afternoon of our time and some of the quality out
of the typewriter. We had never heard of Bill Barnes, but he had nothing on us! It could
land on mountains, had a torpedo machine gun, and could dive under water! I think that
one of the few fighters that could catch it was the super neat Focke-Wulfe 198. Our buddy
down the street had the Megow kit for it, and his dad was going to help him build it.

Sometime after the war, we had to put in a new sewer line. There was much digging
right next to the tree and it died. Dad said the tree had to be removed. We were a bit older
then, but it was a bad day for us. We didn't see a tree fall, we watched a wonderful
airplane crash to the ground. We were too grown up to ever climb up there and "fly"
again. But the good memories of that recent past were still alive in us. My younger brother
went over to the mound of twisted branches and sawed off the throttle stick. He kept it for
quite a while. I have flown in twenty five different airplanes and I can remember vivid
moments in each of them, including the wooden one with roots.

Rottensocks
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Compiled By
John C. Fredrikscn, Ph.D
World War Two, 1939-1945: Axis
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MICRO RECEIVER

4 CHANNEL NARROW BAND
FM fo FUTABA or HITEC TX.

$28.00

INCLUDES
CRYSTAL

8 GRAMS - 5.4 GRAMS WITHOUT CASE
LIMITED FREQUENCIES, SEE OUR
WEB SITE www.balsapr.com

, GWSkxvo
SUB-MICRO SERVO
BALL BEARING

WEIGHT 5.4 GRAMS

SHIPPING § 3.00
~ VISA, MASTER CARD, AMEX
BALSA PRODUCTS 122 JANSEN AVE.
ISELIN,N.J. 08830 PHONE 732 634 6131
FAX:T32 634 2777 E-MAL: dperu@home.com
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SUPERIOR PROPS
BALSA, RUBBER POWER PROPS
Wide variety Sizes & Pitches
: FREE WHEELING :

right or left hand; 3 & 4 blade
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TRIPES A'MIGHTY !! | Al Lawton

The September sky was awash in blue--truly CAVU. Wind out of the
north varied from light to moderate--a nifty meet day for the air
tyros gathered at Pinkham Field to fling their ozone prowling sky
buggies with high hopes and realization of having fun.

The midmorning festivities were suddenly punctuated with howls of
delight by Vance-the-Vigorous as he gzlloped merrily in hot pur-
suit of his jumbo Avro 539 which had climbed steeply at first then
merged to a long stable cruise. Man/machine episodal Kodak moment.
Aminute later it wafted to ground. A well trimmed jumbo is always
a pleasure to watch--and to add extra chocolate sauce to the sundae,
the Avro is, ready for this? A TRIPLANE!!

Well perhaps this is not too sﬁrprising after all. Vance has been
flying it for years with similar results. (We recall his having
another tripe also, but trying to contact him for info on it, given

- his frenetic schedule, is like trying to corner a three year old

smeared with rubber lube in a toy store)

The second day of the meet was again sunny and inviting. The morn-
ing sawmodels testing the clear air at frequent intervals. Among
them was a 20 inch Curtiss Scout S-3 tripe, designed by the Air
Devil himself, Dave STOTT. When I saw his nifty plan in an FAC
newsletter in '91, the plane's relative cleanliness for its era---
late in WWI, was not bad. Dave's prototype had already demonstrat-
ed flight duration in the one minute category. So it just asked

to be built in spite of the venetian blind wings (wing chords like
aPeanut's) On this day it notched a 1:16 flight and ended up in
2nd place out of 14 in FAC Scale. What??? Another good flying
triplane???

Actually a succession of tripes has successfully coursed the friend-
ly skies throughout the model history of the region. While this is
not an attempt to provide every instance, several examples come to
mind. In recent times, Kanones have been won by John Koptonak's
Fokker DR-1 and the Curtiss Scout. Dave's Caproni CA-53 has place-
ed as well. The ever-inovative Chet Bukowski also created a smooth
flying Fokker DR-1. Years ago, Dave crafted a Mitsubishi Type 10
triplane--it even had a torpedo slung in position between landing
gear struts and still flew well! (The chronicles do not record
whether or not it had success against model warships----!)

