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STORY BEHIND THE COVER

Modeling the new Bellanca navy scout XSE-2, and flying it recklessly in the town square to be
admired by all. A lucky few owned roadsters with “rumble seats”--but almost any car was a
luxury during those first years of the depression, when the National Recovery Act was helping
put Uncle Sam back on his feet. (cover and story by Bob Rogers)

As always we want to thank all of the contributors to this issue of the newsletter. The plans came from, Ivan
Carlos Ruchesi (our man in Argentina) the Castaibert, we pulled the Boeing F4B-4 out of our files, Nate
Sturman sent the Kawasaki Type 92, John Blair has given us another Pseudo Dime Scale with the DH-6 and
A.C. Anson has given us permission to publish the Argonautt “Pirate” which first appeared in his publication,
Aero-Plans.

The name the plane contest was won by John Winter. John was the 1st one to name all of the aircraft
correctly. Congratulations John! Your prize is in the mail. (answers are on page 4)

If you are going to the FAC Nats next year at Geneseo and intend to stay at the Quality Inn and want to make
reservations the phone number is 585-243-0500. To get the FAC discount you must tell them you are with
the FAC at the time you make your reservations, otherwise you will not getit! AND THE DATES ARE;
July 14-15-16, 2006. Scale judging on the 13th at the Quality Inn. More news in the next issue.

BUILD----FLY----WIN........ EFF---AAA---CEEE!!!

f 4
Col. Lin Reichel, CinC, FAC %”/

The FLYING ACES CLUB
is a society of unique individuals with a common interest that at times borders
on a passion. It is our intent to preserve and promote the traditional building
and flying of free flight stick and tissue model aircraft. Although
competitive at times, the sharing of innovations, assistance
and camaraderie is second nature to all that
believe in the unique spirit of the
FLYING ACES CLUB
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FROM THE STAFF AT GHQ

FLYING ACES PLAN SERVICE

These plans are from the FAC contests at
Geneseo, N.Y. and Muncie, In.

Aircraft Span Designer Price
Westland Lysander 24"  Studiette 3.00
Northrop Gamma 36"  Bruning . 5.00
Flying Aces Ciub decals are back! Fairchild PT-19 24"  John Low 4.00
We have had many requests for them Curtiss Gulfhawk 24" Wilkey 4.00
over the last few years but the decal Boeing P-26 18"  Wilkey 3.00
manufacturers wanted way to much Waco C-7 22" Boyanowski 5.00

money for them. Now, one of our . . » .
members has been kind enough to Laird Eol’l,mon 14;' Nalle.n, Sr.  4.00
make them for us at cost. They are Waco “D 24 Bruning 4.00
priced at $1.00 each with a minimum Lockheed Orion 24" Nallen, Sr, 6.00
of 3 decals per order. Send your order Monocoupe 24" Canada M.C. 3.00
o F f;C-GéHQ» 3301 Cindy Lane, Seversky SEV-2 22" Nallen, Sr.  6.00

rie, Pa. 16506. "
' Gee Bee QED 24 Nallen, Sr. 6.00
- — ?

All plans shipped postpaid. Send orders to; FAC,
GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506.

m
If the box on the right has the dreaded RED “X” in it, it is time to renew ,
vour membership which includes the newsletter. Cost is $15.00 per year . .
in the United States per year. Cost in Canada is $20.00 per year. Overseas
the cost is $25.00 per year. All in U.S. dollars. Six issues per year, publish-
ed approximitly every other month. Please make checks payable to; Flying N
Aces. Send to; FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506.
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Photos on this page by Fred Wunsche. Top left, Jack Tisinai and his Nieuport 28, top right is
Mike Zand with his Mr. Mullgan. On the bottom row we have Bob McLellon and his Hawker
Hurricane and on the right is Bob Bojanowski’s little brother Ed with Bob’s Chester Jeep. All
pictures on this page are from the FAC Outdoor Champs at Muncie, In. on Sept. 10-11, 2005.




