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Once again, thanks to all who contributed to this issue. The cover was done by Dave Linstrum, nice job
Dave. The plans in the packet are from; Junkers JU-52 is from our files, Jake Larson sent another “Fiction
Flyer”, this one is “Fat Stuff’s Folly” from the Smilin’ Jack comic strip, then we have another Pseudo Dime
Scale plan from John Blair of the Orenco “D” and finally we present John Marett’s indoor plan plus indoor
tips to help you with your indoor flying.

Bill McComb, the author of “Making Scale Model Airplanes Fly”, has passed away. Those of you who have
read his book I am sure have gotten plenty of help in getting your models to fly successfully. We offer our
condolences to Bill’s many friends and family.

We have omitted some articles from this issue because of the extensive coverage on the comments in the last
issue by Tom Amold about splitting the FAC bonus points into two groups. We have included all of the
feedback that we have received up to the date of this writing, including for and against. We will have GHQ’s
response to these questions and answers in the Jan./Feb. 2007 issue as well as some other info that we are
sure you will find beneficial.

The 2007 FAC calendar is selling very good, don’t hesitate too long before you order yours, they may be
gone! Order from FAC GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506. The cost per calendar is $20.00 each
postpaid. By one for your self and maybe one for your modeling Buddy for Christmas.

BUILD--FLY--WIN....... EFF--AAA--CEEE!!!!
Col. Lin Reichel, CinC, FAC %
The FLYING ACES CLUB

is a society of unique individuals with a common interest that at times borders
on a passion. It is our intent to preserve and promote the traditional building
and flying of free flight stick and tissue model aircraft. Although
tompetitive at times, the sharing of innovations, assistance
and camaraderie is second nature to all that
believe in the unique spirit of the
FLYING ACES CLUB
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FROM THE STAFF AT GHQ

FLYING ACES PLAN SERVICE NEW PLANS FOR THE FAC PLAN SERVICE

These plans are from the FAC contests at Geneseo

John Blair has generously donated his plan service to the Flying
N.Y. and Muncie, In.

Aces Club. John's plans are all first rate drawings and several
of them have been winners at the A.M.A. Nationals as well as

Aircraft Span  Designer Price many other contests. Below is listed all of the plans that we
now have ready for sale. There will be more added later. The
Erie Times O.T. 24"  Engstrom 3.00 number in parenthisis denotes the number of sheets for that plan.
Westland Lysander 25" Studiette 4.00 As usual, send your orders to; FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane,
Northrop Gamma 36" Bruning 5.00 Erie, Pa. 16506. All Plans are shipped postpaid.
Fairchild PT-19 24" John Low 4.00
Curtiss Gulfhawk . 24"  Wilkey 4.00 AIRCRAFT SPAN SHEETS PRICE
Boeing P-26 18" Wilkey 3.00 Cessna AW 30" @) $8.00
Waco C-7 22"  Boyanowski 5.00 Corben Super Ace 27" 2) 8.00
Laird Solution 14"  Tom Nallen, Sr.  4.00 Stinson Jr. Model S 26" (2) 8.00
Waco “D” 24"  Bruning 4.00 Pietenpol Aircamper 19.5" (1) 6.00
Lockheed Orion 24" Tom Nallen, Sr. 6.00 SE-5 17" 1) 6.00
Monocoupe 24" Canada M.C. 3.00 Great Lakes 2T-1A 20" ) 8.00
Seversky SEV-2 22" Tom Nallen, Sr. 6.00 Porterfield CP-65 25" (1) 6.00
Gee Bee QED 24" Tom Nallen, Sr. 6.00 Howard DGA-15P 25" 2 8.00
&RUMM AN (DT (S WHITMAN 2.9¢  Stinson Jr. SM-2 30.5" ) 8.00
Stinson Jr. SM-2 26" ) 6.00
Piper Pacer PA-20 29" @ 8.00
E.A.A.Baby Ace 25" ) 8.00
Buhl Bull Pup 23" ¢ 6.00

If the box on the right has the dreaded RED “X” in it, it is time to renew ‘*1
your membership which includes the newsletter. Cost is $15.00 per year

in the United States. Cost for Canada is $20.00 per year. Overseas the
cost is $25.00 per year. All in U.S. dollars. Six issues per year, publish-
ed approximitly every other month. Please make checks payable to;
Flying Aces Club. Send to; FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy Ln., Erie, Pa. 16506.
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STRAIGHT AND LEVEL

By Dave Stott

In his article titled, “Flightline” as published in FAC News' for July/August 2006, Tom
Arnold has misquoted the judging criteria. The criteria states, “We are not looking for museum

quality models here”. Not, “We don’t want museum quality models here”, as Tom states.