What do these all have in common? Not much except three wings and
a "get it done" attitude. There are small chords, large chords;
short wing spans, large wing spans; short and medium schnozzes.
No "killer" tripe models have surfaced such as the Fike, Chamber-
maid gnd Cessna CR-3 in their respective categories.

Arecent article seems to have placed triplanes a distant third aft-
er monos and bipes in the model hierarchy. The tripes may not nec-
essarily be a panacea-as is good apple pie (when suggested to my
doctor, that apple pie is quite possibly the world's closest thing
to a perfect nutrient-all the food groups--he cast a baleful eye
and secretively scribbled on my chart) However, tripes are com-
petitive despite having more interplane interference, more rigging
etc to contend with. But results can be rewarding. At the Genegis
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of the FAC, Stott and Thompson devised the system of bonus points
to encourage diversity. It wouldn't be nearly as much fun if we
all built and flew only monos--of the high wing persuasion! Bob
and Dave -did their homework well. The 20 points assigned to the
triple wings still stands. Pick a ggod subject and GO!! There
is a scarcity of three views compared to available photos; prob-
ably because many were one-of-a-kind. Lots of good photos are
contained in the following:

Triplanes by Bowers and McDowell, published by Motorbooks

International

Air Progress Spring '62 Edition (over 60 planes)

For you bonus commandos out there, the Triplanes book contains a
three-view and several photos of the Barling Bomber, NBLR-1 with
six engines (two pushers in tandem with two of the tractors)---

something like 65 bonii !! (I don't count that high) But wait,
before you rush off to the building board. The engines are sus-
pended between the center and lower wings, the tail is four fins
between biplane stabs, there are enough wires to keep AT&T happy
and the landing gear is--well--best described as "incredible"!

Only masochists need apply! ﬁﬁ,
Fly first, chores second. \iiff éi;;;?

&b

The Butch O’Hare Story

During the course of World War II, many people gained fame in one way or another. One man was Butch O’Hare. He was
a fighter pilot assigned to an aircraft carrier in the Pacific. One time his entire squadron was assigned to fly a particular mission. After
he was airborne, he looked at his fuel gauge and realized that someone had forgotten to top off his fuel tank. Because of this, he
would not have enough fuel to complete his mission and get back to his ship. His flight leader told him to leave formation and return.

As he was returning to the mother ship, he could see a squadron of Japanese Zeroes heading toward the fleet to attack. And
with all the fighter planes gone, the fleet was almost defenseless. His was the only opportunity to distract and divert them. Single-
handedly, he dove into the formation of Japanese planes and attacked them. The American fighter planes were rigged with cameras, _
so that as they flew and fought, pictures were taken so pilots could learn more about the terrain, enemy maneuvers, etc. Butch dove
at them and shot until all his ammunition was gone, then he would dive and try to clip off a wing or tail or anything that would make
the enemy planes unfit to fly.

He did anything he could to keep them from reaching the American ships. Finally, the Japanese squadron took off in another
direction, and Butch O’Hare and his fighter, both badly shot up, limped back to the carrier.

He told his story, but not until the film from the camera on his plane was developed, did they realize the extent he really went
to, to protect his fleet. He was recognized as a hero and given one of the nations highest military honors. And as you know, the
O’Hare Airport was also named after him. S

Prior to this time in Chicago, there was a man named Easy Eddie. He was working for a man you’ve all heard about,
Al Capone. Al Capone wasn’t famous for anything heroic, but he was notorious for the murders he’d committed and the illegal things
he’d done. Easy Eddie was Al Capone’s lawyer and he was very good. In fact, because of his skill, he was able to keep Al Capone out
of jail. ‘

To show his appreciation, Al Capone paid him very well. He not only earned big money, he would get extra things, like a
residence that filled an entire Chicago city block. The house was fenced, and he had live-in help and all of the conveniences of the
day.

Easy Eddie had a son. He loved his son and gave him all the best things while he was growing up; clothes, cars, and a good
education. And because he loved his son he tried to teach him right from wrong. But one thing he couldn’t give his son was a good
name, and a good example. Easy Eddie decided that this was much more important than all the riches he had given him. So, he went
'l:o the authorities in order to rectify the wrong he had done. In order to tell the truth, it meant he must testify against Al Capone, and
he knew that Al Capone would do his best to have him killed. But he wanted most of all to try to be an example and to do the best he
“could to give back to'his son, a good name. So he testified. '

Within the year, he was shot and killed on a lonely street in Chicago.