THE GOLDEN AGE

by
Fran Ptaszkiewicsz

While researching material for this month's Golden Age article, I
ran across a three view of an old, very old amphibian. This brought
to mind a conversation I had with that great friend of model avia-
tion and certainly our Flying Aces Club, the late Earl Van Gorder
during one of the many contest's at Geneseo.

While discussing various old aircraft, Earl mentioned another air-
plane which was built and flown in the Buffalo, New York area and
that he had in fact been employed by this company in 1936 and
worked on the second of only two ships manufactured.

The Argonaut "Pirate" was designed as a three place cabin monoplane
amphibian utilizing a pusher engine.by ‘Howard Heindell who at that
time had design experience going back to the first flying boat built
in America . This being the sixth ship of his own design, according
to the factory sales brochure.

There were two versions of the "Pirate" made, the first model H-20
-100, according to Earl was built in 1935 and flew only on an 'X!
liscense, NX-1,760. The second version Model H-Z;-SOO, Liscense
NC-15682 received it's Air Transport Certificate #650 on August 24,
1937 after two years of re~design and development work from the
original H-20-100 cencept.

Earl also said that when joining the company in 1936 he never did
see the first model and had no recollection as to what may have
happened to it. He did remember vividly hand painting the second
version using a color called "Argonaut Blue™ on the hull and motor
housing, while the wings, tail and hull trim stripe, were interna-
tional orange.

Following liscensing of the 125hp Menasco powered plane, a further
redesign was immediately begun and planned to use the larger 160hp
Menasco powerplant with delivery's scheduled for 1938. This never

materialized.

Construction of the two models, H-20 and H-24 were similar, An all
wood fuselage, wings and wingtip floats, being fabric covered while
the tail assembly used steel tubing, fabric covered. Airfoil used

was a Clark Y,

The second version, H-24 had a wingspan of 42ft,. length of 27ftsl in,
height on wheels was 10ft-4 in. It was powered by a starter equiped
L cylinder, inverted, in-line, air-cooled Menasco C-4 engine rated
at 125hp and driving a seven foot diameter two bladed metal tipped
Flottorp wooden propeller, Providing a maximum speed of 104 mph,

a cruising speed of 89 mph. Landing speed was 55 mph, ceiling of
10,500 ft and a range of 180 to 350 miles depending on load. Price,
$5,450.00 at the factory, including anchor and mooring gear located
in the bow.

The cabin used the then new Dupont "Plasticelle" for windshield and
windows, was heated and ventilated for comfort. With the fully
‘cowled pusher engine located behind the cabin area, the engine
noise was reduced considerably. Dual control wheeis were provided

10



with the right hand side being easily removable. Landing gear could
be raised or lowered manualy by a hand wheel.

The "Pirate" was said to have been designed with the sportsman pilot
in mind. An airplane that could fly him from the local airport to
some hidden lake where fishing could be done right off the bow or
perhaps visit that hidden fishing lodge accesible only by air. No
driving hundred's of miles and waiting for an air charter pick up.
Save time and fly there in your own amphibian.

It was a. good idea in its original plan, yet launching a new aircraft
company in the 1930!'s period proved difficult at best, no matter

how good the design., Sadly, like many small company's of that era,
The Argonaut Aircraft organization was forced to close after having
built only two airplanes,

In the process of gathering information on this ship, a trip to the
local historical society museum produced a copy of the sales brochure
for both the first model, H-20 and the second liscensed H-24 version
along with a three view of each. There was not however, any infor-
mation on the disposition of the aircraft. Perhaps they may still
be reposing in some o0ld barn or garage waiting to be identified.