To his own question, Tom asks, “Why not?”

Not every FAC is inclined to build museum quality models. Is this reason to eliminate

him from flying in FAC Scale? Originally, FAC Scale was conceived to allow any level of

modeler to fly just about any configuration of scale model with an equal chance at winning. You

didn’t have to be in the expert class. This is one of the features of FAC Scale which set it apart

from prior rubber scale model competition rules, and helped make it flourish.

To label Dime Scale regressive and “crude” seems callous, at best. Most Clubsters view

them as examples of nostalgic simplicity. They bear the mark of youthful designers of bygone

times doing what they loved with the limited documentation available to them. With sparse use

of material, they created convincing illusions. To some eyes, these models are as much an art

form as watercolor paintings. They shouldn’t be trampled for lack of understanding.
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FINAL COMET POSTAL STANDINGS

Thanks for entering “Skysters”! Kanone to Dan Kane.

From: "Tom Hallman" <maxfliart@hallmanstudio.com>
Subject: Re: Comments needed

To: "Tom Arnold" <tearnold@alluretech.net>, "Ross Mayo” <facghq@verizon.net> ?

Brilliant, Tom! Thanks for putting the thoughts of many of us (leading up to Geneseo this past year) into an
easy to understand proposal.

Vance and | had tossed virtually the same idea back and forth for most of the year, sensing that the twins
and other mega BP ships (yes, the DO-X of course) would do to FAC Scale...we joked that these BP ships
would end FAC Scale as we know it....and now, just maybe, FAC GHQ will in fact do that, while holding on
to all that we have come to love about the event.

Back in '96, | scored the unthinkable 2nd place in FAC Scale with my Loose Special...a mere 5 pt.
ship....but that was a fluke of sorts. Similar to this year, the day for FAC Scale was a wind storm, even
worse than in '06.....so my Loose did what she did best back then, and that's fly in wind....she had 2-3
maxes over the course of the weekend, taking a 2nd in the Shell Speed Dash, and second in the
Thompson...three in all.

But when has a 5 pt ship scored that high in scale?? | doubt that you could find another in recent years. In
fact, to counter that windy day, | would like to see the Nats do the same for FAC Scale as they've done for
Jumbo, Giant and Power...allow the modeler to choose the day to fly. Sure, that would have changed the
Loose's chances back in '96, but for certain, many more brilliant scale models would have come out of their
boxes to fly...and that's what this is all about afterall, especially at the Nats.

| believe that if a rule is made to split FAC Scale as you've suggested, you'll see both sides of the 20 pt.
fence increase. Scale modeling will once again be wide open, and you'll see birds on the lower side that
have not been modeled for many years. A good low wing flyer can stand up against many biplanes...and
yes, even a Loose Racer can sometimes ace out a few ships along the way.

The next non-Nats, and especially the 2008 Nats is destined to be something special indeed.

Tom

Hello Gents of the FAC

I am sending this out to whoever is on my short mailing list regarding my column in the FAC newsletter regarding a formal rules
procedure. To Lin’s great credit he has run it and is now awaiting a response from the field. Silence will mean “everything is fine”
so, if you agree with my proposal—-please write the man ASAP. His note at the end of my article is merely an editorial comment
and not an answer or any decision. Lin is a letter guy and Ross runs the email site. | think a solid piece of paper you can putin a
stack, psychologically, is a lot more effective than email but use your best judgment. | probably don't have to mention that a
gentlemanly endorsement in a polite and friendly letter will be received more kindly than anything else. '

Since most don't take the Scale Staffel newsletter, | am also attaching a couple of follow-on articles which cover exactly the type
of thing a rules group would tackle should you want to address that, too. | don't think any of us are interested in turning our great
organization into a political circus. .. jeez, we have enough of that in Washington ...but | think the back-and-forth communication
of a formal rules procedure will eliminate a lot of negativity that | have heard floating around.