This sounds like two unrelated stories. But Butch O-Hare was Easy Eddie’s son.
Note: The story above was sent via e-mail by Ed Mosbrook; emosbrook@hotmail.com to share with our readers.



22. REGISTRATION FORM---FAC-NATS MARK XII ; BN
GENESEO, NEW YORK  JULY 21-22-23, 2000 :

Please print Jr./sr. Open
Name Address
City State Zip AMA No.

I wish to make the following advanced reservations for the FAC Nats, Mark XII.
enrty fees at $25.00 each (flies all eVENtS).e..ceeeeeevesccccecccscnncnncesd

banquet tickets at $18.00 each........................................_....‘$
(with no dormitory reservations)

xeservations for double occupancy with meals and banquet at $167.00 each  $
reservations for single occupancy with meals and banquet at $212.00 each $

total enclosed $

No entry fee for contestants under 18 years of age. All contestants must be members of the A.M.A.
or the M.A.A.C. Please remit entry fee by June 15, 2000 so as to ease paper work later on. Thanks
Mail entries to; Lin Reichel, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506. We will be unable to refund can-
cellations after June 20, 2000. If you plan to share a room with scmeone please indicate their
name so we can direct the University to set up the proper arrangements.

Awards through five places in each event. Contest times are as follows; Friday July 21, 8:30 am
till 5:00 pm, Saturday July 22, 8:30 am till 5:00 pm and Sunday July 23, 8:30 am till 4:00 pm.

WAIVER: I/we hereby release the Historical Aircraft Group, Inc., Austin Wadsworth, the State Un-
iversity of New York (Geneseo), The Flyinf§ Aces Club, all other persons and other organizations
comnected with this contest from any liability whatsoever for accidents incurred while participat-
ing in this contest. I/we also agree to abide by all flying and field rules in force at this meet.

SIGNATURE

Your meals at the UniVersity will include dinner on Thursday July 20th, breakfast and dinner on
Friday July 21st, breakfast and dimner on Saturday July 22nd, breakfast and bangquet on Sunday July
23rd and breakfast on Monday July 24th,

Scale judging will take place at Peter's Party Complex in Leicester, N.Y. on Thursday July 20th
starting at 2:00 pm. Bring your models there to be scale judged. Giant and Jumbo models will be
judged on the field on the day of their event. Food will be available at Peter's if you wish to
eat there during the scale judging. This is the same place we have been doing the scale judging
the last few years.

***************************************************************************************************

EVENT SCHEDULE FOR THE FAC NATS MARK XII

Friday July 21,2000 Saturday July 22, 2000 . Sunday July 23, 2000
Shell Speed Dash FAC Scale FAC Peanut (no high wings)
World War I * High-Wing Pegnut Thompson Race *

Embryo Endurance Greve Race * FAC Power Scale
~No-Cal Scale World War II * . Jumbo Scale

Aerol Trophy Race * Pioneer Scale Electric O.T. Gas Replica
Golden Age Scale Civil Powder Puff Scale ** Flying Horde *

FAC O.T. Rubber FAC O.T. Rubber Modern Civil Production
FAC O.T. Stick FAC 0.T. Stick Modern Military *

Golden Age Military * Dime Scale Jimmie Allen

Fairchild "24" (Guillow) Bendix Race * Goodyear Race *

Giant Scale No. American AT-6 * 0ld Time Kit Scale

If neccessary, flyoffs for both O.T. Rubber events will be Sun. Two-Bit O.T. Rubber

Power Scale will be split into two events, single and multi engines. Giant Scale may be flown any
day due to varying wind conditions. Plans must be presented in the Fairchild 24, Dime Scale, 0ld
Time Kit Scale and the Two-Bit O.T. Rubber events. All events are for rubber powered models except
for power Scale and O.T. Electric Gas Replica. Be sure to have your proof of scale for all mass
launch events. All radial engined models in mass launch events must have at least a paper engine
inside the oowl, no exceptions! all Pioneer scale models must fly in the Pioneer event only, re-
gardless of size.

* Mass launch events. ** This event is for ladies only. Builder of the model rule applies.
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