The H-20 version was featured as a 13 inch wingspan solid model
article in the November 1935 issue of Popular Science Monthly by
designer Donald W, Clark who for many years produced a different
model each month of a current airplane of the period. Although
super scale accuracy may be in question, we did not concern ourself
with exactness, as a close reproduction well assembled and finished
gave us much satisfaction among our peers. ‘

The three view included is of the liscensed and improved Model H-24,
which the company had planned to place into production.

NAPlan= 3 Yorehe XFI

© Copyright 1973
Miuatore Aiecratt
’ ¢

crRERN

o s

,/’//1 Color Scheme;

w+ Upper Wing - Chrome Yellow
Rest of plane - Lt, Gray
All serials & lettering
in black.

£of vy B < ..8008

Printed in U. S. A.
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The Argonaut "Pirate” was a light/cabin
monoplane of the flying-boat type with seating
arranged for 2 or 3. As a flying-boat with rttract-
ing landing gear, the "Pirate” was able to operate
as well off land or water. Designed especially for
sport-flying, this little craft was also a versatile
method of transportation: it could land wherever
it happened to be more convenient. The cabin
was actually wide enough for three people, but, to

three at a time, some fucl orbaggage had to
be left behind. Normally, it would have to be
considered a two-place airplane. As powered
with the 4 cyl. inverted inline aircooled Menasco
C4-125 engine, rated 125 h.p., the "Pirate” was
not blessed with high performance, but it did do
an adequate job with the power available.

The type certificate for the "Pirate” model H-
24 was issued (after nearly two years of develop-
ment) on 8-24-37, but apparently there were no
examples built beyond the prototype and one
other airplane. Manufactured by the Argonaut
Aircraft, Inc. at No. Tonawanda, N.Y. with manu-
facturing facilitics just out of Buffalo on "Consoli-
dated" airport. J. Leroy Sutton was president
and Howard J. Heindell was the V.P. general
manager and chief engineer.

The semi-monocoque single-step hull was
an all-wood structure of 7-ply bulkheads con-
nected together in bays with heavy spruce string-
ers, and boxed in with plywood planking: the
completed hull was then covered with doped
fabric. The cabin in front (with 54 in. beam) was
wide enough to seat three across; the center seat
could be slid back for extra shoulder room if the
three people were large. The cabin enclosure was
of DuPont "Plasticelle;" for added comfort the
cabin was heated and ventilated. A baggage

Photo. Earl Van Gorder

compartment with allowance for up to 100 Ibs.
was behind the seats; anchor and mooring gear
was stowed in the bow. Dual control wheels were
provided; the right-hand set was quickly remov-
able. The wing framework, in two sections, was
built up of solid spruce spar beams with spruce
and plywood truss-type wing ribs; the leading
edges were covered with plywood sheet and the
completed framework was covered in fabric. Drag
flaps were mounted inboard of the ailerons on
trailing edge of each wing; flaps were manually
operated. The tip floats were a wood structure
same as the hull and were mounted on steel tube
struts. The fully cowled "pusher” engine was
mounted above the wing on a steel tube frame;
heavy steel streamlined wires formed the wing-
bracing truss. The landing gear legs used Rusco
rubber shock-rings and 19x9-3 Goodyear
airwheels with pedal-operated mechanical wheel
brakes; the landing gear was retracted or ex-
tended by a hand-wheel in the cockpit. A full-
swivel tail wheel was also provided.

The fabric-covered tail group was built up of
welded steel tubing: one elevator was fitted with
an adjustable trim tab. A Flottorp wooden prop,
electric engine starter, a battery, cabin heater
and vents, dual control wheels, anchor and moor-
ing gear.

