2026 NATS SPECIAL EVENTS - FAQ

GUILLOWS EVENT FAQs
Q. Ihate Guillows. I'm a Sterling guy. Can’t I build a Ster-
ling design? They’re the same thing, right?
A. No. The whole point of this is to honor Guillows
managing to survive for 100 years. Sterling disappeared
long ago, in the mid 1980s.
What FAC event will my Guillows model qualify for?
Your Guillows model, whether scale or non scale, can fly
in any FAC event(s) for which it would normally qualify
by configuration.
Does my Guillows model count towards the two model
limit for each event?
Yes!
Do I really have to use all the plastic parts that came in
the “modern era” Guillows kit?
Yes.
Really?
Yes. Except the 1/16” sheet vinyl firewalls and sheet
vinyl parts included in some kits. Yuck. We'll also allow
you to sub out those plastic wheels... BUT you have to
use scrap wood from your kit to make your new wheels.
Q. Hm. Guillows “classic era” vs. Guillow’s “Modern Era”...
I'm confused.
A. OK, this is not easy to make explicitly clear; Guillow’s has
been at this a long time and there’s some gray areas:
CLASSIC ERA =z AV R
Guillows designs start-
ing in the very early
1930’s through the mid
50’s. These designs
typically have light,
1930’s style, all balsa
construction. Early
vintage kits feature | gmam =il ||
printed balsa parts 1930's Guillows Spad - "Classic Era"
sheets and no plastic parts (cenulola winuscreens are oren
called out on plans, but are typically not included in the kit).
Some post WWII Kkits start to feature die-cut parts, and
sometime in the late 40’s we also start to see the intro-
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duction of plastic parts such
as props and plunge molded
nose blocks. For our
purposes, these transitional
designs / kits will still be
considered “Classic Era” kits
due to their light weight
construction. If your plan or
kit calls out a plastic nose
block, you are NOT required

to use plastic. You can
substitute a balsa nose block.
You can build ANY Guillow’s
“Classic Era” plan entirely
from scratch. “Classic Era”
models ought to be able to
compete with the average
FAC model; no special
"Guillows Kanone will be

awarded to the top finisher.

1957 Guillows Spad VII - "Modern Era" 28

MODERN ERA In the late 1950’s, with their Albatros D.V
(kit WW1) Guillow’s introduced the kit series that exhibits all
the hallmarks of “Modern Era” kits to come: new model-
specific packaging, detailed plans, die-cut arts sheets, robust
“keel and former” style construction, decal sheets, and
injection molded and / or plunge molded plastic parts
(typically nose blocks and wheels). The use of plastic - in
particular plunge molded parts - would increase over time to
include details such as machine guns, dummy engines, and
pilot figures. These designs, built unmodified from the kits,
are typically too heavy to compete successfully in the FAC
(though there are exceptions!). It is EXACTLY for that
reason that we are leaning into them for this meet. That’s
the challenge! Built to the rules, the top scoring Guillows
“Modern Era” model in any event will win a special Kanone
for their trouble.

Q. OKOK, I guess get the Classic Era vs Modern Era thing.
I built a Guillows “Modern Era” kit a while back but I
made a bunch of modifications, redesigned the basic
structure, and subbed balsa for all the plastic parts.
Does this still count as a “Modern Era” Guillows entry?

A. Sorry, but no. Feel free to enter it as a normal FAC
Scale entry though!!

What about all the non-scale Guillows models?
Guillows Non-Scale models can be built either:
-From vintage “classic era” kits;

-From scratch, using plans for the “classic” designs;
-From “modern era” Kkits.
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NOTE: For purposes of this contest, there is no benefit or
special advantage to building from a vintage kit. Use the
good wood!

Q. Can I scale Guillows non-scale plans up or down?
A. Sure, as long as the TOTF Non Scale rules allow it, and
you scale up the structure proportionately.

CARRIER EVENT FAQs

Q. Lots of airplanes have been launched from carrier decks.
Can I build anything I want, as long as it took off from a

carrier deck?

A. Sorry-aircraft modeled must either be designed for or

adapted to the purpose of taking off and landing on a

carrier deck. Arresting gear must be displayed. High-

wing single engine aircraft are excluded as well.

Do submarines count as aircraft carriers?

For our purposes, no. Submarines typically carried

floatplanes, which were floated off -deck and retrieved (if

at all) using cranes.

Q. Do I have to model all the doohickeys on the landing
gear, like retracting bay doors and all that?

A. No, unless you just LIKE seeing your model look
properly dressed.

Q. Isee that the landing gear is limited in length to the scale
extended length of the unloaded gear. How can I find
out this extended length?

A. Give it your best guess, Phineas; try not to get greedy.

Q. Even WITH the extended landing gear allowance, I won’t
be able to get the prop diameter I'd normally use on my
model. What’s a guy to do?!?

A. Try something different! How about a three bladed
prop? A smaller diameter prop with more pitch?

>



