GUILLOWS “Modern Era" Scale—Rules for the 2026 FAC Nats

Guillows “Modern Era” is term we have coined here in the FAC, intend to distinguish this era of Guillow’s designs from
the Guillows kits produced from the 30’s into the 50s. The “Modern Era” kits are the ones most of us think of when we
think “Guillows”- detailed plans, die-cut wood parts, robust keel-and-former fuselage construction, and lots of plastic
parts, typically including but not limited to nose cowls, wheels, canopies, and miscellaneous scale details. This style of
kit began to appear in the 50’s, possibly first established with their “100 Series” kits ; a representative plan is attached
(Bell Airacobra, 25-3/4” Guillows kit 806, 1980).

Many “modern era” kits are still in production; many are now available from Guillows with laser-cut parts. Go to https://
www.guillow.com/product-category/model-kits/ to see the Guillows kits still in production. Guillows can also provide
laser-cut replacement parts for some of their in-production kits - go to https://www.qguillow.com/product-category/kit-
replacement-parts/. NEW: Guillows kits are also now available from Wind-It-Up / Peck Polymers; go to—
https://www.wind-it-up.com/collections/guillows-models

Guillows kits that are no longer in production are of course eligible, and are subject to the rules below. You can find laser
cut balsa parts for some of these out-of-production designs from third parties such as DPC / Aerowerks (link below) but
note well—you gotta start with an original Guillows "modern era" kit, so that you will have the plastic parts!

A. Unless specifically stated otherwise, all normal FAC rules apply for Guillows Modern Era builds.
B. Build to the kit /plan.

C. Use the kit wood and kit parts.

1. Where die-cut balsa parts are practically unusable, new parts can be cut out of scrap from the kit.

2. Where there is not enough scrap from the kit to cut a new part, new parts may be cut from balsa of similar weight.
Scout’s honor!

3. Where original die-cut parts are practically unusable and laser-cut parts are available for your kit, either from
Guillows, or a third party such as DPC/ Aerowerks, you may substitute those for the parts in your kit.

4. If ordering laser cut parts from DPC / Aerowerks, you must specify the ORIGINAL style parts.* See note below.

5. Strip stock from the original kit must be used.

D. Build to the plan! Plan structure may be added to, but not removed.

1. IMPORTANT CLARIFICATION: all parts must be USED, but all parts may lightened through thinning, riddling
with holes, scalloping between ribs/formers, sorcery, etc. Fuselage formers can be thinned, reinforced, and/or
opened up as much as you dare.

2. Added structure should use scrap from the kit.

E. Tail surfaces may be increased in area, but you must add to the original parts provided in the kit to
accomplish this, using scrap wood from the kit.

F. Use the plastic parts provided in the kit. Yes, all of them.
1. Exception: balsa wheels may be substituted for plastic wheels, but must be made up from kit scrap.
2. Exception: plywood or hard balsa may be substituted for vinyl firewalls found in more recent kits.

G. Balsa structure can be modified as needed to make the plastic parts fit.
1. Example: The F1 nose former often needs to be reduced slightly in diameter for the cowl to fit.

H. Plastic nose / cowl pieces can be modified as needed to allow for a making up a proper noseblock, and to
increase the available space for loading rubber. Use the plastic as fully as possible!

I.  Use any nose button / prop shaft / prop / rubber motor you want.

J. Use any tissue / color scheme / markings you want.

K. Guillows “Modern Era” models can compete in any FAC class(es) for which they would normally qualify.
L. The top scoring Guillows “Modern Era” model in its class at the 2026 FAC Nats wins a special Kanone!

M. If A Guillows “Modern Era” model wins an event outright at the 2026 FAC Nats, only one Kanone will be awarded to
that contestant...but the feat will be remembered for generations!

*DPC SRK (Short Run Kits) “GU” series only. Fokker Dr1 (GU20M4), DH-4 (GU205-M), and Rumpler CV (GU206-M) are "modified"
and are not eligible. http://www.aerowerkes.com/SRKS.html



https://www.guillow.com/product-category/model-kits/
https://www.guillow.com/product-category/model-kits/
https://www.guillow.com/product-category/kit-replacement-parts/
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http://www.aerowerkes.com/SRKS.html

SAMPLE PLAN Guillows P-39D Airacobra kit 806, 1980. Compare to the “Classic Era” plan, 1940
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