Listed below are specifications and perfor-
mance data for the "Pirate” model H-24 as pow-
ered with Menasco C4 engine rated 125 h.p. at
2175 r.p.m. at 1000 ft.: length overall 27’ 1%;
height overall (on wheels) 10'3"; wingspan 42'0"
wing chord 66"; total wing area 224.75 sq. ft.;
airfoil Clark Y; wt. empty 1600 Ibs.; useful load
650 Ibs.; payload with 40 gal. fuel 218 Ibs.; max
speed 104 at 1000 ft.; cruising speed (2050
r.p.m.) 89 at 1000 ft.; landing speed with drag
flaps 48; climb 550 ft. first min. at sea level; ser.
ceiling 10,500 ft.; gas cap. max 40 gal.; oil cap. 3
gal.; cruising range (2050 r.p.m.) at 9 gal. per
hour 180-350 miles; price $5450 at factory.

1937 Menasco C4-125 Power Argonaut "Pirate” Amphibian USA

b

RESEARCH SOURCES: Earl Van Gorder.
Joseph Juptner, U.S. Civil Aircraft, Vol III.
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My Tissue Techniques by Bob Clemens

1. Entire framework is carefully shaped and sanded smooth, finishing with #400 sandpaper.

2. Framework gets a coat of clear dope at all points where it will touch the tissue, either Sig Lite Coat or nitrate.
3. Doped areas of framework are lightly sanded with 400 paper to remove "fuzz” raised by dope.

4. Another coat of dope is applied to the framework. Light sanding again if needed.

5. Oversize piece of tissue is placed over area of framework. Using a brush, acetone is applied to tissue where it
touches doped framework. The acetone instantly penetrates the tissue and causes the dope to become sticky,
adhering the tissue to the framework. Work from rib to rib, upright to upright, etc., keeping the tissue snug as you
go. Pull out wrinkles; re-apply acetone if needed to help. Work slowly and carefully. Be patient.

NOTE: Be sure the tissue grain runs spanwise on wings and tail pieces. This will prevent undue sagging between

ribs. You can detrermine grain direction by tearing the tissue. If it tears straight and easy, that's the grain direction.

If it tears with more difficulty and in a jagged fashion, you're going across the grain.
6. Shrink tissue with rubbing alcohol or water. If necessary, pin structure down to avoid warping as tissue shrinks.

7. Trim tissue using sharp razor blade, allowing a slight wrap-around at edges. Seal edges with clear dope. Give
finishing piece two coats of clear dope thinned 50/50 to seal and protect it. Do not use butyrate clear dope, as it
shrinks badly and will cause serious warps! Sig Lite Coat is butyrate, but with plasticizer added to prevent
shrinkage. Aero Dyne in CA sells non-shrink nitrate dope, which | think works as well:

www freeflightmodels.com

For very light wing and tail structure, | pre-shrink the tissue by laying the pieces on a framed window screen and
spraying them with water. When dry, they are wrinkled and | iron them flat with a medium iron. The tissue will still
have a texture to it, but that won't effect flying qualities. Apply as above.

Those wheel pants can be covered by using wet tissue. Using a shallow pan of water, submerge the piece of

tissue, then blot it with a paper towel. Apply as above. You'll find, with some practice, that wet tissue will conform to

curved surfaces much, much better than when it's dry. You should be able to cover the pants with two pieces.

adversely effecting the

glide. This makes me doubt if the endurance of a trim

fuselage will have to struggle against. After the power mode ends, all
could equal that of a good twin.

three props will be freewheeling and the drag created will be much

greater than that of a subject with two props,
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huge thermal carried him up and out of view. His father, the chief,
commissioned the entire tribe to search for him. Th

Then thers was the story published some years back in Soaring
signals and posted signs. Even today,

. Magazine. where there were petroglyphs found in Arizona

documenting a Anasazi young warrior b

If lift + thrust is greater than load + drag, anything can fly.
who experimented with wings. He woul

The Hawaiians in Kauai have a legend that a Hawaiian kin

the cliffs of Na Pali and was blown back a
this was a divine sign that wanted him to be ruler.

Desert South West you can see signs

Central Arizona with various contraptio
Falling Rock".

breeze was enough to catch his cape to
the moniker of "Falling Rock".