Thanks for your efforts and if you don't agree, tell Lin that too! It was great seeing so many old buds at the Nats.

Best regards
Tom Arnold

WANTED: Mike Ransom, P.O.Box

1. Dan Kane DH Tiger Moth 259 sec. + 15 bonus = 274 466, Eufaula, Ok. 74432, would like
2. Duke Horn Loclfheed P-38 71 sec. + 30 bonus =_ 101 to purchase a large size FAC t-shirt

3. John Stott Curtiss Falcon 75 sec. + 15 bonus = 90 with the Vought Vindicator drawing
4. Anton Telford Taylorcraft 48 sec. + 00 bonus = 48 on it. He will pay $30.00 for it if any-
5. Earl Smith Piper Cub 31 sec. + 00 bonus = 31 one is interested in selling theirs. Must
6. Anton Telford Monocoupe 22 sec. + 00 bonus = 22

be size large.
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WHO WAS
TAILSPIN TOMMY?

BY DAVE STOTT

There was a time when a boy smitten with a love
of aviation was often referred to as a “Tailspin
Tommy”. This appellation was due to the work
of Hal Forrest, the artist who created America’s
first aviation adventure comic strip, “Tailspin
Tommy”. Tommy was a young auto mechanic
in the small town of Littleville, who enters into
an adventurous life of aviation after a plane
makes a forced landing there.

- Hollywood was quick to pick up on the
popularity of Tailspin Tommy, and Universal
Studios produced at least two twelve chapter
serials for playing to the young Saturday matinee
audiences country wide. The part of Tommy
was played variously by Maurice Murphy and
Clarke Williams. Noah beery Jr. played the part
of Tommy’s sidekick, Skeeter Milligan. In these
serials Skeeter is cast as a rather dim witted hero
worshiping type.

The full length movies, produced by Monogram,
were quite a different story. Here Skeeter, now
played by Milburne Stone, is a pretty good right
hand man, though still a bit dipsy Stone later
went on to play “Doc” on television’s Gunsmoke
series. In these films Tailspin is much more adult
and played by John Trent.

Trent’s true name was LaVerne Browne, who
was discovered by a talent scout aboard a TWA
DC-2 in which Browne was flying as co-pilot.
Apparently, Browne did his own flying during
shoots, but always felt a bit awkward in front of
the camera.

2 EASED ON THE FAMOUS
g ADYENTU‘!E STRIP

-lf———
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At least three full length films were made. “Sky
Patrol”, “Danger Flight”, and “Stunt Pilot”, after
which Browne left acting and went to the
comfort of the cockpit as a free lance test pilot at
Burbank Airport and Mines Field in California.
We next find him at work for Douglas doing low
risk tests on the SBD Dauntless. When Browne
tried to become a naval aviator, he was rejected,
being told he was of more use as a Douglas test
pilot.

In March of 1945 he made the first flight of the
Douglas XBT2D-1, which developed into the
AD-1 Skyraider. He became Chief Test Pilot at
the El Segundo Flight Test Facilities and retired
from this position. He had “the mother of all
retirement parties” attended by every Douglas
pilot and ex-pilot, as well as Milburne Stone,
who had remained his friend from their days in
Hollywood as “Skeeter” and “Tailspin Tommy”.

The Whitman Publishing Company, makers of
Ace Whitman model airplane kits, also produce a
series of Tailspin Tommy adventure stories in
their line of what was known as “Big Little
Books”. So called because they measured 3 %
inches wide by 4 !% inches high by a whopping 1
¥ inch thick! They had alternating pages of text
and sketches numbering over 400 in all!

TAILSPIN TOMMY

] é The Dirigible Flight
lg  to the North Pole

By HAL FORREST

°

*

WHITMAN PUBLISHING CO.
RACINE, WISCONSIN

-

| Y R

Title page of 1934 Big Little Book.

Cover of Big Little Book published in 1936.