The Formula for Flight =

event for multis at the 2006 FAC Nats? It could be held on the field at
6 AM which would allow plenty of time to still have breakfast in the

subjects are likely to disagree with the foregoing and the issue could
dorm. Too early? Maybe, but | it'

be argued ad infinatum. Perhaps there is a practical means to

determine the type of multi that flys best. You are all
Contests. It is not a mass launch but a 10 minute window is allowed

In conclusion, | believe that the performance capabilities of certain
twins with motors in nacelles may be at least equal to that of twin
fuselage subjects and superior to that of trimotor models. Many
with the Dawn Unlimited event which is flown at major AMA FF
for the launching of the models.How about an unofficial Dawn UL
interested please contact me at fisherhawk@earthlink.net.

FACers with more experience than mine regarding muiti engin

Bill Henn

o
7 ]

vThon there was that chap Daedelus and his son Icarus....
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On the UP and Up." By JESSE HARRISON MASON

FLIES THE ATLANTIC -NOTSOLO - -

BUT IN COMFORT ABOARD THE NEW 3

ZEPPELIN " VON HINDENBURG " {}*
7 THAN-AIR CRAFT

IN THE WORLD. 72_—"‘—

UN THE CARGO HOLD OF THE GREAT
AIRSHIP IS JIMMY'S TWO AND ONE-
HALF TON BEECHCRAFT. '
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS WIFE,
MAY HAIZLIP-FAMOUS WOMAN
SPEED PILOT- AND THEIR SON,
JAMES, THE CAPTAIN WILL USE
H15 PLANE TO TOUR EUROPE.
IT 1S PROBABLY THE FIRST TIME
A PRIVATE PLANE HAS BEEN CARRIED

IN A DIRIGIBLE, AS FREIGHT, ON _ s . JESSE
AN OVER OCEAN VOYAGE,

HARRISONl
MASON
. l?SG .

lEAVING THE NAVAL AIRCRAFT
STATION AT LAKE HURST, N.J.
— AT IO P.M. ON MAY 20TH, 1936,
THE BIG"ZEP" ROARED OVER
EW YORK 50 MINUTES LATER

A RECORD RETURN TRIP IN
= 48 HOURS AND 9 MINUTES.
IN ADDITION TO JIMMY’S PLANE
~. SHE CARRIED 5] PASSENGERS,
385 POUNDS OF MA|L AND
‘2600 POUNDS OF FREIGHT.

N. A. A. MAGAZINE for JUNE, 1936 ' 15
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Instructions to a Young Modeler

After raising two boys who never showed much interest in their dad’s passion for building and attempting to
fly his little stick and paper model airplanes; a great thing has happened. My oldest grandson now sixteen
years old has been coming around regularly and showing an ever growing interest in what I am doing. He’s
asking all the right questions. and even takes my model magazines home with him.

One of the really wonderful things about building airplanes together is the time we have to just talk.
You know, bond while the glue dries. I realized this glue drying time would be a great time to instill in my
grandson some of the unwritten rules of model building. You know, those bits of wisdom all of us have
gleaned from our years of sitting at the work bench alone pondering our dreams and visions of three minute
flights, And F.A.C. trophies.

I began his education; not only as a builder of model airplanes, but also with those things that just make
him a better human being. The first thing I told him is what ever you do, never get involved with anyone
who builds plastic airplanes. They are infidels and have lost their way. Now people who build plastic cars
and other such blasphemous things; shucks, they are lost beyond redemption. Avoid them like the plague.
As for R/C modelers, they are just over grown kids playing with expensive robots. Although those R/C’ers
who actually build their models out of balsa still have a chance of redemption. Those foam flyers and “out
of the box” things are graven images of the real thing, not even worthy of consideration. Now those video
games! I told him that if you play those things too much, dark curly hairs will grow from the tips of your
thumbs. It’s also been responsibly reported that you can go blind playing video games.

He is quickly learning the trade. I feel he will soon be a full fledged balsa junky. So with this in mind, I
accelerated his education and got on with the things that rally mattered. You know, the important stuff like
it’s OK to swallow the glue you chew off your fingers ‘cause it’s good fiber and we could all use a little bit
more of that. It’s OK to smell paint fumes. That is the elixir of inspiration. Things like if you cut the head
off a straight pin to use as something on your model, don’t put the remainder of the pin back in the pin
container. Sooner or later you’re going pick it up and try to push it through a hard piece of 3/32 in. balsa.
The blood is all but impossible to remove from balsa wood and you will have to replace the piece. Even
worse, your resultant scream will cause the wife to come running in thinking you had a heart attack.

Rule Number ONE! Under no circumstances allow the wife unobstructed access to your inner sanctum.
Give her the impression that she is welcome at any time, but only the impression. Do what ever necessary to
keep her out. Wives and balsa wood do not mix. Wives and glue do not mix. Wives and paint do not mix.
Wives and receipts from the hobby shop do not mix. Wives and almost everything enjoyable do not mix.

Rule Number TWO! Learn to ignore the next door neighbors. They will never understand what you do,
no matter how hard you try. The guys will think you are some kind of a sissy because you don’t fish or kill
helpless mammals with large caliber guns. The women will swear you are some kind of devil, Hitler
worshiping pervert. You may not realize it but they watch you through the slits in the back yard fence when
you are testing your models in that beautiful bunch of grass back there that you refuse to mow. They will
talk amongst themselves about how they have seen you whisper to your model airplanes and lick their tails
then breath softly on them while mumbling some strange incantation. They have seen the Hitler cross
things on your wings and the pentagrams in blue circles. They have witnessed, early in the morning when
the air is still and you are on the patio in your briefs, how you gently toss them into the tall grass and call
out to them as they flutter into that ten inch high lawn. They give the wife those knowing sympathetic
looks. She eats it up.

Rule Number THREE! If you are one who stores your nerve medicine in an old paint thinner quart can
on your work bench, label it something other than “Paint Thinner”. The day shall come when the wife will
go into your space to borrow the paint thinner to clean some of her craft brushes. Then you have to go into
that long drawn out explanation of how the half life of paint thinner and the ions in it react with the quarks
and hyperons in the metal can to cause it not to clean brushes anymore and smell like gin.

Rule Number FOUR! Never attempt to clean the glue and dope residue from your double edge razor blades
with your lips and tongue; especially if you’ve had a dose or two of nerve medicine. Way back when, I told
my grandkids the story of how I was a P-51 ace during the war in the Pacific. You see, on my last mission I
was downed by mechanical failure. (NO one could ever shoot me down.) I was strafing downtown Tokyo
when my engine failed. I bailed out and was captured by Tojo himself then shipped to a POW camp in the
suburbs. I would point a finger at the crescent shaped scar on my upper lip saying, I got that wound while
escaping and having to chew through the barbed wire with my teeth.
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The wife tells her neighbor friends that the “Great White Hunter” sliced open his upper lip during a
camping trip when he forgot the can opener and in a fit of desperation and starvation attempted to open a
can of pork-n-beans with his teeth.

Now that my grandson was old enough to do the math and realized I was only six months old when
Japan surrendered, I decided to tell him the truth. You should have seen the bright light of illumination fill
his eyes as he surveyed the pink line arching over my upper lip while I told him about the hand to hand
combat I had with Saddam and his Republican Guard.

Rule Number FIVE! Keep the workroom floor clear of sharp things. Wives have a nasty habit of
walking around the house bare footed. I remember that 2 inch long piece of 1/32 wire that had been lying
on the doormat at the entrance to my space. Yes, it lay there for two weeks and I was meaning to pick it up.
I should have. I Remember that Saturday morning , I was hard at work on a model and my X-acto knife
rolled off the table and stuck a half inch into my left foot. The scream shook windows a block away. Not
mine though. It was early spring and all my windows were open.