TAILSPIN TOMMY

Two of the serials and three of the full length
movies have been available on video tape from
various companies.  Check
catalogs and CD and video tape catalogs to see
what may be available. The wonderful flight
scenes featuring airplanes we all adore make
these old films worth while for every FAC to
have in his video library.

“Danger Flight” features a lot of model
airplanes involved in the plot. Some of the films
have a male chorus singing the theme song
printed here as film credits and cast are shown.
Leave it to Hollywood to come up with lyrics
like this!

The solid model plan of the Vought reproduced
here came from the Tailspin Tommy Flying
Club, as stated in the lower right corner. Your
author knows nothing of this organization except
that it is yet another testament to the popularity
of Tailspin Tommy.

TAILSPIN TOMMY THEME SONG

aviation book

~ Rear cover of “Island in the Sky”.

These ?

k]

We’re men o’ the air,
We never care,
When ‘ere we leave the field.

Men o’ the air,
We ne’er despair,
To fear we never yield.

Ready for flight,
In the dead of the night,
O’er land or sea or snow.

Eager to fight,
If we’re dead in the right,
We give ‘er the gun and go!

(Melody changes)

On silver wings we take the air,
Though we never like to boast,
As we dash from coast to coast.

On silver wings we’re out for fair,
Winging our way across the sKy,
Ready to dare to do, or die.

Here’s to the flying men on silver wings,
Sing it out with a voice that rings,
If there’s trouble anywhere,
We’ll be there,
On silver wings!
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*  * Clunker Rehab (part 2) * *
Mumbo Jumbo #128 from the Glue Guru

As noted in our last column,
getting stuck with a clunker is easy. The
hard part is rehabilitation.

Other than weight reduction, the
only obvious solution is more power.
However, the proper means of applying
greater power is far from obvious.

Putting in a longer motor usually
does little good, in part because it results
in still more weight, while those additional
turns resulting from the greater length tend
to come very late in the power cycle, when
the altitude is down to a few feet. The
likely result is for the model to land with
unspent turns and little increase in
duration.

The other possibility is to increase
the number of strands. This does serve to
increase the liveliness of the model, with
. more altitude possible. However, the usual
result is a quicker up and down with little
overall gain in time aloft. It is even
possible to decrease flight time in this
manner and as a final drawback, to turn
the model into an unstable monster as
well, with the model made erratic by its
increased speed.

Does anything work — or is it all
bad news? I’ve found one positive solution
but haven’t done sufficient testing to be
certain that it will work for all models. My
clunker was a low wing monoplane
cursed with a multi-stringer fuselage and a
heavy plastic covering.

* * %

The trick was to use more strands
and also to carve a new prop — one with an
increased blade angle. The increase in
strands supplies more torque at the prop,
while the increase in blade angle prevents
the prop from running away. Taken
together, more thrust is generated, and
that for a longer time. Duration can be

increased and powered flight itself seems
no faster. Of course, the glide is faster
because the increased number of strands
produce a heavier machine. Still, when all
was said and done, I’ve been able to
improve one model’s flight time
significantly in this fashion.

The choice of blade angle is at the
heart of the solution. We have little idea as
to the optimum angle and tend to go along
with current practice — sensible or not.
Most of us use a blade angle of about 30
deg., perhaps because Earl Stahl’s models
did extremely well with this setting. When
the plastic propeller came into being, it
tended to employ a much lower angle --
about 20 deg. — likely chosen to make kit
models employing same somewhat livelier,
all without concern for duration. Then
there is the indoor duration crowd,
cheerfully employing angles in the range of
45 to 60 deg. In short, instead of being
fixed for all time, blade angle is something
to be varied as the need and model type
change.

In the case of the clunker, more
altitude of itself will produce little profit.
With a typical clunker’s vertical descent
rate of 5 or 6 feet per second, even gliding
down from a respectable 30 feet of
altitude will add only a few seconds to
duration. Much more important is an
extended power run at a low altitude, at
say 15 feet or so.

The increased blade angle helps by
slowing the prop and extending the power
run. Those additional strands are necessary
to maintain thrust, despite the braking
effect of the larger blade angle. The trick is
to determine the right amount of blade
angle and the proper number of strands.