The wife, in the shower, heard the blood curdling howl. She grabbed a towel and ran into my shop,
which is a spare bedroom. There it was, that picce of wire, lying on the mat at a perfect 35 degrees angle.
The wife’s right big toe takes it full brunt. She screams and throws her hands to her mouth as she crumbles
to the floor. The towel falls. I panic. I see her. I see the blood gushing from her toe. I see the blood gushing
from my foot. I scream again. This causes her to scream again. This causes the back yard neighbor to dial
911. She always believed I was some kind of devil worshipping pervert. Know she thinks I’'m a wife beater
to boot. At last, her worse suspicions finally justified.

There is a loud banging at the front door. Ihobble to open it, the bloody excto knife I pulled from my
foot still in my shaking hand. There filling the door frame was two burly policemen with night sticks at the
ready. Behind them, breaking their necks to get a look at the wife killer, is half the neighborhood. It wasn’t

a pretty sight.

My grandson left the shop that evening in a somewhat somber mood, but much the wiser for it all. I felt
satisfied with my efforts. I winked saying I had many more pearls of wisdom to share with him. He
attempted a brave smile as he walked to his bicycle, I told him in a loud whisper as he peddled away. Rule
number SIX! What ever you do, never, ever, EVER tell the wife how much your toys really cost!

Anonymous

AK.A. Amanda B. Rekondwith

MAYDAY ! MID-AIR !
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hey Had What It T 'akes

XII—“DICK” MERRILL—ATLANTIC ROUND TRIPPER

By ALDEN McWILLIAMS

\

Hil b
I )

N
1—Born in Inea, Miss., in 1897, Henry T, Merrill was soon
tagged “Dick” by virtue of his athletic prowess (from Dick
Merriwell, you know). He attended the State U, won his wings
after two years in the Navy, did some test piloting, then joined
Piteairn Air Transport. He first made the headlines by “cater-
pillaring” out of a fogbound mail plane near Charlotte, N.C.

e
2—fn 1935, Merrill completed a dramatic flicht from Argentina
to Antarctica, ferrying a Northrop to Sir Hubert Wilkins, who

. needed the craft to search for the then-lost air explorer, Lin-

coln Ellsworth. Then in 1936 the Mississippian twice crossed the
Atlantic in a Vultee—over in August, back in September—with
.Harry-Richman, the entertainer, as his partner.

8—Rejoining Eastern Air Lines, “Dick” was promoted to the
position of chief pilot. Then Fate wrote his name in her “crack-
up book.” On his routine Miami-New York run, a terrific storm
struck, forced him to pancake his Lockheed Electra in a forest.
He suffered a broken jaw—but his skill in handling the ship
brought his passengers through the ordeal unscathed.

4—Then in May, 1987, Dick Merrill chalked up his most
sensational aero achievement. With Jack Lambie as co-pilot,
he roared an Electra across the Atlantic to London, picked up
photographs of the Coronation, and flew back to America—all
in striking 1-2-3 fashion! The first feat of its kind, this memor-
able round-trip marked a new milestone in aviation.

L
f
|

Wi,

6—Soon afterward, Monogram Pictures persuaded Merrill to
star in Atlantic Flight, the current feature film dedicated to_this
skilled pilot’s speedy double-conquest of the ocean. And so, Dick
flew his Electra to Hollywood, and with Lambie accompanying
him on this Thespian adventure, he faced a battery of cameras
to prove that he was handy at reel flying, too.

23

6—Having covered more than 2,000,000 air miles in 12,000
hours of flying—and that, fans, represents nearly a year and
half in the sky—Dick Merrill is our outstanding air line veteran.
And renowned as a great “precision flyer” by virtue of his con-
sistent success in dramatic fiights, he has won a first-rank niche

in the International Hall of Air Fame.
I
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