Testing a different motor is easy,
but a new blade angle means much work.
In my case, moving to 45 deg. from the
old 30 deg., plus a fatter motor, added 12
to 15 seconds. If desperate, it’s worth a try.
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Braiding a One-Loop Motor

by George White

I’ve seen a few articles written about how to braid a
multi-loop motor, but none on the “fine” art of
braiding a single loop. For what it’s worth, here’s
how I do it.

1. Measure out rubber to whatever length you want
your motor to be, adding about 4 inches to each
strand for knot tying purposes.

2. Find the center of the rubber and double it over.
If you intend to use an “O” ring for a crocket hook,
be sure to place it at this midpoint at this step. If
you are going to use a conventional crocket hook,
create a small loop about 1” in diameter at the
midpoint and in either case tie that with a small
dental rubber band as shown in photo #1.

pp i Agepig
Photo #1

3. Hook the loop or O ring around a nail, peg or
whatever you have handy. Then grip each of the
two tag ends of the motor with a binder clip such as
may be found in any office supply store. Find
another nail, peg or other suitable device which is a
distance from the end containing the loop or O ring
equal to a few inches short of the original length of
the motor before braiding. Secure one of the clips to
that peg.

4. Attach one of the legs of the binder clip holding
the other strand to a winder. The cheap,indoor
plastic winders shown in photo #2 are very useful
for doing this. Notice in the photo that the other
strand in the background to the left is just hanging
over a peg, with a clip attached to it.

18

Photo #2

5. Turn the winder in the same direction you would
use if you were winding the motor to fly the model.
There’s an old wives tale which says that a good
rule for determining how many turns to put into a
braided motor should equal 4 turns per each inch of
the unbraided motor length. Some folks use less,
some more, depending upon how short you want
the finished motor to be. You do lose a few turns
when braiding a motor — the more you braid the
more you lose.

6. When you’ve twisted the desired number of
turns into the first strand, unhook that binder clip
from the winder and secure it to the peg you had
used to hold the clip attached to the other strand.
Repeat the same process with the other strand.
When you’ve finished you’ve got two strands
twisted as shown in photo #3.

Photo #3



7. Grab the two twisted strands, using the binder
clips to keep them from unwinding. Place a third
binder clip about 3” into the motor length from the
first two binder clips. While holding that binder
clip, remove the two clips you used to wind the
strands and you have something which looks like
photo #4.

Photo #4

8. While that clip holds the strands together and
prevents them from becoming unwound, tie a
square knot in the two tag ends which have become
unwound, and pull it very tight. Then, with the
remaining tag ends, tie an overhand knot. Pull the
two tag ends from the overhand knot tightly until
that knot slides down onto the square knot. That
knot combination will not come untied — provided
you didn’t lubricate the motor beforechand. The
finished product is shown in photo #5. Trim the
tag ends, run your fingers up and down the twisted
mess and you’ve got a nice braided motor.

FAC OUTDOOR CHAMPS
T-SHIRT AND PLAN

The Cleveland Model & Suppl Co. has generously
donated their plan of the Beech Bonanza as the theme
aircraft of the FAC Outdoor Champs for 2006. It is
also the subject for the Champs t-shirt which was
once again done by Bob Bojanowski. The plan also
has up-dated material by Steve Griebling that will
help to make this a good flyable model.

All sizes of the t-shirt are in stock at the present time
(small through XXX-L). The price of the shirts are
$15.00 each and the plan is $6.00, both items are
post-paid. Send orders to FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy
Lane, Erie, Pa. 16506.

FAC T-SHIRT SALE

We still have some t-shirts for sale that we must
move to make some space here at GHQ for our new
stock. They are priced at just $10.00 each postpaid.
ME-109----large & extra large, Spartan----small &
large, Seversky SEV-2----small & medium, Curtiss
P-6E----large, Hall Bulldog----small, Cessna
Phantom----Medium, large, extra large, xx-large.
Youth sizes only, Boeing F4B-4----medium & large.

Still available at $15.00 each postpaid is the
Grumman Wildcat in all sizes from small through
triple x.

Send your orders to FAC-GHQ, 3301 Cindy Lane,
Erie, Pa. 16506.

Photo #5
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THE GOLDEN AGE

by
Fran Ptaszkiewicsz

Amphibians and seaplanes have always fascinated me and when I
stumbled on some information relative to the Fleetwings "Seabird",
I found, with a little more research, that there was enough infor-
mation to do a "Golden Age" article on an interesting aircraft of
that era.

Fleetwings Incorporated was located in Bristol, Pennsylvania and
although the company built various other designs over the years, ,
the ship that seems to have been the most note-worthy is the "Seabird"..

Manufactured in 1936,it was a four place amphibian monoplane powered
by a Jacobs radial engine which was strut mounted above the hull
with an up-thrust angle of 3-1/2 degrees.

An all-metal stainless steel "shot-welded" monocoque type hull was a
feature. The wing although fabric covered utilized two stainless
steel box type spars with ribs of the same material. Thus being
constructed almost entirely of this metal, the airplane was rust

and corrosion proof. Utilizing the welding process mentioned above
made the hull and wing practically a one piece unit and did away with
all protruding rivet heads.

A novel and practical innovation could be found in the landing gear
assembly which when retracted, all stryts and doors fit flush and
formed a lifting surface or sub-wing, although small in size did
contribute to the over-all lift of the ship. A 13" diameter tail
wheel was manually retractable and could be raised independently

of the main gear and when lowered in the water was used as a water
rudder during taxi manuevers. Strut mounted tip floats provided
stability during water operations.

Entrance to the cabin was via a hatch located partially under and a
little aft of the engine housing that was hinged against the center-
line of the fuselage and opened upwards. A non- slip walkway was
located on top of the wing-fuselage juncture. Another hatch to
assist in mooring operations was provided in the forward part of

the hull (fuselage).

In that this was dubbed an aerial yvacht by some, the side fuselage
windows were actually shaped like and called "portholes", while a
small bumper made of cork was placed on the nose of the hull for
protection and damage resistance when docking at a pier.

In keeping with the somewhat nautical theme the seats were leather
covered, the instrument panel was made of mahogany and rather than
a stick, control wheels were installed. With the engine mounted
above the fuselage and the exhaust stack located above the cowl,
the noise level was said to have been reduced considerably.

The "Seabird" Model F-4 was powered by a 285 hp Jacobs L-5 radial
engine swinging a Curtiss fixed pitch metal propeller. Later the
Model F-5 had a 300 hp Jacobs installed and was liscensed to use a
two-position Hamilton-Standard variable pitch propeller which improved
water take-off capability. 22



L TIPS S
It was a practical and sturdy airplane, unusually fast for a ship
of this type. The maximum speed was reported to be 150 m.p.h. and

- the airplane cruised at 133 m.p.h.. Landing speed was reduced to

55 m.p.h. thru the use of all-metal hydraulically operated flaps
located in the lower surface of the wing. A cruising range of slightly
over 500 miles and a maximum service ceiling of approximately 15,000
feet were also noted. ' ~

Specification wise. The "Seabird" had a wingspan of LO'-6", a length
of 31'-5,5", wing area of 235 sq,ft.. The height with the wheels
extended while sitting on the tarmac was 12'-6%""t6-the top of the
cowl when in the 3-point position.

Although the wing and tail surfaces were fabric covered, the stainless
steel fuselage had a knurled finish through-out, not unlike the cowl
of the "Spirit of St.Louis".

In attempting to generate sales, demonstration aircraft were said to
have ranged far and wide to show it's practicability and usefullness,
It was said to have been flown from Jamaica in the West Indies to
Ottawa, Canada and across the United States from long Island,:¥ew York

to Los Angeles, California, all in an attempt to interest potential
customers,

I have no information on just how many aircraft were built and sold.
However reports from friénds who have attended the Experimental
Aircraft Convention in Oshkosh, Wisconsin over the vears have reported

seeing one in great flying condition and its gleaming burnished hull
lookinf factory new.

The enclosed three view was found in the February 1937 issue of Air
Trails and was drawn by the late Bill Winter.

Another very well detailed three view drawing appeared in the December
1979 issue of Model Awviation.

WKLINGS by Chuck Wemleck
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